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Until I graduated high school in 1935, my knowledge of life
outside of Woodville, Alabama was very limited. I had spent my
years as a teenager trying to escape the affects of the Great Depres-
sion of the early 1930’s. I had done very little travel outside of my
hometown area. In fact, I had only been to the neighboring towns of
Scottsboro twice and Huntsville once.

While I was in high school, my uncle, John R. Kennamer,
encouraged me to follow in his footsteps and become an historian. |
found history enthralling and fascinating. The main problem was
that my primary interest was in national and world history. My uncle
urged me to take an interest in local history. My first train ride to
Florence State Teacher’s College (currently known as the University
of North Alabama) was also my first real trip outside of the Wood-
ville area. There at the college, I began pursuing a course of study in
history.

[t was during my time as a teacher at Scottsboro City School
that [ met Elizabeth Parks, who was also a teacher at this school. Her
first teaching experience had been at Pierceton School in Pleasant
Grove, Alabama. Elizabeth and I were married in 1940.

During our marriage, Elizabeth began to share with me her per-
sonal experiences at Pierceton School. While listening to her recount
the people and events of that time, I slowly began to realize there was a
rich history in her words. Remembering the words of my uncle, I knew
at once that it was my duty to record these events. Elizabeth and I made
numerous visits to the Pleasant Grove area during our teaching years in
Scottsboro. Through her previous associations, I was able to befriend
local residents who had lived in the area all of their lives. During our
visits, the people of the community shared detailed stories about their
own experiences and the events of their family members who had since
died.

During our marriage, Elizabeth and I had two sons, Lewis
Jr.,and Robert. While raising our sons, Elizabeth and I continued our
visits to Pleasant Grove. With all of these detailed notes and wonder-
ful materials placed in my hands, I knew that it was my duty to tell
this story. However, I also knew that my first obligation was to raise

my sons.



It was not until after a long career of serving as teacher and prin-
cipal in the Jackson County and Scottsboro school systems, that I found
time to compile the notes from these visits. As I re.vlewed my notes,
collected court documents, and studied news articles, I compared
them with oral accounts conveyed to me by the people of Pleasant Grove,
Before I knew it, what had originally beganas a research paper had evolved
into a book.

Belmont Coal Mines is an in depth study of an isolated coal
mining community from 1877 through 1940. The volume explores
the history of coal mining as it relates to the Allen Isbell Mountain of coal
located in Jackson County, Alabama. Each chapter takes a close look at
the local mining operations and their effects on the community members.

As a special addendum to each chapter, I have included an out-
line of educational efforts as they relate to the events of the times. At the

end of each chapter, personal interviews provide detailed accounts of

these large mining operations over the years. In addition, there are period
photographs of the people mentioned and places cited as they relate to
each chapter.

This survey is divided into three major parts. Chapters one
and two review the coal mining operation of John B. Gordon, Eugene
C..G.ordon, and Walter S. Gordon. Although there were several small
mining efforts in the area, this unique trio, referred to as the Gordon
Brothcr.s, could be thought of as the original coal miners of the McAl-
lister Sm}fs. Their company, the Belmont Coal and Railroad Com-
pany, I‘CCCIVC(.i fumerous notes of praise during its operation.
ek The history of the success of the Gorc}ons is continued in chapter

Wwe study the Belmont Coal and Railroad Company under the

interest in the coal mining
Chapter four returng

industry,
to the study of the history of coal mining on

the Allen Isbell Mountain of Coal as we review the mining operation of
Ray Vaughn Pierce, Franklin D. Pierce, and V. Mott Pierce. Their mining
operation, under the name of the Pierce Coal Company, brought a revival
of hope to the Menlo and Limrock communities as they established the
town of Pierceton.

Chapter five explores the management of Pierce Mines un-
der lease by the Vere Mining Company. William S. Douglass as-
sumes management of mines, and is faced with a number of chal-
lenges in trying to successfully run the company

In chapter six, the final chapter, we take a look at the mining
operations of Claude Rudder and David Kennedy. These two indi-
viduals undertook brave efforts to continue supplying the residents
of Jackson County with needed coal after previous major mining
operations closed their portals. The demands placed on them were
high, and their resources were low and limited, but they continued to
find ways to meet the needs of the community.

There have been several books written on the coal mining indus-
try which include the Jackson County area in Alabama. None of these
volumes, however, have ever focused on the McAllister Sinks. Belmont
Coal Mines is the written testimony of the brave, adventurous, and dedi-
cated citizens of the Boyd’s Switch, Pleasant Grove, and Wininger
areas of the Cumberland Mountain. [ hope that I have done these
outstanding individuals justice in my attempt to relate the story of their
struggles, transitions, failures, and successes.
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Gordon Years

Black Diamonds Unearthed
1877-1881

George Pendergrass in front of Boyd's Switch Church in 1925

During the formation of the earth, Alabama was very
fortunate to have several billion tons of coal deposited within its
borders. Coal mining in the United States began around the 1800’s.
Since that time, nearly half a billion tons have been mined in
Alabama, and there still remains a more than sufficient supply to last
several hundred - and probably thousands - of years. The coal
deposits are divided into four areas: The Warrior Field, The Cahaba
Field, The Coosa Field, and The Plateau Field.

Jackson County was established on December 13, 1819. The
county was named in honor of General Andrew Jackson. Located in
the heart of the county is the area known as the Cumberland Plateau.
Many books have been written about coal mining on the Cumberland
Plateau. However, very few historians have focused on the mining
activity in Jackson County. Over the years, this area was a major
resource for coal mining operations that marketed coal for commercial
usage,
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Before the War between the States began in 1860, there werg v_ery
few coal mining outfits operating in Jackson Count);. The coal' Mmining
operations whichexisted prodgced goal mostly forloca Eonf:;mff;!o"- The
two major coal mining operations in t.hc area were the Eureka Mines and
the Gordon Mines. The Eureka Mines were operated by a group .Of
businessmen out of Stevenson, Alabama: A. A. Russell, A, C Austin,
James Cox, John T. Facklerand A. W. Harris. The Gordon mines were
under operation by four brothers: Zachariah Gordon, John B. Gordon,
Eugene Gordon, and Walter Gordon. Even after the outbreak of the Civil
War, the Eureka Mines continued to produce coal on a regular basis. The
Gordons, however, were no strangers to war. Following their military
instincts, they threw down their drills and swapped their black powder for
gunpowder. Withthe perils of war increasing daily, foundries needed coal
to heat the furnaces used to manufacture cannons, gun carriages, small
arms, torpedo parts, and other types of weaponry. Jackson County
constructed a blast furnace in 1861 to help meet these demands. Asa result,
Northeast Alabama found itself playing the role of coal supplier to plant
manufactures as well as engaging in the daily battles of the War between the
States.

The following data extracted from an 1860 United States
Censustaken ofthe Bryant-Long Island District verifies that the Gordons

were mining coal in the area before the outbreak ofthe War between the
States:

Bryant-Long Island District

Household Name Age Occupation Real Estate Personal

936 Zachariah Gordon 66

Farmer 50000 2
Malinda 54 i
Zachariah 31 Mir
er 3000
Augusta B 19 Student
Mary 17
Eugene 15
5 Walter 13
7 John B. Gordon 2
. 28 Mi
= > mner 3500 14900
Hugh H. 5
o Franklin 3
1.D. Cunningham
50 Lab,
54 orer
John Bryant 45 Laborer g?gg |8|OOO
0
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John Gordon possessed remarkablemilitary leadershipskills. During
the Civil War, he formed acompany known asthe “Raccoon Roughs.” Givc:
his unique geographical position, itisnot atall surprising that the volunteer
company herecruited for the Confederacy was composed ofmen from the tri-

stateregion. Inhisautobiography, Reminiscence ofthe Civil War,John Gordon
reflects on hisunique position and activity in the tri-state area:

In 1860 my mines were in Georgia, my post office was in
Tennessee, and my home was in Alabama.

During the Civil War, the coal mines owned and operated by
the Gordons were severely damaged. Therefore, no income had been
generated from the mines since before the war. When the war ended,
the Gordons did not reopen these damaged mines because it would
have been a costly investment.

John Gordon soon left the coal mining business and pursued
multiple careers in the areas of insurance, publishing, and the sawmill
industry. According to his own statements, his involvement in the
publishing industry was to create nonpartisan school literature that
would help rid the nation and the South in particular of sectional hate,
and to promote Southern self-esteem. In his letters and published
articles, John Gordon pleaded for Southerners to rid themselves of
ternary bondage to the North in the school room.

After John moved to Georgia to pursue other career choices,
Eugene and Walter Gordon decided to continue in the mining
business in Alabama. Because their mines had been destroyed during
the Civil War, they had to seek mining opportunities in other parts of
Jackson County. Acting as a mineral scout, Eugene Qordon r_nz}de
several trips to Boyd’s Switch, Alabama to investigate mining
prospects in the area. His primary goal was to locate areas \'v.ll}cil
showed signs of mineral wealth and to explore the mining pOSSIbI'lll?S.

During this series of visits, Eugene established contacts with
the owners of mineral rich lands located on the Cumberlan.d
Mountain, which is located north of Boyd’s Switch. Aﬂcr his
thorough investigations, Eugene decided that in order to mine tl?e
coal in the seam on Cumberland Mountain, he would have to gain
third-party mineral rights to the land from the present OWners. Hfi
arranged to have deeds of conveyance drawn up and signed by the loca

19



nineral rights. The following example is taken
nade to the Gordons on May 19,1877. The

milarto this one:

Jand owners for third-party
froma deed of conveyance! :
other conveyances made were very sl

Deed of Conveyance

Grantor: John A. Allen and wife Mary, Grantees: Jesse
W. Isbell, John Berry, William W. Berry, Miller Isbell,
Zachariah Isbell, Samuel Latham, John W. Allen, Jonathan
Latham, William Latham, Benjamin B. Allen. Two elevenths
(2/11) of the tract described as West %2 of SW‘/4_534.T3
RAE, one eleventh (1/11) reserved. To work all mines and
mineral deposits. Sum of $15 received.

May 19, 1877
Signed,
John C. Allen
Mary Allen *

The deeds of conveyance that had been arranged with the
Gordons were not made public. Everything was done in the strictest
of confidence, which was probably due to the fact that the number of
small coal mining operations opening was on the rise. Since the War
between the States ended, the news of the discovery of coal deposits
spread quickly. Therefore, it is highly likely that the Gordons may
have feared that outside miners would offer competitive bids for the
mineral lands. As a result, their business dealings were very quiet so
as to prevent competition from other commercial developers.

It was not until after the Gordon Brothers had secured all the
nhec'es'sary Qeeds of conveyance to secure their mining operation that
; uet;;'ilcr?tcn:c;nss }]tg\sscit:laﬂclzal&:ﬁx}qg opcl:)ration in the area were made
County Courthouse records, the G g ton oo

S, ordo

; ns had a contract drawn up and
signed by all parties i : p
pir y all parties involved granting them a 20-year lease for the

20

Owners of
Belmont Property, Parties of the First Part
and
Gordon Brothers, Party of the Second Part

Parties of the first part grant to parties of the second part
a 20 year lease to lands known as the Belmont Coal Property.
Terms include the rights to mine coal, use timber, rocks or
stones to construct roads, tramways, chutes, houses, etc. as
necessary to facilitate the mining and shipping of coal. The
rights to timber and soil for sale is reserved. Parties of the
second part agree to open and work mines. Said mines to be
connected by tramways, railroads, and inclines railroads to
the Memphis and Charleston Railroad at Boyd's Switch.
Construction of railroad system to begin by March 15, 1879
and to be completed in 12 months.

Coal in connection with mining and transportation phase
of the parties of the second part shall be weighed and
royalties paid at rate of one-half cents per bushel. Coal
transported from the mines to the Memphis and Charleston
Railroad at Boyd's Switch shall be weighed and royalties of
twelve and one-half cents per ton will be paid on the first of
July and December.

Signed Jane. 22, 1879
Parties of the first part.
Jonathan Latham and his wife Elizabeth Latham.
Barton B. Smith and his wife C. B. Smith
Ephram Latham and his wife Elizabeth Latham (Her X" mark.)
Jesse W. Isbell and his wife Lockey A. Isbell.
Zachariah Isbell
William Latham and his wife Minerva Latham.
Samuel H. Latture and his wife Elizabeth Latture
B. B. Allen and his wife Mary Allen
John Allen and his wife Mary Ann Allen.
John A. Berry and his wife Mary Berry.
F. Oby Hurt and his wife Sally C. Hurt.
William 0. Berry (His ‘X' mark.) and his wife Stacey Berry.

Parties of the second part.
John B. Gordon
Eugene C. Gordon

Walter S. Gordon
Jan. 22, 1879, James H. Young JPC

Nov. 13, 1880, Nelson Kyle JPC
July 28, 1881, John B. Tally JPC .
Jackson County, Alabama




Plans for a New Town

The residents of Boyd’s Switch were quite excited about l'!]C idea
of acoal mining outfitcoming to excavate the Allcp 'Isbcll Mountain. The
mining operation would bring needed job opportunities and new resources
tothe town. Inaddition, there would be a great deal of activity going on
in this otherwise isolated area. As shown in the January 31, 1878 edition
of The Alabama Herald, the editor, Alexander Snodgrass, kept the
residents abreastofall activities surrounding the arrival of the Gordons into

Boyd's Switch:
News Item

Distinguished visitors to Jackson County Col. J. B.
Killebrew, Commissioner of the Bureau of Agriculture,
Statistics and Mines of the State of Tennesseg, in company
with Rev. Eugene Gordon, brother of the senator, passed
down the road yesterday to Boyd's Switch, with the intention
of fully “interviewing" the coal mountains in that vicinity.

The Gordons brought more promise of success to the area when
they revealed their plans to establish a new mining town located north of
Boyd’s Switch in the Sinks area. The new town would be called Menlo,
Alabama. The projections included major improvements such as
la{ldscape development, a schoolhouse, and the installation of a new
railroad that would extend from Boyd’s Switch up to the coal mines

in the Sinks. The January 10, 1878 edition of The Alabama Herald
made note of their plans:

News Item

Mr. William Skelton, an e
Was in to see us on Monda
HERALD, ‘We cannot do withgu
to leam that Mr. Skelton cont

xcellent Boyd's Switch citizen
and paid in advance for the
tthela ?aoer.’ he said. We regret
‘ empiates moving to Ft. Smi

g‘rxg;'as tg:a'rly In the fall of this year, Mr. S, infégrm(; u; o?rgg;ci
o M?)n dnghtenmg prospects—-they began building shanties
constmctinayt'h for the hands who will pbe employed in
s rno;m tgin ?tfcur miles of railroads from the switch to the
s it (S)&S:eyaa nrg etr;céeavoring to set up funds to erect 2
number of improve‘ments dl:rirsg"r;rg}l Wi sieect b meks 4

Linking with the Marketplace

Since the beginning of coal mining and timbercutting,thc railroad
has played an essential role in the transportation of these resources. While
the Gordons were busy developing their coal mining operation they
realized the need for arailroad to ship the coal out ofthe area. They ’could
use horse-drawn wagons to move the coal, but this would limit their
productivity. Also, thc'wagon transport method could take up to two or
three days to deliver shipments in far off places. The Gordons knew that
arailcar transport system linking the Belmont Mines to Boyd’s Switch
would be to their advantage.

The first step in carrying out these elaborate plans to build up the
area was to identify help. The local citizens either were employedatthe
lime plant or they were private farmers. Eugene Gordon actually had to g0
to Huntsville, in order to find workers to build the railroad that was needed.
There he found 36 workers who relocated to Boyd’s Switch and began
construction on the railroad.

Once the workers were transported to Boyd’s Switch, they
needed housing. To accommodate their needs, the Gordons built
several shanty structures at the Switch. The shanties were not
elaborate in design, but were functional, two-room structures
consisting of a kitchen area and a bedroom. These housing units
served as the primary residences for the officers and laborers
working for the Gordons. '

The next step in executing these plans was to develop theblueprints
for the rail system. Surveys had to be conducted, trees had tobe removgd,
and apassageway had to be cleared. Theruggedand undeveloped terrain
of the Sinks demanded that this railroad system be builtin three paris.

First, there would need to be a standard gauge railroad built to
extend from the Blowing Cave to Boyd’s Switch. Next, a narrow
gauge railroad would have to be constructed along the mountalln.
Finally, an incline plane would have to be built to connect :}1:
Standard gauge and narrow gauge railroads. Excerpts such ELS {
fOHOWing one taken from the April 4, 1878 edition of The Alg ama

; . : whivi unding the
Herald kept the citizens informed about the activity Surr

building of the railroad:




News ltems

We learn from the Rev. Eugene Gordon, who is one of the
capitalists, that there are prospects of the railroad being
constructed from Boyd’s Switch to the Belmont Coal Mines,
being extended to the Coal Mountain on the Harris Place in

Box's Cove and then connect with Larkinsville.

Westerners doing trade with the markets and vendors located
on the Atlantic seaboard markets used the railroad system to transport
goods. The Memphis and Charleston Railroad Company (M & C)
owned most of the tracks which extended from Charleston, South
Carolina to Memphis, Tennessee. This route passed through
northeast Alabama, and included Boyd’s Switch on the route. The
Nashville, Chattanooga and St. Louis Railroad (N C & St. L)
extended south through Stevenson, where it then turned northeast
toward Chattanooga, Tennessee. The M & C did not have a track
built along this route because the N C & St. L had already obtained the
only passable route.

In 1857, a cooperative agreement was signed by t 4
anc‘l the NC & St. L. According to the agreemcst, whc);] ::1: Ilt;l1 i g
lralr.l reached Stevenson, M & C would unhook its cars from the
en}ﬁmcs. The M & C cars would be attached to NC & St. L engines,
which would transport the M & C cars to Chattanooga. M & C would

then resume operatio o
3 n, reattaching its .
in Chattanooga. g its cars when NC & St. L arrived

In 1880 the M & C reached
SR an s _
St. L in which it was permitted to co i SR e NC 2

their ow _ ntinue through Stevenson with
agreeme:t c}:)r:ws and 'engmcs enroute to Chattanooga. The new
Stevenson’ \ZeVér, did not allow the M & C to make stops between
and Chattanooga to pj
icku s .
passengers. Therefore, a sufficient L x deliver freight or

S an excellent opportun;
. n
Almost lmmt%diately,pp Ity to secure a market for

: t : :
agreement with M & C in which it s it an SEclngive

their coal.

The Memphis and Charleston Railroad.
Parties of the First Part.
and
John B. Gordon, Eugene C. Gordon, and Walter S. Gordon,
Parties of the Second Part.

Witnesseth

That the parties of the second part are about to open,
operate and develop a coal mine on the line of said company's
railroad on the north side thereof, in the County of Jackson in
the state of Alabama between Scottsboro and Paint Rock
Station and the parties of the first part being desirous to foster
and encourage said enterprise for the benefit of the country
along its line of travel and from its own benefit here by agrees
to buy it from the parties of the second part, all coal needed
for its locomotives on the said road at the price of eight (8)
cents per bushel at eighty (80) pounds. The said coal to be
procured out of the said mines and to be of good quality and
suitable for economical use in locomotives and to be
delivered in our cars by the said second parties on the side of
the company’s main track at some convenient place to be
designated by it. It is further agreed that the cars of the
parties of the first part are to be allowed to be tak.en on the
branch road to and from the mines by the parties of the
second part and no rental or mileage is to be chargeq for their
use. But if broken or damaged while in the possession o_f the
parties of the second part, the cost of repair is to be paid by
them.

The said second parties agree to proceed at once
with proper energy and means 0 the opening, development,
and operating the said mines and the said sec_ond parties
agree as soon as the said mines are open to deliver as afore
said and the first party agrees to receive and make monthly
statements for all the coal needed for locomotive on the sf.audt
railroad for the period of five (5) years from the date of firs

liv f coal.
e cgh(éuld the said mines become exhausted or s:)
reduced as not to be profitable under suitable manlé_lgetfﬁi“ovf
then the second parties shall be released from its obligatio
this contract and it shall become null and void. e

It is further agreed that said company will se :rating
to the said second parties an engine to be used in Opor b
said track or road if desired to do so. The pUFCh3§ee s
money thereof to be paid in coal at 2 quality and pric
C And the said first parties agree to give no alg or

< ines in the
encouragement to the opening of other coal mines: in
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boosted by the positive moves that were being implemented The
townspeople continued to praise the Gordons for thejr efforts to improve
the Boyd’s Switcharea. A feature article in the June 26, | 879 edition of
The Alabama Herald lauded the Gordons and likened them toaband of

icini ifot i eveloped without the

icini andlfo‘hercoalmmels are qave (
zsaiac?:;‘gaid ctgmpany, it agrees that it will in no respect give any
advantage to such mine or mines over that Qf th.e seconq parties
but will on the contrary so far as the obligation resting on a

common carrier permit encourage and favor the mine of the
|atter's provided said parties of the second part ;hall prosecgte
business of mining with proper energy and business capacity.

And said company also agrees that if the same coal
field ta be mined by the second parties is operated west of this
opening by other parties, the rate charged by the company for
carriage shall be the same from the mine of the second parties
as from such further west opening.

It is further agreed that annual passes over the
Memphis and Charleston Railroad shall be given to two
persons connected with the mines as long as they are
operated. The designated persons shall be determined by the
second parties.

The parties of the second part agree to furnish
transportation for all coal offered for shipment over its line by
the second parties.

In witness where of the said John B. Gordon, Eugene
C. Gordon, and Walter S. Gordon have hereunto set their
hapds and affixed their seal and the Memphis and Charleston
Railroad Company by its president and secretary has
_herew:t.h subscribed its name and affixed its corporate seal al|
n duplicate this day of April 18, 1879

The Memphis and Charleston Railroad Company

by R. T. Wilson, president
by S. R. Cruse, secretary 3

Although the contract between M &

C d
Brothers was not sold to the Belmont C 23
until the November 13

The Gordong

. were having g
Commercijal coal mini -

3 great deal of e
Ng industry, M Success in the

orale in Jacksop County was
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Local News

The officers of the Belmont Coal and Railroad Company
are Senator John B. Gordon, President: Captain Walter S.
Gordon, Vice-President; Major E. C. Gordon, Superintendent;
and J. T. McLendon, Secretary. So it will be seen that the
new mines are in the hands of one of the most famous fami-
lies in the South. In the fight for Southern Independence, the
four brothers were as brave officers as wore the gray. John
B. Gordon, who entered the war as a Captain of a Jackson
County regiment, became so well known by his brilliant
achievements in the grand army of Northern Virginia that his
history is a part of the history of the nation. Col. Gus M.
Gordon, a handsome, knightly, and brilliant youth, was killed
at Chancellorsville with a furlough in his pocket. MajorE. C.
Gordon attained his rank when he was only 19. Captain
Walter Gordon was elected to the leadership of his company
when he was only 16. The latter two were the youngest
officers in the Confederate Army. '

Boyd's Switch is to have a depot and telegraph qfflce; S0
the popular Superintendent, Captain Grant has promised Cpl.
Hurt., who has long been engaged in lime manufacturmg
there, and the owners of the Belmont Coal Mines.

If we were to indulge in what Horace Walpole terms the
‘issimo’ style of writing, we would call the Gordons the evan;
gelists of a new life for that section of the county. All mus
welcome such men, cultivated and intelligent, b”grg‘;j”%nrpuos?:é
and giving paying employment to so ...many,
someg enegrgs gming tﬁosye who have so long vegetated on
the mountain side. : ] :

...In three weeks time, the railroad, which wm‘r??/v?tll):
miles long, will be completed. The company will begin Wi

TaET i der of large quantity.
the shipping of coal, having already or v I5 bes
The coal is said to be of fine quality and theoj,uﬁﬁgarthing
lieved to be inexhaustible. The miners are ndred b
the black diamonds at the rate of fifteen hun S
day. The Belmont Mines are the only Co'lalisr:[l)ply o
Memphis and Charleston Railroad, and \:lrlme S
section with good and cheap fuel. Since
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conceived, the company has overcome diverse obstacles, and
now the tide of success has set in. We hope it will sweep
flood of fortune.

then;to ?h:aot:rminus of the railroad, the Messrs. Gordons wi_II
erect their three cottages; Senator Gordon expects to use his
as a summer residence. The site chosen is beaunfu.l and the
mountain atmosphere pure and heady giving; they have two
artesian wells on the mountain, giving an abundance of free-
stone water, while the finest of chalybeate springs are in con-
venient distance. The surrounding scenery is attractive, The
Blowing Cave being one of the curiosities of the neighbor-
hoed...

...Bayd's Switch is today expecting a visit from the hero-
statesman, Senator John B. Gordon of Georgia.

...The greatest railroad engineer in the land, perhaps not
only for skill but civility and politeness, is Mr. Tubbyfield now
running the new engine, Mabel C. Gordon in the interest of the
Belmont Coal Mines near Boyd's Switch. Turey can just run
his engine anywhere out in the mountains, whether there was
ever one there before or not. We hope to go down one day and
do hope to meet our friend Jourd.

...The Belmont Co. shipped their first car load of coal
from the new mines. The first car load over the new railroad
was presented to Mrs. F. 0. Hurt by the Messrs. Gordon.

_«.Major E. C. Gordon and family will move from the
Switch to near the Blowing Cave soon.

...It has been suggested that Boyd's Switch be changed
to Belmont Junction,

...The Belmont company have a contract for fi
: or five years to
furnish the M&C RR all the coal they need., :

Convict Lease System

Ethel Armes notes in her book. The Story of Coal and Iron in
Alabama, that since the beginning of ¢oa mining in Alabama
convicts were often used as laborers in the mines. Leasing thej
convicts from the local jails and prisons was familiar ground between
the coal miners and local law officials. The convicts provided cheap
labor. The mine owners provided food, clothing, shelter, medical
attention, and security for the convicts. In exchange for their labor,
the state received a small remuneration from the mining company,
which was used to supplement the state penal system. The following
excerpts from the March 14 and May 2, 1878 editions of The
Alabama Herald highlight this practice of using convicts in the
mines:

Local News

...Copeland and Bose Brown were carried Monday to
the Eureka Mines to dig the black diamonds. Brown
received a two year sentence. Copeland received a three
months' sentence.

...0ur county convicts were brought down from the
Eureka Coal Mines by Judge Kyle and She(iff Grider
yesterday and are now at work fencing the jail. 'Our
commissioners have, very properly as we think, determined
to have them work at home.

Local News
...Copeland, one of the mine convicts who has been
working for the county commission for some days, has
absented himself without leave. He said he would not run
away.

The Belmont Mines were operating very mucces il L:ll:
their colleagues at the Eurcka Mines, the Gordons also tQOk u}?ad a
Practice of using convicts in the mines. Thg Bdmon»t S of the
five-year contract to furnish the M&C RR with coa.l T The
COnviets made it easier to fill this large order on a.hme.:ly ba:ist of
Gordons hag about 107 convicts working in their mines,
Whom were Negroes. : sss. the Gordons had
[tis quite likely that because of their SUCCess,
28
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esand competitors who were envious oftheir position
d their success with the Belmont Mines. Asaresult,

some controversy circulating which suggested that Gordons
i anely. An investigation into the Gordons’

atine the prisoners inhum tio
e d by the county officials. In the February

o : e i
mining operation was implemen e : |
20,1 8%0 edition of The Scottsboro Citizen, the editor, James Armstrong,

published the following committee report:

their share of enemi
in thecommunity an

The Belmont Coal Mines
Report of the Commissioners

The undersigned members of the Commissioners Court
of Jackson County, in company with several prominent
citizens of the county, visited the Belmont Coal Mines to
ascertain the correctness to the reports in circulation in regard
to the treatment of our county convicts. On arriving at the
mines we found the work in all of its various departments
under active operation, and the Messrs. Gordon and the
officers of the Company all at their post, all of whom, took
great pleasure in showing us around. They have about one
hundred convicts employed, of whom seven or eight are from
this county, the balance from the other counties in this State.
We interrogated those from this county in regard to their
treatment, and all seemed satisfied and cheerful. They said
they had plenty to eat, were not overworked or inhumanely
treated, and with this statement their appearances fully
correspond.  So far as we know, the gentlemen who
?ﬁcompan@d us, all came away impressed with the idea that

€ reports In regard to their treatment were unfounded and
wholly gratuitous.
o Ti;: Messrs. Gordon and officers of the Company,
=8 dugen;zui”:gs' sincere obligations by the kind reception
pitality shown us during our stay.

Nelson Kyle,

P. Brown,

C. C. Spiller,

J. J. Jordan,

E. R. Inglis,

The [nve - .

convicts by the Gitrlgstm" Mo the possible mistreatment of the
have been sparked b ns Proved to be a false alarm. The probe might
the mines were Ncgr);):escliaf;:t that most of the convicts being used 10
South hag brough er the War Between the States, the New

ic approach toward the

treatment of Negroes. This new attitude was even more prevalent in
the coal fields of Alabama. The coal laborers realized the dangers of
working in the mines. They had witnessed occurrences such as
premature explosions, respiratory ailments from inhaling the
hazardous air, and, most frightening of all, the looming threat of
possible cave-ins. These unfavorable occupational conditions
created within the workers a greater tendency to look out for each
other while in the mines. As aresult, there existed an interracial union
between the black and white miners. Amazingly, this bond
superceded the racial segregation that divided the very same workers
in nearly every other aspect of their lives.

The Gordons were cleared of the charges, and continued their
practice of using the convicts in the Belmont Mines as noted
in the March 18, 1880 edition of The Scottsboro Citizen:

Local News

A man named Brown was found guilty of stabbing a man
named Paco living between Bridgeport and South Pittsburgh,
Tennessee. He was speedily turned over to the proprietors of
the Belmont Coal Company at Boyd's Switch to help develop
our resources.

Even though the Gordons made a practice of using convicts in
their mines. around 1896 Senator John B. Gordon introduced a plan
in the Georgia Senate which would abolish the convict lease system.
His proposal for terminating the system was not approved, which
then prompted him to unleash the most thorough investigation ever
into the system and the treatment of the convicts. He was met with
serious opposition.

There were several arguments in favor of continuing with the
practice of using the convicts in the mine. The strongest case
presented was the financial support received for the convicts.
Opposing parties argued that after the Civil War the southern states
were financially destitute and were not able to take care of the
prisoners. Therefore, the lease system was helping to pay for their
care. This was probably the most successful argument presented
against John Gordon’s attempt to abolish the convict lease system.
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Belmont Coal and Railnoad Company Incorporates

After a while the coal seams in the Belmont Mines were gr OWing
thinner, and, therefore, it was becoming less profitable to continue
mining in this area. The seams were broken up by fault.?, and the miners
were often running into “squeezes.” This was a shocking reality to the
Gordons as it had previously been predicted that the coal supply was
inexhaustible. The Gordon Brothers foresaw the time when it would
become necessary for them to withdraw their investments from the coal
mines. They had taken every possible measure to launch their coal
mining operation with as little personal financial investment as possible.
John Gordon had previously made several failed financial ventures, and,
therefore, was not anxious to sink any more of his personal money into
the coal mines. Therefore, they began to investigate ways to get out of the
coal mining business with as little financial loss as possible.

When the Belmont Mines first began to show promise of
success, the Gordons sought measures to protect what personal assets
they had already invested in the company. Now that the coal seams were
thought to be less promising, the Gordons were getting a little anxious
about possible liabilities. This was not necessarily an irrational line of
thinking. After all, the Belmont Mines had an exclusive five-year
contract with the M&C RR. Until now this seemed like a solid deal.
However, the coal seams were no longer living up to their projected
output volumes. The Gordons feared that there would come a day when
the demand severely outweighed their supply.

. ."I"he Gordon Brothers quickly
Pos.mbnhtxes to protect themselves. After
the'f_ options, they settled on the idea of in
::/12:] ;(fj l:t; coﬁr’npa?ry was incgrpc')r.a.ted and
i lee om any liabilities on

mont Coal and Railroad
After working out the details

lawyers.ﬁled th.c Papers in the Jackson

considered a number of
carefully looking at all of
corporation. They figured
out of their name, then they
claims that might be made
Company.

of their in corporation, the
County Court System. The

1879. However.  With the Probate Judge on April 5,
January 21, 1880 that the

Declaration

John B. Gordon, Dade County, Georgia, Eugene C.
Gordon of Jackson County, Alabama, and Walter S. Gordon of
Clay County, Alabama are desirous of forming themselves
into a business corporation under the name and style of
‘Belmont Coal and Railroad Company.' The business to be
conducted in the county of Jackson, Alabama, at Belmont.

The business proposed to be carried on is the
construction of a railroad line from the top of Cumberland
Mountain to intersect with the Memphis and Charleston
Railroad line at or near Boyd's Switch in said County. The
main track a distance of about three (3) miles, with 2 narrow
gauge railroad on the mountain of length three (3) and three-
fourths (%) miles. Also an incline plane of length near
twenty-two hundred (2200) feet. The chief purpose being
the transportation of the company's coal and supplies and
things of value incidental thereto and the mining of coal in the
said line of proposed road in said county.

The capital stock of said incorporation five thousand
dollars ($5000) divided into fifty (50) shares at one hundred
dollars ($100) each. And of this stock each one of said
corporation owns and has contributed to and placed into the
same sixteen and shares each sixteen hundred and sixty-six
and /100 dollars each. .

Said persons bona fide desire to develop the said coal
fields or mines at said region. To construct said railway and
in good faith to mine for coal and transport the same to the
market. The chief place of business will be at Belmont at the
mines of the said company. And they desire to be
incorporated for the said purpose under the Iayvs of Alabama.

And invoke your honor to do all these things under this
application and declaration that will consummate said object
in accordance therewith.

All of which is respectfully submitted.
John B. Gordon

Eugene C. Gordon
Walter S. Gordon
April 5, 1879 *



Preparing to Close the Mines

The Gordon Brothers made three important steps in preparin g
to get rid of the Belmont Mines. The ﬁrs% step was to divest all their
personal holdings into their new cor;)orat}on. The next move was to
sign over all third-party mineral leases into the company that had
been established when they first came to Boyd’s Switch, Alabama as
shown in the following transfer:

Sale of Mineral Lease

State of Alabama, Jackson County. Know all men by
these present that we the undersigned, J. B. Gordon, E. C.
Gordon, and W. S. Gordon lessees of the land known as the
Belmont Coal Mines, described in the written lease contract
for the consideration of one thousand dollars to them in hand
paid by the Belmont Coal and Railroad Company, the receipt
whereof is hereby acknowledged, do by these present sell,
transfer, and conform unto the said Belmont Coal and
Railroad Company and their successors, all their right, title,
and interest to and in the said lease contract within described
as aforesaid. In testimony whereof we have hereunto set our
hand and seals on this the 22™ day of January 1880.

|, Nelson Kyle, Judge of P.C. for Jackson County hereby

certify that above transfer was filed 13% November, and
recorded this November 13", 1880.

Nelson Kyle, Judge

om one to none inclusive contain a full true
c?f(rect, and complete exemplification of the record in m)'/
? |§ehof the lease contract from Jonathan Latham and others
c%nt?agt?dlggrggrmzn(tj é)thlers ce;nd of the transfer of said
imont Coal and Railroa i
under my hand this the 28" day of July lcg(Blcl)mpany. S

John B. Tally
Judge of Probate 5
’n1e . .
sell the comtrl:cr:i lmlp ortant step “}C Gordon Brothers made was to
newly formed B \;vm the‘ Memphis and Charleston Railroad to the
theirs 4 PchOna]es':fg?}t, Cnoial‘and Railroad Company. This assured
et in ca :
demands of the five-year contractsc the mines could not meet the
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After these important actions had been carried out. the Gordon
brothers continued to operate the mines daily as though nothing was out of
order. They gave no indication of their intentions to cease management of
the mines. Itis not clear why their plans were so secretive. Perhaps it was
because they felta sense of obligation to the people of Boyd’s Switch and
did not want to cause any uneasiness. Maybe it was because they were
embarrassed to have brought so much promise to the area, and feared that
they would lose the mines. Whatever their reasons for making these moves,
the citizens of the Switch were completely unaware that the Belmont Mines
would soon close down.

The local newspapers were very faithful about keeping the
residents abreast of the activity surrounding the Gordons. In the
following excerpts from The Alabama Herald and The Scottsboro
Citizen, we can ascertain that the Gordons were taking every measure
possible to give the impression thatall was well with the Belmont Mines and
that they were permanent residents of the community. Inthe March 5,
March 9, and March 25 of the 1880 editions of The Scottsboro Citizen,
every move by the Gordons was reviewed in a celebrity-like fashion.

Local News

...These mines are bound to result beneficially to Jackson
County, and we are proud to have such energetic, live,
persevering men as the Gordons in our county. The latent
wealth of Jackson County is being developed. All praise is due
the men who have invested so largely in trying to develop her
resources. These mines turn out over two hundred thousand
pounds of coal daily, and there is an inexhaustible supply of
coal in the mountains adjacent.

Local News

...Captain Hugh Gordon of the Belmont Coal Mines, son
of Georgia's distinguished Senator, was In 1own today.

Local News

...Senator John B. Gordon and formerGovemﬁor Colquit; q{
Georgia passed down the road Monday (March 23) on a visi
to the Belmont Coal Mines.

The Alabama Heraldwas also very much groundeddlnc:il:i
practice of seeing only the positive side of things from the standp
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of the Gordon Brothers. Inits March 11, 1880 edition, seyera] new
tidbits gave the impression that the Gordons were still deveIOpin;

resources.
Boyd's Switch

...Mr. Hugh Gordon is building a residence here,
...Boyd's Switch now has a population of 100.

...Capt. J. C. Turbyville is master mechanic at the Belmont
Coal Mines.

4 ...Thg Messrs. Gordon are running a steam saw and grist
mill at this place.

~...The Belmont Coal Company Mines are shipping about
eight car loads of coal daily--averaging eleven tons per car.
...Mr. Frank Gordon, of Atlanta, GA, son of General John
B. Gordon, is visiting relatives at this place.

. Although it was not public knowledge that the Gordons were
pl{mmng to leave the Belmont Mines, there were numerous instances that
mxght.ha\{e indicated that the Belmont Coal and Railroad Company was
expenencingserious financial mismanagement. Debts were not being paid
and the company was constantly being sued by its creditors. In the’

fol.lowu}g excerpt, a plaintiffcompany known as the Estill Brothers fileda
suitagainst the company for outstanding funds:

Accounts Payable for
Belmont Coal and Railroad Company

During 1880 i
arid Rallred mm?)gf,;he first part of 1881 the Belmont Coal

aggregate total of $64£grchased 8oads and chattel with an

mad
2, 1881, the balance due \irai %n1tg§_a6°§°2”t' As of February

The real talents of th
Prowess, butthey were equall
debtsmounted daily, they w,
providersand creditors, U

based on the Perception of the; | ywereable to close these deals

known thejr ]
plans, they probably would nothave been as successful

Undoubted Az
ly, the most significant sign that the Belmont Mines

wereabout to mak:
€achange ¢
compa . anbe detected i the :

panystock. Despite the fact they weredsll?olil):T e
ing

e Ch}OTQOH Bmthcrs lay in their military
Y Charismatic businessmen. Even as their

ereabletosecure o rvi
ans and goods from service
ndoubtedly, the ;
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signs of financial instability, the Gordons were able to persuade the courts
to increase the capital stock of the Belmont Coal and Railroad Company
from $5,000 to $250,000, which is an increase of 5,000 percent. Each of
the Gordon brothers received a large amount in this settlement:

Report of Subscription to Increase Capital Stock
State of Alabama, Jackson County.

To the Honorable John B. Tally, Judge of the Probate Court
of Said County.

The undersigned W. S. Gordon, Vice-President and
stockholders in the Belmont Coal and Railroad Company, a
corporation existing under the general laws of Alabama in
conformity with and by direction of a resolution this day,
passed in a meeting of the stockholders of said company, at
which two thirds the stock in value was duly represented,
respectfully represents and reports to your Honor that, in
conformity to an order issued by the Hon. Nelson Kyle, then
Judge of the Probate Court of said County, hearing data April
1* 1880, the said Belmont Coal and Railroad Company in
meeting assembled on the 10th day of May 1880, after giving
thirty days notice thereof in The Alabama Herald, a county
newspaper, increased the capital stock of said company from
$5000 to two hundred and fifty thousand dollars, and
immediately thereafter, to wit on the said |0" day of May
1880, the books of subscription were opened and the whole
amount of two hundred and fifty thousand of capital stock
thus increased, including the $500 hitherto taken, was
subscribed to, taken, and paid for in money and prope(ty. at
its money value by the following named persons, to wit:

J. B. Gordon, 625 shares $100 each paid for in money

$62,500 _ _ .
E. C. Gordon 625 shares $100 each paid for in money

property at its money value $62,500 ' .
W. S. Gordon 625 shares $100 each paid for in money &

property at its money value $62,500 7

Before the ink had time to dry on this document, the Gordons
petitioned the court yet again to increase the value of the company stoc}c
the very next month. Thistime, the brothers asked the courttoncrease their
stock t;rom $250,000 to $400,000, which an increase of 160 percent.
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Report to the Probate Judge

To the Honorable John B. Tally, Judge of the Probate Court
for Jackson County, Alabama. By leave to report to your
Honor's Court and pursuant to a notice in The Alabama
Herald, the stockholders of the Belmont Coal and Railroad
Company met at Boyd's Switch, Alaba‘ma, for the purpose of
determining whether or not the capitol stock of the said
company should be increased from $250,000 to $400,000.
By a vote of the stockholders it was determined that the
increase should be made. These proceedings were entered
on the books of the said company.

This increase will become effective as soon as the
subscription is completed.

All of which is respectfully submitted to your Honor,

John B. Gordon, President
John T. McClendon, Secretary

Report of Stockholders

State of Alabama, Jackson County. To the Honorable
John B. Tally Jr. Judge of the Probate learned of said Co.

Sir,

The undersigned President and Secretary of the Belmont
Coal and Railroad Company, Respectfully report to your
Honor, that pursuant to a notice of published in the Alabama
Hera.ld, for thirty days prior to such increase of capital, stock
as will h_ereafter appear, the stockholders of the Belmont Coal
and Railroad Company held a meeting at Boyd's Switch in
said County on the 5! day of February, 1881, and at such
meeting two thirds in value of the stockholders voted to
Increase the capital stock of said Company from two hundred

said increased stock was all subscribed i
' ; and
accordingly- This 10" day of February 188?, stock issued

John B. Gordon, President
John T, McClendon, Sec. @

Once a

Brothers had ~ga_;n’ We are able to witness the influence the Gordon
: n ackson County at this time, as the court agreed a

nerease the valye of

than a twelve month period, the Gotrl:ii)rsltsolf:
of the stock of the Belmont Coal ang Rai
pcrcc::m. .Although the Belmont Coal an
proving itself financially unstable by faj
Outstanding debts in a timely manner }tlheal

of the company. In less
dincreased the total value
Iroad Company by 8,000
q Railroad Company was
ling to remit payment for
probate judge allowed them
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to increase the value of their stocks. This move was necessary in orderto
increase the listof company assets.

The Gordon Brothers knew that they had to make the
company look secure on paper if they were to succeed in their master
plan of getting out ofthe business without penalty or recrimination. They
had already begun watering the stocks to increase the value of the
company. Their next move was to persuade other business partners to
transfer their properties into the name of the newly incorporated company.
The following abstractions are examples of deed transferences that took
place at this time:

Barratt Smart conveys to Belmont Coal and Railroad
Company: E Y2 of NW¥% S19 T3 R5E *

F. Obadiah Hurt conveys to Belmont Coal and Railroad
Company, signed F. O. Hurt, March 2, 1881. ©

Gordon Brothers and wives conveys to Belmont Coal and
Railroad Company, signed March 2, 1881, !

The third-party mineral rights which had been secured
between Eugene Gordon and the landowners had also been
successfully transferred into the Belmont Coal and Railroad
Company. Therefore, any future dealings regarding this issue could
not be taken up with either John, Eugene, or Walter, but instead had
to be addressed by the newly formed company. This measure woulq
not only protect the Gordons financially, but would also protect their
reputation as noted businessmen as well. However, examples such as
the following invoice demonstrate how the Gordons were c?rclcssly
squandering profits from the Belmont Coal and Railroad Company
on expensive clothing:

Newburgh, Stern, Laver, and Co.,
Manufacturers of Fine Clothes

10 Cashmere Suits at $13.50 each
9 Jeans Suits at $6.50 each
8 Worsted Suits at $7.50 each
7 Boys Suits at $5.50 each
1Custom Made Suits at $17.50 each
2 Coats at $17.50 each
6 Pants at $1.50 each

Drayage & Other Cost $4.75
Total Charges $347.25
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The Final Act

Of all the complicated and multilevel ﬁnancfal t'ran'sac':tionAs,
exchanges, and developments .the GorQons m:adc during t(;IClr ;:mp in
Boyd’s Switch, nothing was as impressive as vx'hat occurre lon riday,
April 1,1881. On this date, a financial trapsactlon bcrwegn the Gordon
Brothers and the Marine National Bank in Ncw York C !ty took. place
which had a far-reaching effect on the individuals associated with the
Belmont Coal and Railroad Company. The stockholders of th(? company
approached the Marine National Bank fora loan of $100,000. F.hcy used
the total assets of the company as collateral. These assets included
railroads, the incline, stock, land, buildings, third-party mme.ral leases,
tools, sawmills, lumber and everything else used in the mining and
transporting of coal to Boyd’s Switch. |

The Marine National Bank agreed to this loan, appointed U lysses
S. Grant, Jr. as trustee, and issued 100 one thousand dollar ($1,000.00)
gold certificates. The maturity date was April 1, 1895. The interest coupons
couldberedeemed each year as scheduled. The gold certificates were sold
almostimmediately. William P. Newman of Huntsville purchased seventy-
five. John Morris of New York City bought the remaining twenty-five.

Thecitizens of Gentles Cove, Boyd’s Switch, and the neighboring
arcas continued to support their families by farming or as laborers in the
Belmont Mines and the local mills and lime plants. No one had been the
wiserto the Gordons as they had transferred all of their personal interests
outofthe company and had taken a loan against the corporation. Even the
newspaper editors (James Armstrong and Alexander Snodgrass), as

inquisitiveand informative as they were, had not been aware of the changes
thathad taken place,

It was not until sev
of the Belmont Mines that
the Gordon Brothers wer
and Railroad Company. The on]
departure appeared in the Apri 21!
Herald, The notification of their
surprisingly, the article placed the bro

eral days after they relinquished ownership
the citizens of Jackson County learned that
© 10 longer in charge of the Belmont Coal
y information provided about their
1881 edition of The Alabama
departure was brief. Most
thers in a positive light.

Local News

The Messrs. Gordon have sold the Belmont Coal Mings.
Their energy and enterprise have been rewarded with
SUCCesS.

Just as secretively as the Gordons had cntgred the front door
to Boyd’s Switch, they had exited the rear dooras qunetly.. Al.thoughﬁ::e
Belmont Coal and Railroad Company did not have a lasting impact lhe
other known mining operations, such as the Eureka Furnace Company, the
Pratt Coal and Coke Company, Sloss Furnace, or thc Tennessee
Company (among others), the Gordon brother§ and their mining company
leftan impact on Menlo, whose effects can still be felt today.
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Education during Gordon Years

The Northwest Ordinance of 1787 required that all of the lapg
given to the United States by the Treaty of Paris to be held in the publje
domain. Before the Continental Congress made plans for the governing of
the new territory, it was necessary to make provision for the private
ownership ofthis public land. Using the geographer’s line established by
Thomas Hutchins, the township lines were developed. The townships were
six miles square. The sixteenth section of each township was reserved for
publiceducation. Inorderto be in compliance with the federal regulations
setforth in the establishment of the township, in 1854 the Jackson County
Commissioners Court of Roads and Revenue appointed three trustees for
each ofthe thirty-seven townships.

The trustees for township three, range four east were: E. C.
Williams of Trenton, Robert C. Austin of Hollytree, and Jonathan
Latham of Wininger. The sixteenth section for this township was
located on Jacobs Mountain, which is one of many spurs of the
Cumberland Plateau. The only revenue that might have been
received in this area would have been from the sale of timber (logs).
The area in 1853 was isolated and rugged, with no access roads.
Trenton, at the elevation of 600 feet in Paint Rock Valley, was 1,000

feet lower than the Jacobs Mountain Plateau. Therefore, the public-

supported educational opportunities for the few children living in this

township were extremely limited. An article in the February 9, 1872
edition of The 4 labama Herald, listed the education dividend funds forthe
Jackson County townships. The total provided for the township schools
!0 Jackson County was $9,039.88. Of that amount only $326.47 was
allotied fortow"_ShiP 3 Range 4E (the Jacobs Mountain township).
Tacoh IJ;OW“S_}“P four, Range foureastis located immediately south of
e ; ountain. The MeAllister School Districtwas at the north side and
]Sntc Uh ed part ofthe first discussed township. The trustees were William
ephens of Stephens Gap, John Isbell of Boyd’s Switch, and James

Woosley ofthe Sinks, The si
s. The sixteenth secti : ; )
mountainous, Included ection for this township was also

Bc?ny Cove. The prosp in this section were part§ of Schiffiman Cove and

imity to the Memphis and Chaj i e
the dividended arleston Railroad. The

amount recei
eceived from ational fund was $383.32.
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In 1881,acombination school and church house was built in Menlo.
Atthetime, therewereaboutfifty familieslivingthearea, whoundoubtedly had
school-aged children in their households. Oral history handed down from
previous generations and limited newsarticles verify that there were private
school sessions being held. Inthe March 14, 1878 and the September25,
1879 editions of The Alabama Herald, we find the following articles:

Larkinsville Advancing to the Front

The citizens of Larkinsville are now rearing the frame
of a new schoolhouse building, 60 x 30 feet for a study hall,
with a wing of large size for a recitation room. Mr. Larkin
donated the ground, a beautiful spot, and $300. Drs. Smith
and Boyd, and others, are liberal contributors to the building
and patrons to schools. This building will be an ornament to
the village, and an honor to the builders. We wish the people

there the success they so richly merit.
Boyd Switch Items

Miss Emma Hurt will open her school next Monday.

The above news articles indicate that there were community
public schools as wells as privately-funded sghoois in place to help
educate the younger residents of the community. )

The Larkinsville School was in Township Range 5. The
allocation in 1871-1872 for his township was $593.11. With the new
school building and public tax money for the teacher’s szﬂary. each
child in the area had the opportunity to receive an education.
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Charlie Boyd Isbell

The following perspective is taken from the autobiography o_f Charlie Boyd Isbell,
In his latter years, Mr. Isbell realized the importance of history, so he penned

the story of his life to be shared with his children, grandchildren, and all other
interested readers.

When I was five years old, I attended my first school at Acorn

Hull Public School. The schoolhouse was located at the mouth of
Shipman’s Cove and two miles west of Limrock. The teacher was my
oldest sister, Sally. Limrock was located at the junction of the OIld
Memphis and Charleston Railroad and the old narrow gauge railroad

running through Gentles Cove to the Blowing Cave. The Belmont
ines were owned and operate by a Chicago, Illinois Yankee Major
by the name of Gordon.

be ack. wn off without serious
njury, but we had a bad scare,

hool house was built by the w. J. Word Lumber

©N 1o receive an education. M.

n Shipman’s Cove. This building was later
US services.

Acom Hul| se
Company as a place for hijs childr
ord operated a sawmill §

used as a place for religio
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Maude Stewart Waoosley

: : : owned

There were nine shanties which were locatccé On'vll?::gic foa
by Obediah Hurt. In 1932 the farm was owned [\{ lfathcr rented
McClendon and her husband, John T. MG euda:. h{)use about 1/4
a crdp from Mr. McClendon. We lived ina VCE’ mcaccmp- beomint
mile south of the shanties. On;:l di{{)’ Wh‘tlg Irlnvac ::]ags o one of flie two

ilable for us >

. The only place available . e a roof over
lr)cl)l(::nccj;hantics. \)J/VrcZ were crowded, but thankful tﬁnr}:zl\;eStewart, my
our lxéads. Our family consisted of my -ﬁ}ﬂ"ll"créte‘wan andthe five of
mother, Kate O’Neal Stewart, an olderbrother, J. T. ’

s, — iti . T. married
IBILS After a year of very crowded living condmrc:ln:},]imies PR
[¢ ~ 2 0 .

ing i ther of the two-ro M
: housekeeping in ano _room houses. Mr.
2?2:»5;:1(12 a family Ix)noved out of one of the tl:r;e]a:ﬁg'
McClcndo;1 allowed us to move to this vaciil‘[}]et\»/o-room shantiesdid
This house was much largerand nicer. 1l : The three-room houses
not have any type of covering on the inside \IV:HS(;f the inside walls. The
in overing or My mother
we were in had a wood plank ¢ 4 e walls. My 1 _
previous tenant had tacked newspa%etx (C)(\)fsg ::;;S:fallsand ceifing, This
i sused1o 2. el e until
wallpaper which wasu in this house
ﬁzg;g:;:gfjl\r/zi out gnld made it easier to heat. We lived
1944 when we moved to Scottsboro.
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James T. Stewart

When originally builtin | 879, the seven two-rgom houses WTC;Ir :
designedas temporary quarters for the railroad construcnpn workers.t o
buildings were quickly constructed ofthe cheapest materials, Thc outs !
walls were constructed of mill run one by wide planks, a four-inch batten
board was used to cover the cracks. .

After fifty years, these outside walls had deteriorated to a
condition thatno amount of: crack stuffing would improve. The three-room

The three room shanties were built
the families of the Gordon Brothers. Whe
Blowing Caye were finished, these familie
at Boyd’s Switch became the residences
the Gordon Brothers® coal and railroad ¢

first as living quarters for
n the three cottages at the
S moved. The two houses

for the officials managing
Ompany,
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Elizabeth Rousseay Frasiep

S lowing Cave.
[lived with my father, Dave, anq famlcliyl;jtl}:?negiame frgom the
All of the water used for drinking, cooking alllen toa wash place atthe
e, wash day, the dirty clotth_Weff tta of water. The house we
cave. Doing a family washing required lots o
ived i : wi
g m\zlvzsdivcf r?(/)to z:tdt;:nd school at Pierceton go&é‘ ;Jalcr?rtgglt( we were
fCgularity. This was due to the distance an
Need : A eca
& gut?n?%ry weather, the temPer?.turi;nvsvgecg:ne reliefto ﬂ}gesg
for €ooling milk and butter. This cool o & The cool water provi o
Wilers o the farm and nearby mountains. tmosphere at the entran
“elcome relicfto both man and beast. Thea

€ cave was quiet and restful.

ve was ideal
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Helen McCormick Stewart (1 year old) seated in front of a shanty built by the Bsimop
Coal and Railroad Company owned by the Gordon Brothers.

o

The Blowing Cave is located about one mile south of the ;
McAllister Sinks, which is a hanging valley that covers a surface ;
area of approximately four square miles. The Sinks area can be I
thought of as a large bathtub. After a heavy rainfall, the surface
water flows to the lowest level position (or the floor) in the Sinks,
which is at the 900 foot elevation level. Located on the openings
in the floor of the valley are sink holes through which the surface
water disappears underground. These sink holes have canals that
merge into one large area where the water gathers. :
After a short period of time, gravify and compression
force the water out of this common area through a sort of
geological drain pipe. This water exits through a cave opening
which is located approximately two hundred fifty feet lower in .
elevation and one mile south of the bottom of the valley. The force y
' [** | of the water pushed out from the sink holes can move large rocks
y O and uproot trees. The sudden rushing draft of air and the flood tide |
of water create unpleasant and dangerous conditions at the cave |
opening; hence its given name, The Blowing Cave. :
L During periods of dry weather, the cool air aro'und t lxc
: : entrance and the emerging stream of water create an exlrer{lelg
e A LA — pleasant and soothing atmosphere. ~ Early settlers pﬂcn/leld

s— Picnics at the cave opening. Curious adventure seekers \)\?u
venture deep into the belly of the cave to study its Comp?S' lc-)r?i

However, this was a dangerous practice because if thehp eatsla
conditions changed during periods of inclement wcatler, ’1:‘:3);

r"'\ 50 could be seriously injured or killed by the force of the wa

Cxiting the cave. 51

Drawing of a two-room shan

ty built by the B :
pany to house the workers, y elmont Coal and Railroad Com-




Copy of original and 1878 Teachers' Warrant and Receipt that was issued to

Areas Discussed in this Chapter. _ :
teachers to guarantee their pay under the Township School ordinance.
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News Irems From The Scottsboro Citizen
James Armstrong, Editor

Boyd's Switch will probably soon boast of a Methodist Parsonage,
Col. Hurt has generously agreed to give an acre of Iand and one hundred dollars
towards securing the building. January 10, 1880

Miss Carrie Hurt of Boyd's Switch....entered school at this place last
week. February 13, 1880

Married at Boyd's Switch at Miller Isbell's, Mr. William Berry and Miss
Jennie Isbell, all of Chickman (Shiffman) Cove. The marriage was a secret until
the day of the wedding. William is a farmer and they are both old friends and

have lived together for many years. May the young couple live happy.
June 18, 1880

Huntsville Baptist Sunday School gave a picnic at the Blowing Cave
near Boyd's Switch last Thursday. An excursion train brought a large crowd
from Huntsville. We learn that is Was an enjoyable affair [

Addressed were delivered by Judge Coulson of Scottsb

oro, and Capt. J. D.
Brandon of Huntsville. June 11, 1880

Boyd's Switch Precinct 26. Miller Isbell, Reuben Erwin; William
(fgrét(l)es, JIns. Thomas Huggins. R. 0. Jesse Durham, Deputy Sheriff. July 9,

We attended 3 Speaking at Boyd's Switch last Frida

y and spent a
pleasant day at that Coal & Lime City. Had a splendid di ' t
his residence. July 30, 1880 ! T O s

A crowd of young folks from g

picnic at the caye r cottsboro and Boyd's Switch enjoyed a

€cently. September 3, 1880

Mrs, J. N. Maples of near Bo

for some nice pear yd's SWitCthgi(l)l please accept our thanks

S and apples, October 15, 1

. Alarge rattlesnake was ki in Gideon’s dini !
SWitch a fo G5, Octobi tﬂg;d (1)% gélvan Gideon's dining table at Boyd's

Good T g i
O I‘nmt:mper Lodge at Boyq's Switch is in flourishing condition. Mr.
ms us that 100 members haye enrolled. March 3, 1881

by her Pleasant visjt {go yourt' s Mineje Hurt, has

OWn. The S
ortune to know, are hospitable and kind to g t\t/?st:? by

returned much improved
People, who it is our good
or. Miss Lexie Snodgrass was
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a guest of Miss Hurt last Sunday. She also attended chqrch and Miss Hurt, the
organist, persuaded her to occupy her place as organist. This she did with
much credit to herself anq to the pleasure of the congregation. Col. Hurt burned
a large quantity of premium lime. March 10, 1881

Married at Boyd's Switch on the 7th inst. at the residence of the bride’s
brother, Mr. John R. King, and Miss Minerva Allen. April 14, 1881

Editor CITIZEN:--On last Thursday the Switchers attended en masse,
the Sunday school picnic at Blue Spring, on the Smith's Chapel and Larkinsville
Boss. The Sunday-schools of Smith's Chapel, Larkinsville, Woodville, and
Boyd's Switch were strongly represented. _

When our party arrived at the Spring, at quite an early hour, several
hundred people had already assembled, and the neighboring groves resounded
with sweet music culled from the Temple Star and New Life, by a bevy of

sters.
e The programme of the day was announced by Mr. .L. P. Browp. a.fter
which we listened to the eloquence and pleasantry of Dr. Smith, of Larkmswl'le,
and Rev. Cameron, each of whom entertained the crowd twenty or twenty-five
‘ S. - -
Mg It was then announced that the next annual picnic by the aboye
mentioned schools should be held at the same place on the fourth Saturday in
1882.
o After dinner was served, young and old gave themselves up tg
pleasure, whose scepter ruled supreme until the lengthening Zgadloglgslwarne
his subjects that the festivities of the day had closed. July 22,

Dr. W. B. McKelvy has removed from Bellefon'te to the Eeln;or;tw(i:é):;
Mines to dc; lhé company's practice. He also tenders his prof&ssnllc:)namsabama
to the Community of Boyd's Switch. Office at residence in Menlo,
July 22, 1881

: i lar
Miss Minnie Hurtof Boycrs Swiichls etpectad (b Tk SES REREEE
resort--Fern Cliff Hotel--tomorrow morning. August 4,

i i i f Boyd's
We regret to learn that our fair young fr}end. Nlls% gta(;tr)frkigr't (1)881y
Switch has not yet recovered from her severe iliness. e
Mr. John McClendon, secretary of the I?e(l:g':or; S
married to Miss Minnie Hurt, youngest dau_ghter 0 ; ri< a.nd Arpitidin i
Switch, last Thursday evening. They will visit New Yo

bridal tour. C. W. Brown, editor April 6, 1882

i istered
Mr. Walter S. Gordon and Mr. T. H. Watson of |nd:an?| %relfggé;
y ) : 16,
at the Harris Hotel. They are looking after coal interests. AP
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THe ALagama HeraLD
Alex Snodgrass, Editor

Miss Pink McClure of Boyd's Switch.and her cousin, Miss Van Cleve,
a pleasant young lady from Tennessee, were in town this week. Everyone that
is acquainted with Miss Pink knows that she is as pretty and good and sweet
a little human flower as could grow and thrive in our genial cline. June 27,
1878

Mr. Jefferson Gentle announces the opening of a new hotel and livery
at Larkinsville. He will accommodate transient persons or regular boarders
with fare lodging and horses. June 29, 1876

“Maggiep. Donaldson-McClure. On Thursday, 22d Nov. 1876, at the
residence of the bride's mother, near Boyd's Switch in this county by Rev. R.
D. Shook, Mr. S. B. Donaldson, of Scottsboro, and Miss Pink E. McClure.

Attendants—-Mr. J. B. Tally, Jr. and Miss Fannie Snodgrass; Mr. J. H.
Ledbetter and Miss Minnie Hurt.

Everyone--unless it be Some masculine hearts that were dazzled by the
shimmering golden hair of the bride, and who ponder the possibilities of the
‘Might Have Been' — wi| unselfishly rejoice with Mr. Donaldson, for though he
may not be exactly perfect, he is as near as anybody we know, and if ever a man
deserved an intelligent and good wife, it is our handsome lawyer friend.

And the bride!--as dainty a human flower as ever made this dark world

—-the slender figure, the fair cheek, glowing
T0Se, the pure brow, with its crown of golden hair, the

diating smile, and a ight
eyes, as happy as tha ght in the clear depths of her blue

: t of an innocent child; she |e d on the arm of the
bridegroom, and Surrounded by the by id feeon g8 am g
Minister pronounce i1 y the bngﬁesmalds and the groomsmen, while the

 inthe short byt solemn service words

like the heart of a blush
red mouth, with its irra

forgotten by those present,
There i i

) :f?:a?r'fso 3&125{;?? .or less rnte(est felt in the future of young people

e ealie I1e; always smiles and tears, hopes and misgivings,

We feel for them tE:?t;‘é‘;: aar ;E::;‘l)i Tgtrimonially yoked as our young friends,
ays coming,’ i i i icti
etness and Jove breath 8, Joyous times in a Christian

e e as naturally as fragrance from a
.for: € sanctuary of homa e 0 25t fichest on earth, We say this confidently,

dearin Proportion to the merits of the woman who _
eautiful, and she will magkyou"g friend's character is as lovely

aradi e his h i &2
Paradise for mortals. We cap say fervently, God m";satzme Ly

56

Next to the groom and bride, the groomsmen and bridesmaids are ‘the

erved of all observers;' and on this occasion, they were in their merriest

g ds, and lent their brightest smiles and gayest words to the enjoyment of all.
rTnhoeore é0uld be no duliness where pretty, vivacious Miss Minnie Hurt is.

We will not give an account of the yvedding festivities, the cutting of the
bride's cake, the feasting and wine-drinking enjoyed by the goodly array of
happy guests, lest we excite the envy of those who were so unfortunate as not
tabe mer{/fr" E. A. Ireland of Boyd's Switch, has had one of the Totman Mills on
exhibit during court. It grinds corn for feed, makes fine grits and bread meal.
It requires only a two horse power and cost about $60. From what we see of
it, we think it a wonderful invention for capacity and usefulness. November 30,
1876

William C. Wright, Esquire, of Boyd's Switch reports that Boyd's
Switch is still on the rise. February 28, 1878

The Boyd's Switch Sunday School contemplates having a picnic the 1*
of June. March 7, 1878

The Quarterly Meeting begins at the Boyd's Switch Church on the 24
f May. .
:/Iiss: gmma Hurt of Boyd's Switch spent Saturday and Sunday with Scottsboro
iends. .

e A number of Boyd's Switch gentlemen were in town Monday to attend
court. The trial did not come off. Y .
One of our bright-eyed young ladies paid a visit to Boyd shSwmr:T:\eladsitr évce“eoﬁ ;Jnudr
gay young Circuit Clerk mysteriously disappeared in the sa
spent Sunday. May 8, 1878

i icni le's
The Boyd's Switch sabbath school will havi a ngcnrlecS ua;n :::\?efal
Grove, two miles south of Larkinsville, next Sat. the 13th. p
will attend from our town. July 11, 1878

' icnic, i ble's
The Boyd's Switch Sunday school had a dellghrtqfucl)(p;c:cljcv,l;’rlo :(Se: e
Grove, |ast Saturday. Mr. Hurt, Su perintenden.t of tr_1e STI t?\ ) l e
Within himself, saw that amusement was provided 1orda‘ el
Were erected; a croquet set arranged on tije groun dss. g
Playing graces were produced, and these, with all kl?uhich ikt
beguiled the hours pleasantly away until dinner, hich Cop e et
announced in stentorian tones, summoning gll thefplchion e, ot
of good things was spread out on the grass, in the asd Ll
on the belief that 'fingers were made before kmv‘es;nre LTt Igﬂ
ot T ey i Larkinsville and vicinity
Over. The picnic was a success, and the vns’ltors frogw A ot i, nex
and Scottshoro, unanimously vote that Boyd's Switch g

Season. July 18, 1878
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THe PeopLE

James. Editor of The Citizen, or The Scottsboro Citizen.

gg::?gyo,nimes. Storekeeper for the Gordon Brothers.

Calquit, A. H. Former Governor of Georgla: .

Durrett, C. B. Stavemill operator from Virginia. .

Farrier, J. C. Employee of Belmont Coal and Railroad Company. Mr. Farrier
was an associate of Harrison G, Otis, )

Gordon, Carrie. Daughter of John B. Gordon. Carrie had a narrow gauge
railroad locomotive named after her

Gordon, Ella. Mrs. Eugene C. Gordon.

Gordon, Eugene C. One of the Gordon Brothers.

Gordon, Francis (Fanny). Mrs. John B. Gordon.
Gordon, Hugh. Son of John B. and Francis Gordon.
Gordon, John B. Senior member of the Gordon Brothers.
Gordon, Lula McLendon. Mrs. Walter S. Gordon
Gordon, Mable C. Daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Eugene C. Gordon. Mable had 2
standard gauge railroad locomotive named for her, “The Little Mable.”
Gordon, Walter S. One of the Gordon Brothers.
Grant Jr., Ulysses. Associated with Marine National Bank of New York.
Trustee of Belmont Coal and Railroad Company. Son of the former President
of the United States of America.
Harris, J. P. An associate of Harrison, G. Otjs.
Hurt, Emma, Daughter of F. Obediah Hurt,
Hurt, Carrie. Daughter of F. Obediah Hurt,
Hurt, F. Obediah, Operator of lime plant. Land owner.
meA(;ordtén Brothers.

cAlee, G. P. Medical doctor for Belmon i
McAfee, Sadie. Wife of G. P. McAfee. 8L Fnd Rafiroad Sopany;
:\?Aqflendon, John T. Bookkee
aiiroad Company. Brother of Mrs. Walter S. i itf
Harrison G. Otis. Married Miss My Hurf Gordon. He tried to work with
McClendon, Mrs, John T. Minnie Hurt,

mgﬁlz, 3/1 Bl Med|ca_| Doctor for Belmont Coal and Railroad Company.

e J'ohnar ﬁsid President of Memphis and Charleston Railroad Company.

N o oler of $25,000 of worth|ess Belmont Stocks or Certificates.
1, onroe. Locomotive fireman. Mr. Neely was injured when the “Little

Worked closely with

Snodgrass Alexander. Eqi
: . Ed
Snodgrass, Fannie, L

Classics. Assisﬁant editor of the *

Otis Years

The Building of Menlo
1881-1886

!

GENTLE STORE
SEREOAL MiTTeanst

A

.
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——— s
: ﬁéfdr_eﬁesta'ﬁl-is—h-gyMilﬁjn-ée,_'m.es in Boyd's Switch, Alabama

The Marine National Bank must have completely relaxed its
rules and regulations when it granted a loanhof -$100,000 to thc;
Belmont Coal and Railroad Company. C.onsildcn.ng the ﬁlﬁm'cm
state of the company, there was little investigation, if any at a} l, m[lgo
status of the company or its liabilities.‘ Undoubtc@}y, Scpa}tlor borzﬁ K;
Gordon’s reputation was influential in the dcqsxon 0‘ t c‘ a A
grant the loan, which was apparently made agamst the assu; ?loan
company. The only known term the b?nk 1mposfcd tupcs)::3 X 1;), 2
agreement to the Gordons was the appointment of a Srqum =
name of Ulysses S. Grant, Jr. (son of General .Lle‘sgcs l. : bus,inc.ss.

The Gordons were not onl)f mastermu.mds in “(C'Lre o
dealings, but were equally impressive at keeping lrlegig\lliticsphad &
bay. News items about their busincs_s E}hd pc'{son}a ?\zalrinc S
been very tempered since their negotiations .\wth the ] i
Bank. It was not until several days after their negotia 1[ At
news of their transaction with the baqk was ll:nor;;r; :pril 21[) s
Even though they had left behind a trail of debts, ’

as a Success.
edition of The Alabama Herald, had heralded them ,ZZ v i
The first action that Ulysses S. Grant, Jr. carr
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of the Belmont Coal and Railroad Company, was 10 appoint Major
Harrison G. Otis as agent of the company. Otl.S Was 10 assume the
responsibilities of the superintendent. Not unlike the Qordons, the
news of Otis’s arrival was received with grand enthusiasm by the
citizens of the community. The May 10, 1881 edition of The
Scottsboro Citizen indicated that Otis received a warm welcome from
the members of the community:

News Item

Mr. Editor: - Having seen a notice in your paper
soliciting correspondence from every section of the county, and

not knowing of anyone writing from here, | concluded to send
you a few items . . .

Many changes have taken place here in the last few
weeks. The Messrs, Gordon, who added so much to this place,

have gone to South Alabama to push forward their railroad
enterprise,

' Mr. Harrison G. Otis, of New York, is now the
Sup_enntendent of the Belmont Coal Mines. He is a stirring
business man, and is quite an addition to our social circle. Mr.

McClendon is the Company's Secretary, and Mr. Barclay,
storekesper, They have all moved to the mines.

The Apri] 28, 1881 and the June 2, 188] editions of The

Alabama Herald also put Harrison o 7 -
amongst the community members: G- Otis in a favorable light

New Item

Persons from Boyd's Switch i
" ' Speak in favorable term
of tg: SSLg)Znnrtsgdent of the Belm'ont Coal Mines. Mr. Heatrreirsorsl
x graduate of West Point and a man of energy and

News Item

" W SUperintendent of the Belmont Coal
' Was in town on Tuesday last. The

graduate of West Paint wasa 0 caop capital. Mr. Otis, a

business efficiency, ang reliabcirl}?;en i thorough training,

When Harrison G. Otis assumed leadership of the Belmont
Coal and Railroad Company, he had two goals. First, he was to
manage the property as seemed most cxpec?iem to him. His second
objective was to continue operating the mines as the Gordons had
planned. In doing so, Otis inherited the task of carrying out the
Gordons’ plans to build the town of Menlo. He entered into a contract
with a local firm owned by Marcellus W. Patillo and John J. Moody
for the construction of the town. The Citizen reported his plans to
finish the town in an article printed on June 3, 1881:

Local News Items

We are glad to make the acquaintance of Capt. H. G
Oftis, superintendent of the Belmont Coal Company, this
week. He had informed us that two churches and two good
school houses would soon be built at the m_ings. He is a nice
talented gentleman and will be an acquisition to Jackson
County.

(Abstract of Contract Agreement)

Parties of the first part,
Moody and Patillo,
and
Parties of the second part,
The Belmont Coal and Railroad Company,
agree to the following:

1. Parties of the first part will furnish materialqu{:z?ﬂog;?
construct 20 or more houses not to exceed 4 ’?ﬁcation5:
Harrison G. Otis will furnish plans and spec
$300.00 each. - . s

2. One combination school and church building 20'by 30
$225.00. . q

3. One store building 22' by 50' complete with shelves an
counters. _ o of 75

4. Ten (10) or more narrow gauge cars with capacity 0
Winchester bushels. $62.50 ¥

5. Twenty (20) trams at $16.00 *
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Litigations Hinder Progress

The Boyd's Switch residents were very pleased with the
progress Harrison G. Otis was making. Otis, however, was not as
enthusiastic as his fellow citizens were. They were not aware of the
problems he was undergoing with the Belmont Coal and Railroad
Company. When he assumed management of the company, he wag
immediately overwhelmed with financial problems from the
Gordons® poor administration and mismanagement of funds. He
hardly had any time to settle in and become acclimated with the
company before he was hit with a lawsuit against the company by
Louise Asher, who resided in Indiana at the time. The Jackson

County Courthouse records confirm that Mrs. Asher filed the
following complaint:

Mrs. Louise Asher
Plaintiff

V.
William Berry and
Belmont Coal and Railroad Company
Defendants

1876. Louise Culver married

deceased. 1868. He is now

Plaintiff further claims
unlawfyl entry onto her property a
on her mineral land. She js seeki

that the defendant gained
nd was therefore trespassing
Ng monetary damages. '3

. Harrison G. Otis and W

Louise Ag} illiam Berry were able to prove that
acknowlcsdl;r :r::] l(;c(jrec:i?cerais(jed husbaqd, William Asher, hadpexecuted,
said land, The ¢dto Berry in fee simple, a conveyance to the

co -
1881, urtruled in the favor of the defendants on December 1,

the mines. Unknown to him, a series of unfavorable law
this one which would nothave a positive outcome as in the Ashercase. The
first of this series began on May 6, 1881, the month afier the Gordons sold
the Belmont Mines. The Newburgh, Stern, and Laver Clothing Company

filed a complaint against the Belmont Coal and Railroad Company for
failure to pay an outstanding debt:

suits would follow

Newburgh, Stern, and Laver Clothing Company
of Cincinnati, Ohio, Plaintiffs
V.
Belmont Coal and Railroad Company
John T. McClendon, Secretary, Defendants.

Plaintiff avers that on September 1, 1880, defendant
Belmont Coal and Railroad Company was delivered
merchandise in the amount of $347.25. Plaintiff further avers
that on March 11, 1881, the defendant company was sent a
second itemized statement with interest from January 1, 1881.
On May 6, 1881, by Counsel of Milton Humes and George
Gordon attorneys for the plaintiff, a complaint was filed in
Jackson County Circuit Court, A. J. Huggins Clerk, for relief. 4

Other lawsuits continued to make their way on top of
Otis’s desk almost daily. He slowly realized the extent of
carelessness and financial irresponsibility with which the Gordons
had run the Belmont Coal and Railroad Company. The following
examples are extractions from lawsuits filed against the company
during the first couple of weeks Otis was in Menlo:

Emile Morgueze, Daniel 0 \{amey,
of Boston, Mass., Plaintiffs
V.
Belmont Coal and Railroad Company,
of Boyd's Switch, AL., Defendants

This suit was filed as the result of the nqnpayment of,\;he
promissory note for $102.35 signed by the defendant on May
12, 1880. The Company promised to pay the note in ninety
days to the banking house of W. R. Raison and Comeﬁg?/ﬁ
Which promissory note and interest from date due re
due and unpaid. '




Settle and Kinnard, Plaintiffs
V.
Belmont Coal and Railroad Company,
Harrison G. Otis, Supt.,
John T. McClendon, Bookkeeper,
Menlo, Alabama, Defendants

Plaintiffs seek to recover sum of $141.00 from
Belmont Coal and Railroad Company. Otis and McClendon
have effects of defendant in their possession or under their
control, and that plaintiffs believe that process of gamnishment
against said Otis and McClendon is necessary to obtain
satisfaction. Plaintiffs have posted bond. ¢

Otis hardly had a chance to get started with the plans to build
the town of Menlo when the lawsuits began. He was strapped for time
between court dates and contract negotiations with Patillo and
Moody, and simply did not have the required time to act as

superintendent of the mines. As a result, things were left unattended
and the general maintenance of the mines suffered.

. Qne particular area that was being neglected because of all the
distractions was the needed track repair. Otis had not been inspecting
the tracks on a regular basis to ensure the safety of the trains. As

result, an acc'ldent pccuncd. The Scottshoro Citizen ran a feature article
about the accident in its November 3, 1881 issue:

Accident at the Belmont Coal Mines

: nt Coal Mines last Tuesda morning.
joaerdeftixrrham, the engineer was badly hurt asywell as ga
o Peelefnl\jaan' Superintendent Otis was slightly bruised,
jump fr oore, of Scottsboro, was fortunate enough to

P the train without any injuries. We regret to hear

that Drs. Boyg
very serious.y and McAfee Pronounce Mr, Durham’s case

tt : :
Belmont Cog] and Railroad Com;ean;.o Mplaints filed against the

Monroe Neely, Plaintiff,
V.
Belmont Coal and Railroad Company,
Harrison G. Otis, Superintendent, Defendant.

...And plaintiff further avers, that whilst so in the
employment of defendant, as aforesaid, the defendant,
knowingly, so carelessly and negligently failed to keep its said
track and road- bed in good repair, and knowingly so
negligently and carelessly caused and permitted its said
engines or locomotives to run and pass over said track .and
roadbed, that as a trip from said Boyd's Switch to the mines
aforesaid, one of the engines or locomotives of said
defendants on which plaintiff was at work at the time, and
where in duty bound he should have been, was thrown from
said track and roadbed, whereby plaintiff was _mangled,
bruised, injured and crippled, in this: that his trip was so
injured as to require the use of crutches, and_ his head was so
severely cut, as to produce great bodily pain and suffering,
and his spine was so bruised as to disable him from work and
shocking his nervous systems so seriously as 1o incapacitate
him from performing the labor necessary to his daily existence
and support.

p[;\nd plaintiff avers, that but for thelwrongk agg
negligence of defendant in failing to keep its said ttrtarf :nd
roadbed in good and proper repair, and in Derm'l lslg s
causing its said engine or locomotive to be so careles vgould
over said track and roadbed, said engine or ?ocomotwe i
not been thrown from said track, and plalptnff WOUlc;fr:)(iesaid.
been so injured, mangled, bruised and crippled as e and

Wherefore, plaintiff says he has been d?rr; vfhich ks
injured in the said sum of Five Thousand Dollars, fo

now brings this suit. |,
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Harrison G. Otis was being pulled out of sorts with the Numeroy;q
lawsuits filed againstthe company. His absence from Menlo began t,, affect
the business contacts and associations which he had established since hig

arrival to Boyd’s Switch.

The contractors, Patillo and Moody, grew doubtfu] of his
ability to effectively handle the numerous lawsuits, manage the mines, and
oversee the building of the town of Menlo. Inthe following lawsuitagaingt
the Belmont Coal and Railroad Company, Patillo and M oody alleged that
Harrison G. Otis had failed to comply with the terms of the contract, and,
asaresult, had caused damages against their company:

Patillo and Moody, Larkinsville, Alabama, Plain-
tiffs,
V.
Belmont Coal and Railroad Company with Harri-
son G. Otis, Defendants.

Plaintiffs aver that they are hindered in the
performance of the contract by the gross negligence and
neglect of duty by said superintendent Harrison G. Otis.

Defendant did not:

1. Furnish lumber at contract price.

2. Transfer, without cost, from Boyd's Switch to mines and

other stations on the mountain, hardware and other
materials,

3. Pay for contracted hoy
completion, Employee
their neighbors, and ac
dissatisfied to a point
reputation,

4. Refrain from using indec
presence of employees,

5. Comply with terms of ¢
heavy council fees,

Ses, rail cars and trams upon
S a.nd suppliers of the plaintiff,
Quaintances were suspicious and
when plaintiffs Jost their credit and
orous and insulting language in

ontract forcing plaintiffs to incur

Wherefore plaintiffs hay
. e .
fifteen thousang dollars, Eaee" greatly damaged in the sum of
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Southern States Iron, Coal, and Land Co.,
Chattanooga, Tenn.,
Plaintiffs

V.
Patillo and Moody Contractors,
Larkinsville, Alabama
and
Belmont Coal and Railroad Company,
Menlo, Alabama,
Defendants

Plaintiff claims of the defendant Patillo and Moody,
contractors and builders engaged in building tram, cars, and
house carpentry at or near the Belmont Coal Mines in Jackson
County, Alabama, the sum of $409.76.

Plaintiff has this date posted $820 in bond and prays
that a writ of garnishment be issued to the Belmont Coal and
Railroad Company to answer what said company is indebted
to or what effects of said defendant Patillo and Moody it has
in its possession or under its control.

Defendant Belmont Coal and Railroad Company,
through its agent, Harrison G. Otis, responded to Southern
States Coal, Iron, and Land Co. v. Patillo and Mooqy and
Belmont Coal and R. R. Co., No. 3549 at R. 1 (Circuit Co‘urt
of Jackson County, AL Nov. 19, 1881) with the following
statement:

1. The Belmont Coal and Railroad Company is not indebted
to Patillo and Moody and will not be unless as result of a court
decree. )

2. The following items belonging to Patillo and Moody are
found and secured: 20 Ib. nails, box bolts, crowbar,

grindstone, screws, and misc. items.
Sworn before E.G. Petty, J. P., dated November 29,

1881. To wit. *°

Barton B. Smith was one of the original third-party lease
grantors that had dealt with the Gordons when Eugen‘f Ca;ﬂer:?
Boyd’s Switch around 1874. Mr. Smith had also grown agitate f\]‘lt '1
the Belmont Coal and Railroad Company and its performance o ihc
As a result, he filed a lawsuit against the ! con?pafvl)’ |::)rr1dlc§
fonpayment of a promissory note. Although this S.l;ll ’\’:iﬂéo;npzmy
quite quickly in his favor, the Belmont Coal and Ra.l rOfdactions that
Was in no way whatsoever prepared for the series .0
Barton Smith would take against them at a G
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Barton B. Smith, Plaintiff
V.
Belmont Coal and Railroad Company
Harrison G. Otis, Managing Agent
Defendant

Plaintiff claims he is owed one hundred dollars, due by
promissory note executed by said defendant on the 3rd day
of January 1881. Payable to the plaintiff thirty days from date
of execution with interest due thereon. Plaintiff claims that
the defendant has not paid note, 20

While the Belmont Coal and Railroad Company was
spending a lot of time in court, Menlo was growing in population. The
Scottsboro Citizen reported in the F ebruary 16, 1882 edition, that two
hundred families had settled north of Woodville. With all of the new
developments occurring in the area, the local residents probably had
little time to take note of Otis’s daily trips to the courthouse to settle
outstanding matters concerning the coal company.

Walter S. Gordon continued to thrive in the community as an
upstanding citizen. He made a generous donation to the local church
on the condition that the name of the town be

Switch to Lim Rock. The September 7, 1882 e
Herald announced the change:

changed form Boyd’s
dition of The Alabama

Boyd's Switch No More

: The name of the station on the M
Railroad in this county, on which is |
wgrks of Col, F, 0. Hurt and Co, a
failroad runs to the Belmont Coal
from Boyd's Switch to Limrock,

emphis and Charleston
ocated the celebrated lime
nd from which the branch
Mines, has been changed

' August 1, 1870 : ’On June 13,
1882, th : gust 1, : .
S A € Rock, and on July 21, 1882, it
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End of Belmont Coal and Railroad Company

With all the current lawsuits against the company, some of the
other original leaseholders became insecure about Otis and his
management of the company. As a result, they began to demand
payment for royalties which had not been remitted. In the following
lawsuit filed in February of 1883, Barton B. Smith headed a team of
dissatisfied residents demanding restitution forunpaid royalties:

Barton B. Smith, Plaintiff
v
Belmont Coal and Railroad
Company
Harrison G. Otis, Agent, Defendant.

Plaintiff claims of Harrison G. Otis, agent for tpe
Belmont Coal and Railroad Company, the sum of $78.88 for
unpaid royalties from Jul. 1, 1882, through December 31,

1882. %

Barton B. Smith had once again charged the Belmont Coal
and Railroad Company with failure to pay outstanding monigs owed
to him. The level of Mr. Smith’s frustrations was realized in more
lawsuits to come. _ . e

In the past months, Harrison G. Otis had proclaimed himse
as leascholder of the Belmont Coal and Railroad Company. .f\s‘ a
result, he was faced directly with answering each of these lawsuits
filed against the company. Eventually, these suits grew’ too much f}(})r
him to handle. When he realized that he couldn’t handle the
mounting pressure, Otis retreated and lf:ﬁ his father to startldtlz:es
leaseholder of the company, as noted in his May 3, 1883 letter to
editor of The Scottsboro Citizen:

Eoitor Scorrssoro Cimizen:--My dear sir--l write tot;ell églurr:gﬁ:
my father, W. B. Otis, has now the lessee Iof teCompany
Mines, though | am still the agent of the Be mr?gss 2l
and the superintendent of the mines. MydbUSr: T 1% the
my taking charge of them as before, and 0 sl
transfer was made to him. | am making avell 5% horing
prospecting and inspecting mineral lands, ast\hrough e
artisan wells.Parties ordering coal can do si? el
before or write to W. B. Otis, Menlo, Ala. My headq

be at this place.
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The above letter was no doubt written as a tactic tq reduce the
number of lawsuits being filed, by addingalittle more confusjon asto whg
was actually operating the mines. It was probably also a safeguard ¢,
protect Harrison Otis from any personal liabilities as the leaseho]dey ofthe
properties. However, he was not successful. The lawsuits and related
appeals continued to bombard his desk :

J. H. Powell, Plaintiff

V.
Harrison G. Otis, Agent,
Belmont Coal and Railroad Company,
Defendant

Plaintiff awarded $6 judgment and $20.68 court cost. Court
placed levy on 16 sacks of flour.

Defendant Harrison G. Otis, through counsel J. B. Tuff,
declared flour to belong to the Belmont Coal and Railroad
Company. Appeal bond was posted for jury trial in Jackson
County Circuit Court. On August 17, 1883, the Circuit Court

verdict in favor of the plaintiff,

On June 26, 1886, the Circuit Court denied the appeal of

the Belmont Coal and Railroad Company and ordered F. G.
Petty to continue said judgment in s

directs signed by A, J. Huggins, Clerk of Circuit Court. 22

nally reached his limit with Harrison G.
and Railroad Company. Smith was
hat his complaints were matched by
against the Company. In his eyes, Otis

, Pany’s debts, and that was all that was
lm 0 - ]
portant to him, He Wanted what was due him by this large

C i .

and Railroad Compan ";i-Party leases granted to the Belmont Coal

With the compgy Pany. He persuaded these Jang owners to take issue
Pany as he had done, He Successfully convinced them

Barton B. Smith, Plaintiff
v

Belmont Coal and Railroad Company, and
Walter S. Gordon, Vice-President, Defendants

Plaintiff sues for nonpayment of rent of $100.00 on store
building at Boyd's Switch, Alabama, for year 1880.
Defendant claims that payment was made to James K.
Wright, owner of building, on grounds that defendant signed
note on January 31, 1881, at which time plaintiff agreed to
hold defendant harmless against claim of James K. Wright.

Others involved in the suit were:

Willie Isbell, Tenant of Building in 1879

John T. McClendon, Secretary of Belmont Coal and Railroad
Company

Harrison G. Otis, Superintendent

James Barclay, Clerk at Company Store 23

The reputation of the Belmont Coal and Railroad Company
was under severe scrutiny as a result of the many pending and active
lawsuits. The residents were weary. The era of good feelings for
Major Harrison G. Otis’s arrival in Boyd’s Switch. rapidly
disappeared as the citizens realized that his management skills could
not meet the demands of his position. o

Very little regard was given to the fact that Otis had inherited
the majority of these problems from the Gordons. Also, ther.c s.eemcd
to be little appreciation for the progress he had made on building the
town of Menlo. It was almost as though the local residents r;gardcd
Mr. Otis as fouling up the course of progress that had been setin place
by the Gordons during their management of the Belmont Mines. The
aggregate state of the Belmont Coal and Railrogd Company re§led
upon the lone shoulders of Harrison G. Otis, who had since
disappeared. ‘

i3 The Belmont Coal and Railroad Company was in a state of
complete disarray. Harrison G. Otis left the mines and no long:é
claimed to be the agent or superintendent of the company. -
relocated his family to Huntsville. The local mvestors;[ gt:‘ec
concerned about the poor state of the company. As a resull, they
demanded restitution through the courts:
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Barton B. Smith, &7 AL., Plaintiffs
A
Belmont Coal and Railroad Company, Defendant

The Plaintiffs
Barton B. Smith Benjamin B. Allen
Ephraim Latham Jesse W. Isbell
John Berry Jonathan Latham
S. J. Mayhew William Berry
William Latham Zachariah Isbell

Claim of the defendant, Belmont Coal and Railroad
Company, a corporation chartered under the laws of
Alabama, one hundred thousand dollars as damage.

For that heretofore to wit:

On the 22" day of January 1879 the plaintiffs:

Bartop B. Smith Benjamin B. Allen
Ephraim Latham Jesse W. Isbell
John Berry Jonathan Latham

William Latham

And the followin
Latture, John A. Allen,

Property situated in sajd county of Jack

On the 22m day of Ja i
assigned their seiq I y nuary 1881, the said Gordons

. ~¢'C 18ases to the defendant. The lessees not
ir:s::ggt:s plamtlff_ N Writing assigned al| of their rights, titles,
plaintiffs'eigg ctlalr_ns to the lease ang to the property to the
his Survivere Ptsaid F. 0. Hurt who js dead and plaintiffs are

ase and followi
Ndantare in Wo

son.

Sai
Gordons toa ?E}E ng that the assignment of said
wit. rds and figures substantially to

Plaintiffs ayer that y i
n g
GO(dons went into the possesggnsald Ie_ase Sligtlie sold

said lease contract by reason of said assignment,

Plaintiffs aver that they have well and truly
performed, fulfilled and kept all things contained in said lease
contract on their part to be performed fulfilled and kept. Yet,
the defendant since the assignment aforesaid has not
performed, fulfilled or kept anything in said lease contract
contained on its part and behalf as such assignments to be
performed, fulfilled and kept according to the terms and effect
true intent and meaning of the said lease contract.

Plaintiffs aver that the defendant has not opened and
worked the mines according to the terms and effect true intent
and meaning aforesaid lease contract.

Plaintiffs aver that the props used in the excavations
and passages where the coal was mined for the purpose of
propping up the earth and rock overhead have been pulled
down by the defendant and by means thereof the earth and
rock have fallen in and closed up the excavations and
passages and the line of railroad is out of repair and in great
decay and the facilities of the mines thereby destroyed all
contrary to the terms and effect true intent and meaning of
said lease contract. . 8.

Plaintiffs aver that the capacity of said mines is large,
to wit: two thousand tons per day, yet defendant has suffe{ed
the excavations and passages to be filled up and is not mining
coal and paying rent according to the tenor and effect. True
intent and meaning of said lease contract on the contrary
defendant is only mining twenty ton per day.

Plaintiffs aver that after making said lease a large
sum has become due them as rent from the defendant to wit:
ten thousand dollars, which is still in arrears and unpaid
contrary to the terms and effect, true intent and meaning of
th id lease contract.

= And so the plaintiffs say that the defendant although
often requested so to do, has not kept the covenants
contained in said lease contract according to the terms and
effect true intent and meaning thereof; but has broken the
same and to keep the same with the plaintiffs has Ifuther:g
wholly neglected and refused and still neglects andfre usaeiz
plaintiffs damage one hundred thousand dollars aforesaid.

J. E. Brown and R. % Hunt
Attorneys for the Plainti ISy, - i

Barton B. Smitt): one of the plaintiffs in th‘:ez?f)‘:
having made affidavit as required by law that the presi e
other head thereof secretary, cashier, or managif’% ar%ts e
the Belmont Coal and Railroad Company r%?;%’:]saon ol
unknown. The sheriff will execute thls Eusiness o such
white person in the employ of or doing bu

corporation,. 9
H. J. Huggins, Clerk of C. C;*

73




When a summons was issued to answer charges agains
Belmont Coal and Railroad Company, Jackson County Sheriff
Robinson could not find any company official on which to SCT\”C the
summons. The Gordons had disappeared, and Harrison G. Otis hag
proclaimed that he was not, is not, and never had been the lessee of the
Belmont Coal and Railroad Company. The Judge then ordereq the
sheriff to serve the summons on any “white man” found on the
premise of the Belmont Coal and Railroad Company.

t the
LT,

Came to hand May 10, 1884, and executed
summons and complaint by leaving copy with J. B
Tuft » @ White man in the employment of the Belmont
Coal and Railroad Company on the 12 day of May 1884

1% J._ Robinson, Sheriff
C. Kirby, Deputy Sheriff 25

The white man to whom the summons was delivered was the
locomotive engineer, Mr. Jourd Turbyfield.
i 0'1:;: p;amhffi could pgssibly have received a favorable ruling
s Tl;e g:ept or the circumstances which were beyond their
headquarters o Or?;n srothers had left the state and possessed no
undcrtheleaderhg ¢S In Alabama. The Marine National Bank,
BN G 1ship of Mr, G.rantand Mr. Ward, had become insolvent,
.T}ns wa.s no longer with the company,
$100 000]; Onglf‘al leas?hOIdfffS Wanted the lease canceled and
; Unpaid royalties, Since there were no known owners to

the trams, town, rai
; » fatlroads, and inel: :
should tak »and mcthnes. etc., the leaseholders felt they
ems.
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William P. Newman
V.
Belmont Coal and Railroad Company, e aL

1. Plaintiff avers that defendants acquired mineral leases,
bought mineral lands, built railroads and inclines, mined coal
and transported same to Boyd's Switch, Alabama, now
Limrock.

2. OnApril 1, 1881, defendant for the purpose of borrowing
money issued negotiable bonds for one hundred thousand
dollars, payable fifteen years thereafter to Ulysses S. Grant Jr.
as bearer in gold coins, at the Marine National Bank of New
York City.

3. On April 1, 1881, the defendant gave, — sold and
conveyed a deed of trust to Ulysses S. Grant Jr, all assets-
railroad, land, leases, trams, rolling stock, etc., owned by
defendant in Jackson County, Alabama.

4. Said deed is made the trusts conditional and for purpose
therein expressed. Said trustee Ulysses S. Grant Jr., should
hold all property conveyed for the equal benefit, security, and
protection of the bond holders. Said trustee to manage
property as to him seemed most expedient. |f interest or
coupons are not paid as required, the trustee shall sell at
public auction all assets of said Belmont Coal and Railroad
Company either at Boyd's Switch, Alabama, or in New York
City.

5. Your orator holds seventy-five of said bonds of one
thousand dollars and coupons. All obligations are in default.
The Belmont Coal and Railroad Company is insolvent. Said
company has no office or agent in Alabama, said Marine
National Bank of New York is insolvent for past six months
has ceased to exist, said trustee, Ulysses S. Grant Jr., has not
taken possession of or exercised any control over property.
Said property is wasting and deteriorating in value and Iis
wholly inadequate security for payment of bonds and interest.
6. Your orator avers that trustee Ulysses S. Grant Jr., has for
past six months and now is insolvent. _

7. Your orator avers that the other twenty-five bonds issued by
the Belmont Coal and Railroad Company are held by John
Morris, of full age and a citizen of the City of New York.

8. Your orator avers that on January 22, 1879, John B.
Gordon, Walter S. Gordon, and Eugene C. Gordon leased
mineral rights from defendants Jonathan Latham and ot_t']ers%
(Note: See entry dated January 22, 1879, for details %
lease.) The defendant F. O. Hurt has since dxeq intestate a;

no administrator has been appointed. The heirs at law, the
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defendants, Frederick Obediah Hurt Jr., William Hurt, Emma
Hurt, Minnie McClendon, wife of defendant John T
McClendon.
9. Terms of lease in 1879 stated.
10. Defendants John B., Eugene C., and Walter S. Gordon
transferred to Belmont Coal and Raiiroad Company said
leases at a time unknown to your orator.
ilis Orator avers that defendants, Sydney J. Mayhew and
Charles H. Halsey acquired from one or more of leaseholders
some rights, titles, interests in said leased premises.
12.  Said leaseholders and defendants Sydney J,
Mayhew, and Charles H. Halsey claim and assert that said
lease has been forfeited due to the failure of the said
leaseholders to continue the operation of mining of coal and
paying royalties. Said leaseholders and defendant claim a
prior lieu on assets of the Belmont Coal and Railroad
Company to that of trustee Ulysses S. Grant Jr. Your orator
requests a sale of the assets of the Belmont Coal and Railroad
Company, free of any lieu, and then enter into the litigation
with all parties with respect to proceeds of the sale.
13. Your orator avers the defendant, the said Belmont
Coal and Railroad Company, in fee simple, deeded and
conveyed to the defendant, Ulysses S. Grant Jr. several acres
of land (specified in original contract),
]4._ . A. The Belmont Coal and Railroad Company has
uqdmded one half interest in the following land: (specified in
original contract),
' B.. The Belmont Coal and Railroad Company has
ngh} of mining coal on the following land: (specified in
original contract),
et WCa. ;hst?e:;nglnt Coal and.Rai.Iroad Company h_as
bl ony;olﬁ)w'o uild, and to'r.nanqtamt and to operate its
INg land: (specified in original contract).

unclear. After the Gordons left the Belmont Mines, some newsarticles
seem tosuggest thatthey were inthearea. John B. Gordon surely must have
been accessible through the Georgia Senate, in which he was very active.
Itis believed that Eugene and Walter had gone further south toward Florida
to look into railroad development.

Perhaps it was once again the charm and community regard
that kept the Gordons from facing due punishment for the outstanding
debts they left behind. It is almost as though the legal system, the
concerned investors, and the community members were not even
trying to locate either the Gordons or Harrison G. Otis, who was now
residing in Huntsville. |

The Gordons were completely silent while the complaint
against their former company was being heard in the courts, The oply
record found of their opposition to the charges is the following
lawsuit in which they filed a complaint against Barton B. Smith ET AL
in an attempt to put an end to the lawsuits:

Complaint

John B. Gordon Er AL,
v
Barton B. Smith et AL

. Gordon, Eugene C. Gordon, and Walter. S.
GordJc?nhr;uS to recover of %he defendapts, Barton B Smltl’t‘l,
John Mays, L. W. Sloan, and J. J. Griffin, the following trac;
of land. Said land situated in Jackson County, Alabama ago
further described as follows, to wit. Two acres and S?O/l22
acres of land in the NW1/4 of the SE1/4 of Seclt:otnwas
Township 4 Range 4 East. A survey by J. W. Ducke
made October 16, 1884.%

Their lawsuit against Barton B. Smith was unsuc;ct.tisjﬂll!é;oo
they once again retreated into seclusion. Fmall'y‘ on Aug: Wi’th thi;
the Gordon Brothers disclaimed any interest in this land. rsonal
declaration, the Gordons were apparently freed ﬁ?maglgoﬂfpan)’-
responsibility regarding the Belmont Coal and Rai rg th ET AL, and

The focus was then turned away from Barto[r; l::;nt ’Rail’road
the Gordons again faced the negligence o th? lecontinued their
Company. In the following lawsuit, Newman ET AL
claims against the defunct company:

77




Newman T Al
V.
Belmont Coal and R. R. Company

We joint and several answer of Jonathan Latham,
William Latham, Barton B. Smith, Benjamin B. Allen, John
Allen, Samuel H. Latture, John A. Berry, Wllhan_m G. Berry,
Jesse W. Isbell, Zachariah G. Isbell, Ephra{m Latha_m,
Sydney J. Mayhew, Charlie H. Halsey, Frederick Obediah
Hurt, William Hurt, Emma Hurt and John T. McClendon and
wife Minnie McClendon to the bill of complaint filed by
William P. Newman, in the Chancery Court of the Second
District of the Eastern Division of Alabama against the
Belmont Coal and Railroad Company--John Morris, Ulysses
S. Grant Jr., John B. Gordon, Eugene C. Gordon, Walter S.
Gordon, and these defendants.

These defendants for answer to said bill say: That they
consent to the rendition of a decree in this cause establishing
a prior lieu on the Railroad bed and cross ties from said mines
to the Memphis and Charleston Railroad and the Rolling
Stock and improvements as the mines not including the iron
used in constructing railroad being the property mentioned in
the lease upon which a lieu is thereby granted, and a part of
the property embraced in the inventory made “Exhibit G. H."
to complainants bill for the payment of so much of the royalty
of twelve and a half cents per ton on the coal mined from the
lands embraced in the lease of date January 22, 1879, of
which a copy is made “Exhibit EA" to complainants bill
covenant and stipulated for therein as remains unpaid and
referring it to the Register of this Court to take and state an
account ascertaining how much is due and unpaid of said
royalty to each of these defendants: Declaring said lease to be
forfglted and aqm‘J‘Iled;_ and di"recting the sale of said property
farir;( rageéi In said “Exhibit GH" by the Register to wit: The said

0ad bed and cross ties from said mines to the said M & C

¢ the said i
Railroad and the rolling stock and yemphis and Charleston

as may be necessary to the aym
royalty as he shall ascertainptoyb
thgs_e defenQants to wit

Improvements as the mines
ents of such amount of said
& due and unpaid to each of
: Jonathan Latham, Barton B. Smith,

W. Walker, Sols. For
L. Martin, Register, 28

Newman et aL
V.
Belmont Coal and R, R. Co., T AL

Register's Report

The amount owed, unpaid, and past due by the Belmont Coal
and Railroad Company is as follows:

Amount of Principal owing on said bonds
$1 00,000.00
Amount of Coupons past due unpaid thereon

$28,000.00
Amount of Interest on said “past due” Coupons

$3703.50 _
Total amount due and unpaid,.... $131,703.50

Amount Of Coupons Yet To Mature
$77,000.00

Total $208,700.50

All of which is respectfully submitted to W. L. Martin,
Register” #°

No representative for the Belmont Coal apd Railroad
Company attended the hearing called by the Register in Chancery.
The court heard a report from Plaintiff William Newman, who proved
himself to be the holder of the first mortgage of the Belmont Coal and‘
Railroad Company, and therefore petitioned the court that assets of
the company be sold and that the funds be divided'upon consent from
the other leaseholders. The court granted his petition and grdcred the
assets sold at public auction. The sale was hclq at Limrock on
November 19, 1886. The Chancery Court then divided the assets
between the plaintiffs:

Newman

V.
Belmont Coal and R.R. Co., ET AL.

Decree of Sale

The defendants Belmont _Coal andYOF?;IlJrgig
Company, Ulysses S. Grant Jr. of the City i Nevathe Siate of
Morris of the City of New York, John B. GordoTn 0nessee and
Georgia, Eugene C. Gordon of Clarksville, er;de osi;with
Walter S. Gordon of Clarksville, Tennessee, must cep

court $31,703.50.
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In case of failure to make such a deposit, the court will,
after proper notice to the public, within 3_0 days of this decree,
sell to the highest bidder for cash at Limrock, Alqbama, all
property real and personal, with all rights and franchises, of the
dEﬂmdanTt;.e court will sell separately, the Railroa_d bed and
cross ties, (not including rail) and the funds from this sale wij|
be set aside to satisfy term of original lease dated January 22,
1879, which included royalties on coal sold by the defendant
Belmont Coal and Railroad Company due Jonathan Latham

al.
. Inventory of Property belonging to Belmont Coal and
Railroad Company.

1 Broad Gauge Railroad

1 Broad Gauge Engine And Tools
1 Broad Gauge Hand Car

1 Broad Gauge Hand Velocipede
1 Fairbanks Track Scales 50 Tons
1 Narrow Gauge Railroad

1 Narrow Gauge Engine And Tools
26 Narrow Gauge Cars (Coal)

2 Narrow Cars Flat

1 Hand Car-Velocipede

2 Fairbanks Scale 50 Ton

2 Fairbanks Scale 2 Tons

18 Trams

1 Forge And Iron Blower
2 Sets Taps And Dies
3 Solid Taps And Dies
2 Sledge Hammers
4 Prs Tongs

2 Vices

2 Bs. Hammers

1 Set Stub Numbers
1 Swage Block

1 Monkey Wrench
1 Desk

1

1

2

8

1

2

Ice Cooler
High Stool
Chairs
Lamps
Coal Beqd
: Torches
ron For Teleph i .
f Anviiz one Line With Bracket And Insulators.
/2 Inch Iron Rope
2 Sets Pipe Stock And Dies
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1 Pipe Cutter

1 Pipe Tongs
4 Swages

1 Drill Press

2 Drum And Shears

1800 Feet 1/1/4 Iron Pipe
2 Coal Screws

1 Rail Straighteners Tamping Picks Shovels
2 Draw Horses
2 Lanterns
I Staves
2 Cross Cut Saws
2 Hand Saws
1 Safe

1 Stationery Case

1 Clock

1 Letter Press

1 High Desk

1 Drawing Table

1 Blasting Apparatus Small Anvils
1 Bellows

18 Double Houses

3 Singles Houses

2 Mules

1 Letter Scales

1 Seal

Report of Sale

1. The highest and best bid for the road bed, cross ties (raéls
excluded), rolling stock, and mine improvements was by
William Newman for the sum of $1,800.00.

2. The highest and best bid for all the other assets "V]‘ar?ebcyot:ri
complainant, William P. Newman, f0’$1'800'0% veyance
Issued to the said William P. Newman a deed of Convey
in and to the said Property.

Report to Leaseholders

riginal lease

In order to comply with the terms of the °e following

dated January 22, 1879, the court made th
awards:.
Barton B. Smith 177,28
Jesse Isbell 58.6
William G. Berry 73.62
Benjamin B. Allen 78.62

F. 0. Hurt Sr. Estate 88.62
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John Berry 88.62

Zachariah Isbell 78.62
Sydney Mayhew 88.62
Charles Halsey 88.62
Total 1438.76

Payment to be made in 60 days. *

Some of the original leaseholders were not named as receiving
benefits. The heirs of the late Frederick Obediah Hurt benefited from
his estate. John A. Allen, William Latham and A. H. Latture had sold
their leases to Sydney Mayhew and Charles Halsey.

Newman et AL
V.
Belmont Coal and RR Co., &7 AL

Court ordered sum of $500 to be paid complainant's
solicitors from proceeds of sale. Further ordered that Register
of this court ascertain the amount of money remaining with
the court after paying court costs, solicitor's fees and
leaseholders’ royalties. These funds to be apportioned to the
holders of the gold bonds, William P. Newman, complainant,

and John Morris, defendant, according to the following
Schedule:

Due William P. Newman 102, 178.43 % of 136, 237.90
Due John Morris 34, 059.47 ¥ of 136, 237.90
Balance in hand of Court $1451.24

Due William p. Newman % of 1451.24 = 1088.43
Due John Morris Vs of 1451.24=362.81

‘ ltfurtherappearsthatcomplainant
is further due the sum of $101,090.5

Railroad Company, due
r wWhich execution may

to defauit on bond
Issue, 3

S and coupons, Fo

aresult, the operation of the mines slowed down from a daily
2,000 tons to a meager 20 tons per day.

) The final judgment in the lawsuit against the Belmont Coal and
Railroad Company specified thatall third-party mineral leases thathad been
arranged by the Gordons be reverted to the or ginal landowners to satisfy
their claims against the company.

John Allen, S. H. Latture, and William Latham had sold their
mineral leases to Sydney Mayhew and Charles Halsey of Huntsville.
Therefore, they were not able to retrieve their mineral leases in the final
setlementofthe lawsuit. Mayhew and Halsey had strong interestin keeping
the Belmont Mines in operation. They continued miningon the property that
was previously owned by Allen, Latture, and Latham.

A few months before the Belmont Coal and Railroad Company
was dissolved, John McAllister and his family had settled in Pleasant
Groves. The McAllisters had moved from Georgia to Alabama around
1868. John McAllister and his sons had been doing some mining inthe area.
Charles Halsey and Sidney Mayhew needed workers to keep theirmines
open, so they hired McAllister and his sons to operate the mines.

output of

The John McAllister Family

Name Age Born Place of Birth
McAllister, John 41 1839 Mnssogn
McAllister, Molley 39 1841 Georgia
McAllister, Andrew 20 1860 Georgfa
McAllister, John 17 1863 Georg{a
McAllister, Molley 13 1867 Georgia
McAllister, William 11 1869 A:agamz
McAllister, Albert E. 9 1871 ﬁiab:ma
McAllister, George 6 1874 Alabama
McAllister, James 4 1876 AI:bama
McAllister, Mattie 1 1879 et
McAllister, Richard 1 1879

On March 9, 1899, John McAllister applic.d for ho.?c::sz:)c;
improvemcm. The Huntsville Land Office granted h:m a certi Blzcausc
OWnership in March of 1900 - a period of one year's ume,;mb[ish ;
Mot homesteads seemed to take a long period of time (0 € e ,as
s safe to conclude that the McAllisters h'ad probal?lyabefi‘incmion o
SQuatters in the county several years prlor'to thelrad;e)p[he =

Omestead, During this time, the McAllisters m
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improvements and developments on the land, which gave them rights o
property.

Education at Menlo

There appear to have been no unusual Occurrences on the educa-
tional scene during the years that Harrison G. Otis was in Menlo. The
educative efforts that had already been implemented during the time the
Gordons were in Menlo were still in place. There were still no note-
worthy records or public references regarding the public schools or
education under the township ordinance. Therefore, as it can be de-
termined, most of the educational opportunities available to young
community members were provided primarily through privatg
schools.

In his book, The Story of Woodbville, John R. Kennamer notes
that J. Mack Dicus taught school in the Methodist church house in the
late 1870’s or early 1880’s. He also notes that Miss Idella Brown, daugh-
ter of M. P. Brown taught in the early 1880’s. Again, these were private
schools, which were abundant at the time.

The state school system had been established in 1885. The
county superintendent’s office was created in 1856. Therefore, it is safe
to conclude that public school opportunities were in place for the com-
munity members. Perhaps James Armstrong alluded to public school
when he made the following reference in the May 19, 1881 edition
of The Scottsboro Citizen:

...Glad to see so much interest manifested in schools in
this county.

In the May 31, 1888 edition of The Scotisboro Citizen, We find
another reference to a private school. The editor wries:

...Prof. McFarland, of Florida, who Is teaching 2 sub-
scription school at Limrock, delivered a very fine lecture on
education last Tuesday night to out people.

85




News ltems

News Items from The Scottsbhoro Citizen

Artifacts

Copy of envelope sent from Menlo, Alabama in 1881
Copy of postcard from Harrison G. Otis
Copy of sworn testimony for Harrison G. Otis

Sketches of original plans for building Menlo, Alabama
Floor plans for storehouse
Floor plans double tenements

Copies of lawsuits filed against the Belmont Coal RR Co.
Monroe Neely
Patillo and Moody
Southern States Coal and Iron Company
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News Items from The Scottsboro Citizen

The following items are made headlines during the time that

Harrison G. Otis was Superintendant of the Belmont Mines.
May 19, 1881
...1he heated term is upon us.

...The humdrum song of the locust is heard in the
land.

...The Belmont saw mill is to be moved from its
present location to the mountain near the mines.

...Everyone here is planning a fishing excursion. |If

they are as successful as we are one time will satisfy them.

.Capt. Hurt, the father of all institutions of good at

this place, is one of the strongest advocates of temperance
We ever saw.

May 26, 1881

...TWo mules, not over 3'
price delivered to Belmo
Superintendent.

10" in height. Please state
nt Coal Mines. Harrison G. Otis,

June 23, 1881

-..The President of the United States, James A. Garfield,
has been shot. This News just came over the wire.
...From The Huntsville Ne

ws. Four colored men have

been summoned for jury duty in the next term of Madison
County Court,

November 16, 1882

~ -.locally slaughtered beef
Limrock was found on the frej

dirty. It was observed that th
the beef on 2 frej

consigned to H. G. Otis of
ght depot platform to be very

€ colored citizens also loaded
ght car equally dirty.
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Post Office at Menlo, Alabama

According to the Office of the Postmaster General, the
Menlo Post Office was estab‘.ishgd on July 8, 1881, upon th'e
appointment of Harrison G. Otis as postmaster. Mr. Otis
served until approximately J.anuary 29, 1885, when the
Menlo Post Office was discontinued and its papers sent to Lim
Rock. ¥

Below is a copy of a letter sent from Harrison G. Otis to
contractors Patillo and Moody. The post mark on the
envelope is dated November 24, 1881.

Helmout Cou‘lp&:‘r, 3. . Go.

HARRISON 4. OTIR, Upx. sur'T
Menlu, Juchson County, Ala,
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Although Ulysses S. Grant, Jr. had only appointed him as Superinten.
dent of the Belmont Coal and Railroad Company, Mr. Harrison G, Otjs had
often proclaimed himself as the lessee of the property. On May 3, 1883, he
even wrote to the editor of 7he Scottsboro Citizen and stated that he trans-
ferred the lease into his father's name.

As noted the post card below, Otis considered himself to be the
lessee of the Belmont Mines. He lists himself as the lessee of the mines 33

Nuperior Grae Coal,
Strietly Lump.

Does not Slack. } l"““]uuﬂmvasﬂh & I(- IQ* CO--

Dieat I Market fo? Fafity Use. MENLO, JACKSON €0., AL

TRRY IT. .
R TS

Thactidon ({ Otig, Lgﬂs’cc.
Sir
T o cnit werd coiir bl g et
bot’ Cansr g ity U TEL. bf2re ey Lrsmin.
Brmt gori elicbi, hriasd Ly ooy - o §
sl Cesr Lasnt AP Cv Beads covecso ol

CAoses cerse Ferepffiod W@m& Ferpercmdy

7

ext page in his sworn testimony, Otis denies

as lessee of the Belmont Coal i
on County, Alabama, and Railroad property

920

——

/.

In the mozcer or

Scace 0f Pe’*’””‘”‘”“a'\ .20 {nse Oris,

5e councy or Washingson. ’ S

== Personelly eppeared desore

me the understyned curthorlcy,Narrison G.04(s, who betny

culy sworn according to law,deposes and says:

.
rha¢ on ke fallure oy Grant & Wond, oumers ac che time

of the Belmon: Cogl & R.fi.vropor‘:y,at Meonlo, Jaokson Co.,

Ala., It wos aeclded dy a reguler (ssue, defore Court,hels

(n gned yor the Cley & Councy or New York, thec ne ( Octis)

wes noc aond never Nod deeon Lesgee 0f the scld propercy.
That during che whole time of Afls having charge o the

sald propercy,he was only cthe Superintenden: anéd Agent

0y the Belmont Coal & R.R.U00.,and nocthing else.
Thet under this fuigemene-—of ehe Court,he (0etfs ) wes
deprived oy che Ddenorits whioh mighe acerue from ¢ lease
O/ cthe salc property,and cthat che sald proper:y wes taeke
Jrom Rim end srrom his pogssession,anéd 80dé& to Oocher por-
cles., TRa¢ 2e was sudsequencly glven Julgemend
@g9cInge ¢he saia Belmonc Coal & R.R.C.ror services as
Supertncencen: of the soi4 propercy,and yor monies pole
Oue dy rim as che agens oy the sald Companye.
TRet c¢ke cia¢m on whrreon ehts sulc (s pendlng wWee Jor
Work done on the propercy or che scie Company,cné nok
Jor 2tz fosiotip persone? eep, edviptage or (nierest.

= TRe: Xe Res Leen bu: chéc oy moziyieé of IRC ccee

Oz 3 = t32 or
SHRERY Lejore che Courscmé shee e g fmpossiiic [

-0

- R{Ch
0 2¢ presencon che 20:n.dey of May, Ehe 4oy On WRIC

\_@.,z:_{m.,,,“ tho_cose will be oolled fer erigl,or o
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ey ¢¢ derore che cour: onm the day nomed.
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e : : Harrison G. Otis to the contracter Patjj| iginal lawsuit filed by Monroe Neely, Plantif.f,.against Belmont Coal
Specc;ﬁcfam:;‘ 0‘:;2272 gl;::‘);;‘ig’:g 3:" P CoDVRqu?c;lag(;nCompany, This is the first page of the original papers filed in the
Moody for the | v : e

County Court System. Copy of full contract on file at the courthouse.
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1 ' 1 States Iron,
iginal summons filed by Southern S .
Copy o O'”gltni-é’]atillo and Moody and the Belmont Coal an
P '?fga:;;re seeking payment for an Qutstanding debt
OB’te;?f:aOgI ?:ar:tl t;e Jackson County Courthouse. 3
I ile
the Jackson County Courthouse, 37

iled i llus W. Petillo and John

riginal summons filed in by Marce.
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gg;gand Railroad Company for breach of contract. Original papers
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Gold Fever

New Minerals Discovered
1886-1908

Home of Hunter Smith of the Hunter Coal Company. House originally built in 1800
by Joseph T. Leverett as a summer residence.

‘ In February of 1883, two years after Harrison G. Otis
amived in Menlo to assume management of the Belmont Mines, the
Jackson County Real Estate and Immigration Agency Wwas
_Cstablishcd. The sole purpose of this organization Was to lure
investors and entrepreneurs into Jackson County. A plan_\vas
mplemented to publish articles in local and area newspapers 1n an
effort to spread the word about mineral resources in Jaclfson CO,‘"_1 ty.

€ committee members placed success stories in highly visible
Places to gain exposure. i
| Tbe discovery of coal was not the only minerat ’ ing to have

Ported in the newspapers. Residents Were now claimi gﬂ ssarily
aound gold in the Jackson County vicinity. This wa_s not nzve eports
New craze A s far back as 1883, The Scotishoro Citizen ma el:lr \,Sing
of golq and silyer being discovered in the area. In the following
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articles submitted by an unknown author to the May 16, 1985 edition
of The Scottsboro Citizen, we see signs of the gold craze that was
about to take over Jackson County and neighboring DeKalb ang
Marshall Counties:

The Sauta Creek Mine

The Sauta Creek gold mines, twenty miles above Gu ntersville,
are attracting considerable attention and creating no little excitement,
Sauta Creek is a bold stream, which heads high up on Sand Mountain
in DeKalb county, and flows off of the mountain into “Buck’s Pocket,”
where it becomes the line between Jackson and Marshall Counties,
and continues in a westerly direction till it empties into the Tennessee
River some sixteen miles above Guntersville. About four miles above
the mouth of the creek, where it is crossed by the Guntersville and
Scottsboro Road, and where the road has worn down into a gravel bed
on the south bank of the creek, this gold mine was discovered a few
weeks ago. Very little attention, however, was given until recently. A
body of land about the crossing has been purchased by a syndicate
and they are now sinking pits and testing the extent of the “pay streak.”
Itis holding out first rate and appears to cover considerable territory.
The gold is found in a gravel bed, which is from two to three feet thick,
and the gravel are from the size of shot to that of boulders as large as
a ten pound cannon ball and they lie embedded in a blue marl which
is covered in places by oxide of iron that has apparently leaded into it.
This auriferous gravel and blue marble, or clay formation, is clearly
distinct from that overlying it. The gravel are of almost every color-
chiefly white—but they don't come from the mountain conglomerates,
as they appear to bear no relation to the carboniferous measures. The
present theory is that they are deposited by the river, as the river is but
a sh'ort distant west of this paint, or else they were deposited by
glacuers.sometime subsequent to the Archaean period—which, of
course, Is definite. While it is a fact that his is a placer deposit, and its
exteng IS not yet ascertained, and the vein or lead from which it has
beeq fedis unknown, itis nevertheless true that itis a very rich deposit,
and it is practically estimated that it will average from $5 to $10 per
cubic yard, and may be easlly mined and cheaply washed.

fields - The newspapers are telling all about the Langston gold
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geottsboro-Guntersville Railroad Proposed

The people of the community had been experiencing such
success that they were not moved by retractions of stories about the
discovery of gold and silver minerals. They probably thought that
those who had retracted their stories were just plain unlucky. Hope
continued to thrive in the private sector. Small investors bought land
from the government to continue their search for mineral wealth in
Jackson County.

Even though there had been some disappointing reports
regarding rough terrain and isolated areas, some of the major
investors still considered the possibilities of mining in the area. The
November 25, 1886 edition of The Scottsboro Citizen featured ar}d
article about Napoleon Hill, a trustee of a syndicate ogl of Memphis,
who purchased fifteen thousand acres of land. The article apnounged
plans for a new railroad, which were undoubtedly received with

applause by the area citizens:
Local News

A Memphis syndicate and J. E. Brown, of Scott;boc;c;i
have bought about fifteen thousand acres of ore and C
lands on and near the Cumberland Mountain in this ct?subr;tzla
This will prove a big thing for Jackson County and ScoUntain
especially, as a railroad will run from here.to ;he mqm Thé
and Scottsboro will be made the great shipping ps?;até i
opening of these inexhaustible mines will necgz T
erection of two or three blast furnaces in Scotls r?'census
means a town of five thousand inhabitants by th;'ne:./eek .
We haven't the space to go into fuller details tmlsuntain.deal

We are reliably informed that the Gunter do- s e
- sale of 20,000 acres of coal and iron !ar; G S,
consummated through Guntersville mayor. J. .harter for the
Dodson and Associates will file declgratlon ofc o
Gunter Mountain Iron, Coal, and Railroad Company-

i the

The news of a railroad to transport co::l (:(;Z? f:;:LT:ntly

Mountains was exciting and promising. One 9“{ is rogarding coa

Cited problems reported by previous investiga Otem ‘e transfer the

mining on the mountain was the need for a ral! SY; Transporting the
c0al down the mountain once it had been minec.
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coal by horse and cart was time consuming. In addition, the wagons
could only hold limited amounts of coal at a time. The anticipated
construction of a railroad by Napoleon Hill would solve this
dilemma. The proposed railroad system became known as the
Jackson Coal, Iron and Railroad Company. The December 31, 1886
edition of 7he Scottsboro Citizen announced the availability of stock
subscriptions on the market for interested investors:

Local News

The Jackson Coal, Iron and Railroad Company gives
notice of the opening of books for subscription. The capital
stock is placed at $400,000.00 in shares of $100 each.
This is the biggest corporation ever established in this section
of Alabama, and is a big thing for Jackson County. Books for
subscription to the company will be opened in Hon. J. E.
Brown's office tomorrow. We shall keep our readers advised

as to the workings of this huge corporation. It means
wonderful developments in Jackson County.

After an official notice of the company and available stock
subscriptions, the probate judge of Jackson County presented the new
stockholders with a certificate of incorporation. The company could
now officially engage in mining, real estate and railroad building.
The officers for the coming year were as follows: President, John C.

Neely; Vice President, J. E, Brown; Secretary-Treasurer, John K.
Speed.

Even with its recent]
continued to be regarded as
deposits. People continued 1
mine the coal and other mine

y reported setbacks, Jackson County
an area that was very rich in mineral
0 migrate to the area to buy land and to

. ral resources in the area. In the followi ng
feature article taken from the January 28, 1887 edition of The

Progressive Age, it is Very apparent that the spirit of the search for

mineral wealth of all sorts in Jackson County was very much alive
and in progress: :
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Local News

nty Comes To The Front On The Kentucky, Tennes-
DAY see & Alabama Railroad
The Road To Cross Jackson, Beyond All Doubt.

For many years Jackson has been covered with the
accumulated dust of nonprogressive |.dleness. She has slept
on her untold wealth of iron, lead, silver, copper, and even
gold, that was under a surface that has a national fame for its
prod'uctiveness. Still, until the arrival of THE PROGRESSIVE
AGE all was silence and monotony. But the silence is broken.
Every train brings from two to three capitalists ac'compamed
by a mineralogist, who are climbing old Jackson's hills ar}‘d
scanning our rocks and exclaiming that old Jackson is “a
world beater" on the mineral question, and that inside of six
months there will be a rush of capital to buy the lands where
coal, iron ore and limestone lay a!most in the same vein, that
will make a poor man's head swim at the very thought.

The boom is now on us. It struck like a cyclone in the
night. On every hill you will find the greedy option buygr. Iln
every valley, you will see a group with pick and s ox:)eui
digging out the finest specimens Qf mineral that ever cfomeone
of the bosom of the earth. The minerals do not come rorrF e
section of the county only, but the outcroppings are thic
than red ants in June. 2

Capital is turning double somersaults in its eahgetrrtt)gis :3
get here on the first floor. The Memphis synqlcatet a 2 igng
up 18,000 acres of the finest mineral land in the W?arn e)(/j i
in the northern portion of the county have alrequé‘aéhangeston
build twelve miles of railroad from the Memphis e
road to their mines, crossing the road at either ST%O e
Bellefonte; with chances in favor of _Sco_ttsbo.rof nnissee b
miles of road will be given to the Cincinnati, festock o it
Birmingham Railroad for $250,000 worth 0 s
road. This lines gives us complete northen:j, e Huntevile
river connection; placing Scottsboro 'ahead o all towns
Decatur, Sheffield, Florence, Tuscumbia, an ato play in luc
in her vicinity. In other words, if we pontmug P e the
as we have for the past month, we will in tw a¥crossroa S0
largest city of North Alabama. Here at the 812t “Ee. oot
the South, with our suburbs extendlnssee currounded
magnificent of Southern waters, the U0L e South, wit
by the finest agricultural lands in the pro e south, and the
an iron mountain north of us, a coal moun paved with lime
Space between for the length of the countglS om being the
rock, what is to hold us back, or kee‘)whistles will ring in
S2ding county I the state. Five fume‘]celists have bought the
our ears in less than two years, for Capltahe spoton which this
miners' lands, and have about |ocated t

Immense industry is to be built.
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Fallow Mines in the Sinks

With all of the focus on the gold craze, there was
significantly less coal mining going on in the Sinks area than i its
recent past. The Belmont Mines were officially closed, but there was
probably some minor activity still going on in these mines.

The low volume of coal output from the mines in the area
had nothing to do with the gold craze. This lull in activity could be
solely attributed to the fact that there were no major investors or large
mining organizations coming into the area to revive the coal mines.
Many of the scouts who came to investigate the coal mining
possibilities in the county discovered several problems such as the
rough topography, the poor quality of the coal, and the distance from
the mines to the markets

Because the Sinks area was virtually isolated, the
citizens were not in a strong enough financial position to undertake
the reopening of the mines at the level at which the Gordons and Otis
had been operating. There were no reports of gold and silver mining
taking place in the area. It was a quiet period for Menlo, Boyd's
Switch, and the Sinks.

Between the years of 1887 and 1895, the newspapers
appear to have featured fewer articles about coal mining. In the past
we had seen an almost obsessive-like style of reporting revolving
around the Gordons and Harrison G. Otis, as their every move was
recorded and published. The smaller mining outfits currently
operating in the Jackson County were receiving only a fraction of the
attention the Gordons and Otis had received.

Records from the Register of Private Corporations of
Jackson County Courthouse indicate that the North Alabama Lumber
and Manufacturing Company was established in Bridgeport on
September 5, 1888. Their stated purpose was to purchase and sell
logs, .lanfi, coal, and general merchandise. The officers of this
Organization were John H. Henderson (Bridgeport), Frank Kilpatrick
(New York), and J.‘R. Patterson (Bridgeport).

Taary O nggR&gelSStfrvof Private Corporations also shows that on
gael Tl;eir (;a] 2 et enson I.,and an.d.lmprovemem Company was
e bl goal was to establish a mining town near Stevenson. In

» they would build railroads, wagon roads, bridges, and other
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ces needed to mine and transport coal, lumber, and stone. The
officers of this organizations were John F. Freeman, Sr., S. Massfield,
and S. Coleman. ; " ia

‘ In the April 3, 1890 edition of The Scottshoro Citizen, the
editor, James Armstrong, makes nol? of a sale of 20,000 acres of
property located on Gunter Mountain. The stated purpose of the
purchase was 10 establish a new coal company:

resour

Local News

...We are reliably informed that the Gunter Mountain
sale of 20,000 acres of coal and iron lands has been
consummated through Guntersville Mayor J P. Burke._

...S. P. Dodson and Associates will file declarahpn of
charter of the Gunter's Mountain fron, Coal, and Railway

Company right of way.

In the same month, the April 13, 1890 edition of T/uzf
Stevenson Chronicles featured an article about the pprchasc ot
mineral land in Jackson County. Again, this is our only sign that no
all attention has been focused on gold mining ventures:

Local News

...Rev. M. A. Leak and Mr. Isaac Mattnevés h:\ﬁéils(g:
options on about 40,000 acres of mineral lalr} Sclounties i
County, Alabama and in Marion and 'FrankBm o Lttle
Tennessee. The Jackson County land is on ]gre Ioca'ted o
Coon and Crow Creek Valleys. Other qeposuts t?: B s
the Nashville and Chattanooga (Railroad) il
Bucksnort, and Paint Rock. The veins hav? O oA
developed, but there are indncatlonsho e el
quantities of coal in them. We hope they
bonanza. ‘
here is no indication that
at this time. There
utfits operating 1o
t1s

Outside of the above articles, t
there was any major coal mining operation open
Was certainly a large number of small
meet the needs of the local residents qn
likely that major coal requests were being met

mining O L
d businesses. However, 1 :
by outside companies.




The Fever Breaks

The newspapers were still making favorable reports about the
discovery of gold and silver deposits in the Jackson County area, [,
the May 16, 1895 edition of The Scottsboro Citizen, we see the first
sign of the gold fever breaking as some of the members of a Jocg]
syndicate withdrew their interests. Even though the editor put a
favorable spin on the article, the readers might have wondered why
these investors were pulling out:

Local News

The Langston and Guntersville members of the gold
syndicate sold out |ast week, getting a nice profit on their
original investment. The Scotisboro members of the
syndicate are still holding out for a big profit. By the way, in
another column of the Citizen this week will be found an
article on the Langston Gold Fields, and if that clipping from
the Birmingham State is true, great things are in store for the
people of that section. Keep your eyes on Langston.

: Thg excitement over the Langston Gold Fields is
increasing. Maj. Hugh Carlisle, of Guntersville, told a
nNewspaper reporter the other day that the gold mine near
Langston was the largest in the United States. The major
estimates the value of the gold mines on Sauta Creek as being

wp@h. If properly mined, the enormous sum of fourteen
million dollars,
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Local News

Mr. Sublett, when seen, states he had made two visits
there, spending some two weeks in examination of the
geology, etc., of the section; that the newspaper reports were
erroneous in many respects; that the mine s strictly a placer
and the gold is found in a deposit of cemented clay, gravel,
and boulders, some two to two and one-half feet thick, lying
on slate and shales, where the creek flowing from Sand
Mountain cuts a subordinate ridge in the Tennessge Valley
one and one-haif to two miles from the Tennessee River. This
gravel and boulder stratum covers some 200 acres or more
and is apparently, so far as tests have been made, very rich.
Mr. Sublett states further that none of the rock material in the
stratum showed any signs of gold as it all was water worn and
evidently did not come from the same source as the gold.

He was not as yet prepared to give an estimate of the
value of the property as investigations are now in progress
with that view to determine this with as much accuracy as
possible and he was not at liberty to say more at present,
except that the deposit was made many ages ago wt:er;
waters stood at much higher level than at present, and g 12
there are no indications of gold bearing strata to be found in
the vicinity, and the gold has probably dnfted.someéiuss.tlar:icaeri
The rocks belong to the carboniferous Devonian an dl u
Ages and are stratified—so far as could be discovered.

To everyone’s hope and anticipation, 'Sublelt vlednﬁe(iinilll:e
gold findings as authentic. Almost immcdlat_cly £0 ; t[:llishei
operations were formed. The first of these corppafucs wasscs iia i
by a group of gentlemen who called the organization Thcd :l]:lt was 1o
Mining Company. The company had but one goal, an
mine the gold that was being reported:

Local News

ini has been
...The Sauta Creek Mining Company c

¢ : . Jones, C. E.
incorporated by the following gentlemen: ng Bodfish, J. R.
James, George C. Hunt, Virgil Boulqm, Fre Kk s one hundred
Harris, and W. L. Martin. The capital sto? ltO Euy and sell
thousand dollars. The object is to mine g0 husiness and to
miningand other lands, to do general m'"'-r:ﬁng corporations.
exercise all the powers conferred up?r;hrg'co mpany.
Langston is to be the headquarters 0

a] citizens believe strongly

Although the majority of the loc o. there were those

tru
that the claims of the discovery of gold were
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headshakers who stood on the sideline and watched with 4 note of
skepticism. These citizens probably chose to rely on the coal Mining
opportunities instead, as this had already proven a Successfy|
financial venture.

Others who did not enter into the spirit of the gold rush were
probably unable to invest in the needed materials for mining, or were
too unfamiliar with gold mining techniques. In his article of June 27,
1895, the editor of The Scottsboro Citizen, James Armstrong,
summarized these impressions:

Local News

Soon we shall record rich developments or great
disappointments, for big money is being paid for the privilege
of working these lands Dy parties who believe and figure like
Col. Sellers, ‘there's millions in it.’ There are those who
consider it a very modest prediction that there will be a
mining town of 3,000 people inside of two years. That there
is excitement here expresses it mildly. That there is gold here
expresses the truth. That there are those who are sincere in
believing it is very rich, who claim to be judges, having had
experience, no one will doubt, for they have invested in the
lands and have pledged themselves to work these mines,
using costly improved machinery. That there are those who
will be made rich by working these mines, it is but reasonable
to believe, That there are those who will make mistakes and

meet with disappointments must be expected. All of which
the near future will tell,

The gold miners who had dived into the operation head-first
suffered a jolt when the Alabama State Geologist, McCalley,
examx.ned the area and denied the reports of gold in Jackson County.
Re:.actlon to his findings were mixed. Those who had their doubts felt
validated. However, those who truly believed in their claims were

report, as indicated in the following

which article appeared i the June 13% 1895 edition of The

Scottshoro Citizen:
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Local News

“Gold!
Boom!
In situ!

...CA Webb has got it bad.
...Uncle Jim Davis says, ‘| knowed it all the time.’

...oilas Smith says nothing but his smile gives him away,
...Frank Shook says he will be in when the general rol| is
called. . .

...Dr. Milton Harris of Huntsville was with us last week
examining the beds. Come again, doctor, we know you saw
nothing bad. ‘

...%angston is warming up again after the McCalley
freeze. ‘ . .

...F V Bodfish has moved his family here and will devote
his whole time to the development of the Sauta Creek Mining
Co.'s mines. '

... H Warner, of Chattanooga, was thh us a few days
examining the gold field. He went b;ck hlghly pleased and
took a sample of the yellow metal with him. .

...otate Geologist McCalley's report has had but I:ttls
effect on the people here, except to make them feel ashalg}e
to know that the great State of Alabama has a man hof |tn_g
such a high position who is unable to make a report 0 t;::
work without exposing his ignorance on the subject to 15
whole world, it looks bad. Go slow, Bro. McCalley, or som

little schoolboys will get your job yet. .
B ntl[l:e %c r?/lorricye, whe% asked if he had seen any gbol?rlg
situ here, replied that he didn't know it by thattnarzea,s fl:Jar L
had found lots of it in mud and gravel, and that wa
they generally looked for it in California.

After McCalley’s report, there seemed to have apgcal;i f;‘r‘j
and fewer articles in the newspapers .ngafd'"g gOIdai:aﬂcm'ards
Eventually, these reports ceased and nothing much waﬁc e
about the prospects of gold in Jackson County. HO“_’CtOOL offwith the
duly noted that although the gold mining industry ncvcfrl cal citizens, the
Xpected boom that had been predicted by the reports O,-lﬁout merit. John
eports of the discovery of gold were not completely “1:- on County, that
R. Kennamer reports in his book, The History of Jac;J .:) i
around 1784 Indians panned out gold fouqd in the sanoSSiblc s

IVer near Larkin’s Landing. Therefore, it 1S quite p

107




flooding or heavy rains some gold nuggets had been washed down to the
Tennessee River flood plain and thus created a new moment of frenzy for
the citizens of Jackson County.

Inany case we can conclude that some types of minerals must
have been discovered around the area. Otherwise there would not
have been such a fantastic explosion of articles, mining companies,
geologists, and investors. One can only speculate and wonder about
what happened to cause such an abrupt end to the gold craze that had
taken over Jackson County.

Gunter Mountain Coal Mining Company

As the western territories began their development, railroads
were busy transporting materials and building tracks to connect the
states. Coal was again in demand. Several small operations were
established to meet the needs of progress. The arrival of a new coal
mining outfit suggests that the energy which had been transferred into
the gold mining business was finding its way back to the coal mining
industry.

In 1903, the Gunter Mountain Coal Mining Company was
established by a group of investors out of Tennessee, Missouri, and
Kentucky. The purpose of the company was to mine, process, and
transport coal. The capital stock of the company was $200,000. The
records from the Register of Private Corporations for Jackson County

in 1905 show the following investors for the Gunter Mountain Coal
Mining Company:

Name State Shares
J. C. Cable Union City, TN' 5556
I. F. Stubbs Union City, TN 5556
G. S. Hardy Union City, TN 5556
J. T. Perkins Martin, TN 5556
W. P. Nash Union City, TN 5556
W.G. C!aggelte Union City, TN 5556
J. A. Baird Union City, TN 1389
E. H. Marshal| Union City, TN 4167
JT: Spaulding Nashville, TN 5556
108

E. B. Blair Jackson, TN 5556
W. J. Edwards St. Louis, MO 5556
A. F. Hogan Waverly, TN 5565
Steven B. Hunter St. Louis, MO 5555
Roy W. Martin Martin, TN 5555
V. J. Blow Louisville, KY 5555
George M. Carpenter  Nashville, TN 5555
0. S. Hardy Union City, TN 5555
George S. Pflasterer Nashville, TN 5555 .
J. A. Perkins Nashville, TN 5555 3

Gunter Mountain lies on the border of Jackson and Marshall
Counties. The major mines were located in Tintop and Bucksnoﬁ,
which are in Marshall County. The smaller mines were located in

unty.

Jacksonf\cj(oim {'cnturc between entrepreneurs from Guntersvi_lle and
Scottsboro proposed to construct a railroad to connect wn‘h the
Memphis and Charleston Railroad (M & C)., by way of Scottsboro,
with the Nashville, Chattanooga, and St. Louis Railroad (NC & St. L)
in Guntersville. The construction of a three-mile spur.was proposid
in order to transport the coal mined on Gunter Moum'flm down t}(]) t\;
rail that connected the tracks. Coal could then be delivered to the !

& C or the N C & St. L for shipping. . s

Despite its efforts to open new mines, build ne Mou,n =
revive the coal mining spirit of Jackson Cogqty, the Gunfe.; e
Coal Mining Company was met with opposition. One mdjtios e
involved the steamboat industry, which saw thcdconsg(uscwould g
railroad as a potential competitor. The propose’ t:i'd e
parallel to the river from Guntersville to Scottsboro, an 1::ln e
interfere with the daily runs that the steamboats were mal 1 &&,;S s
of several such small hindrances, the company eventuaty £ the ikl
the Gunter Mountain Coal Mining Company never got 0

Hunter Coal Company

construction of

: fuing with the
The need for coal was intensifying |ants, and steel

steam P

MW rails out west, and the building of neWW Smith (Tennessee)
mills. H. Hunter Smith (Georgia) and H. W-
109




answered the call for the need for coal. The two men arrived ip
Jackson County around 1908 from Hamilton County Tennessee, and
immediately began acquiring land on Keel Mountain, Southwest of
Paint Rock, as shown in the following deed conveyance:

Deed
J. P. Webb, Grantor

H. Hunter and H. W. Smith, Grantees
J. P. Webb, a resident of Paint Rock, conveys title to the N Y%
of SE 1/4 Section 32 of Township 4 Range 3 east to H. W.
Smith of Rome, Georgia and H. Hunter Smith of Chattanooga
Tennessee. The purpose of the sale is to:

* Toacquire a 20' by 500 ft. right of way for spur track

or siding from the main track of the Southern
Railroad.

* Tosecure a right of way for an incline tram or railroad

to extend from the Spur track to the coal mines at the
1400 ft. level,

* To provide for the storage and shipping of coal.

* To provide public access from the public turnpike to
the coal storage facility, 40

The above deed gave the men ful] ownership of the property
except for one-halfacre. This section was retained by J. P. Webb to
use fora private burial ground known as the Bullock Cemetery. Their
first move was to build Wwagon roads and spur tracks to the coal mines.
Afterwards, they organized the Hunter Coal Company.

' The demand for cog was steady, but there was also an
emerging need for lime. Manufacturers were using lime as a

ent for building foundations. Farmers

1€ Paint Rock Lime Company. The three
and Stone Company. After they

d established the two companies, the three businessmen conveyed
ha |dings of the Alabama Lime and Stone Company into the
e Iarij Properties Corporation out of Arizona.

Cumberon April 4, 1914, the Alabama Lime and Stone Corporation
as fully incorporated under cx.isting Alabama.laws. Seven hundred
o es of common stock were available to the publicat $10 each. The new
Shansaﬁy later entered an agreement with the Southemn Railroad Company
;?I\T/]gginia toextend spurtrack w!‘ﬂch rantothe Iimc.plam. Thisextension
provided Southern Railroad straight access to the lime plant to transport
lime. - i
With the onset of World War I, the need for _cqal and lime
grew stronger. There were several sma!l operations mining c?al, bu:
they could not compete with companies such as thc Hu}r:g}r ngc
Company or the Alabama Lime and Stone Corporation, w |’c 1V ;
well established operations. With these recen‘t d.cvelopmgntsi the
citizens of Jackson County were back on top'o( things and the spirit
and morale of the community were once again strong.
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Milton Popejoy

1, Asa young man, I helped my father install telephone lines in
aint Rock V alley and on Keel Mountain. | witnessed the develop-
gg:: (;ﬁhc f:?n.tcr Coal Company and the Alabama Lime and Stone
couldp n);(. u,r the closing Of the Hunter Coal mines, I thought I
iy hw-ng for my family by mining and distributing coal. |
89 4 contract with the Jackson County Board of Education to fur-
p:sh coal for heating the schoo] buildings in Paint Rock Valley and
in Woodville, ' allcy an
who walsli‘:lzed the former Huner Coal Mines from Mr. Hunter Smith,
This lease incllzjnsg;r Hie Alabama Lime and Stone Company.
i ¢d the use of the accesg road to the mines and any
& Cquipment, tools, and lumber at the abandoned mines. Armed

with two helper.
S, tWo mules ‘
mining coal, »aWagon, and various hand tools, I began

[ did not work very much in the mines, [ was responsible for making
delivery of the coal. During the early fall, I was busy making deliveries to the
various schools. The school trustees expected a month’s supply of coal at the
school on opening day. The round trip to Woodyille School could be made i,
oneday. The trip to Grays Chapel and Francisco in upper Paint Rock Valley
took two full days.

In order for a miner to work a Squeeze, which is a thin seam
from 24 to 48 inches wide, the rock or slate under the coal seam had
to be removed. I ran into many Squeezes. The only solution for
mining through a squeeze was to use a process known as “shoot the
bottom.” To remove this slate, holes had to be drilled for a powder
charge. After the powder had been set off, the loose rock had to be
removed from the mine. The slate piles near the portals indicates a
lot of hard labor and no pay for it. I often opened new shafts rather
than shoot the bottom.

I remember one time that [ had decided to explore some of the
abandoned tunnels of the Hunter mines, | got lost and became very
disoriented. After several hours of wandering with only a feeble carbide
light, one of my workmen found me. I will never forget the excitement
and relief of all my family and friends who were at the mine entrance
waiting for me when I came out,

By the late 1920’s, the mines became unprofitable to work.
Also, when bought by the car load, Kentucky coal, delivered by the
Southern Railroad, was almost as cheap and of better quality. I con-
tinued for a few years as a distributor.

The Alabama Lime and Stone Company continued to oper-
ate until 1933. The planned new highway—U.S. 72—from Mem-
Phis to Chattanooga would require the removal of the rail spur track
and some buildings. The plant closed down and the metal sold for

SCrap during World War 1.
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A man by the name of Burrow, an employee of the Sayta Creek Min-
ing Company, was walking his horse across the Kyle Street Dridge when his
Ing Ofell through the rotted planks and suffered a broken leg. The bridge was
horsed by the city of Scottsboro. ' .

Qe The Sauta Creek Mining Company assisteqd Burrow in a syt against

ity of Scottsboro. He was awarded $75.00 in damages by the coyrt
the city of copy of letter from the Sauta Creek Mining Company in which the
B{etg:/e;sf:r the company asks the court to serve subpoenas on witnesses in
2

the case.
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Map of areas discussed in this chapter.
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Paint Rock (Alabama Lime and Stone Company)
Gunters Mountain (Gunter Mountain Coal Company)
Langston (Gold Rush)
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Narrow gauge railroad used by the Perces. Left to Right Miner
{unknown), Harry Fierce, Storekeeper (unknown) Charlie Parmish,

Samuel James McCormick, and J. D. Austin in cab).

In 1904, The North Alabama Coal Company was chartered in
the state of New York. The Probate Judge of Jackson County,

Alabama granted the company a permit to mine coa

| and operate

associated enterprises in the Bryant area of the county. The major
Stockholders for this company were Franklin D. Pierce of Syracuse,
New York and his brother Ray Vaughn Pierce of Buffalo, New York.

The ?ieTCC Brothers were not experienced miners, but
Dhysxc.ians who wanted to invest in the coal mining ind
;i\:ﬁ]cp'_”g through the South. Although Fran
g in Bridgeport, he also held residence in Syra
V?u.ghn Pierce, the eldest, remained in Buffalo whe
clinic known as The World’s Dispensary.
Suc The NO'FU) Alabama Coal Company Was op.erz‘l
cessfully mining coal on Sand Mountain. An mc
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built from the mountain down to Reece’s Ferry landing w
Tennessee. The local newspaper, The Stevenson Chronicles,

1907 edition:
Local News

...1he North Alabama Coal Company of this place, have
ordered another locomotive.

...Mrs. F. D. Pierce was in Chattanooga last week,

-..0r. F. D. Pierce has returned home from Atlanta, GA.,
where he spent several days attending to business.

...The weather has been very bad for some time, but has
begun to fair up.

Over the past years, it had become increasingly clear that the
Cumberland Mountain area of Jackson County contained an
impressive amount of mineral deposits. The Jackson County

Immigration and Real Estate Agency had attracted many outside
mvestors who took advantage of these resources.

Around 1907, the Pierces began to expand their coal mining
outfit outside of Bryant. T hey purchased 16,000 acres of land from
the Alabama Black Band Coal Company in Jackson County. The
purchase included a]| mineral rights to the land.

Once again, a large well-established mining operation was

moving into the ares. The November 28, 1907 edition of The
Stevenson Chronicles carried an article announcing the intent of the

Pierce Brothers to open the Belmont Mines in Jackson County:

Local News

-and R.V. Pierce have bought the

property of the
r/\\J:ﬁ(l;ama Black Band Coq] & Railroad Company located on
IBUOgmek and Cumbe'rland Mountains. The tract comprises
~0,000 acres ang i be developed at once. This is a

Valuable property the deyel i
deal to this county, OPment of which means 3 great

Dr. F. D. Pierce came to thj
from Syracuse, N.Y., and } 'S county several YIS a9

e 1as spent ti :
,de‘/e!opmg his coal properties on &y me and money in
h?n%?sagrv:z” e Other property, he hag associated with

OHen Or.R. V. Plerce, Buffalo, N.Y., the proprietor

here ¢og)

was being transported and loaded for shipping to South Pittsbmgh,

listed
notes about the local mines and their owners in its November 28.

of ‘The World's Dispensary.’ We like to see such men as these
become identified with our county, and wish them success,

We have known Dr. F. D. Pierce for seyera| years and
know him to be an intelligent and perfect gentleman. Dr.
Pierce has a beautiful home in a most picturesque spot on top
of Sand Mountain overlooking the grand old Tennessee River.

With all of new excitement about the arrival of the Pierces, the
residents of area became anxious to make a profit. Deed conveyances
and third-party mineral leases were now commonplace transactions
which happened almost daily. As a result, the haste at which large
volumes of deed transferences were executed sometimes caused
future problems and disputes about true owncrship. The following
particular case almost changed the course of the history of the coal
mining industry in Jackson County.

In April of 1884, Walter S. Gordon purchased 460 acres of
public land on Cumberland Mountain in Jackson Coumy.' In the
summer of 1885, Napoleon Hill, trustee of the Memphl_s-based
syndicate, purchased approximately 15,000 acres of publlc- l_and.
After these major purchases had been made, there was no additional
public land available in these areas. e

Since the larger tracts of land had all been sold, the sma :
land owners were completely encircled by the lands ownfdl'by tPc
Jackson County Coal, Iron and Railroad Company. \M(]? larlnan(i
Newman had purchased the assets of the defunct Be}moqt oraC -
Railroad Company in November of 1885. Included in this pu
Wwere coal lands and railroad right-of-way.

In November of 1886,gthe Jackson County C(fa]su['r]cé';rat:g
Railroad Company was issued a certificate of mcorppral:gnc i
fiame of the Alabama Black Band Coal, Iron and Rall‘roa p ;;fﬁcl:)er 4
Attorney J. E. Brown of Scottsboro was a stockholder an
this corporation, . s

rghortly after the incorporation of the con}paf;)}r/;bv:tzlgoun
Gordon (the eldest of the brothers) died intcstatc.‘Ti;frator il
of Jackson County, appointed J. E. Brown as admmh B et
Gordon’s estate. On November 18, 1887, for tceGordon the 460
hundred anqd fifty dollars, J. E. Brown sold Eugini oo Thesale
A€res of mineral land previously owned by V:iao;atc Coutt.

Was reported and payment was made to the Fr
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In 1905, Milton Humes of Huntsville petitioned the Chance
Court of Jackson County for the title to Walter S. Gordon’s land op
the Cumberland Mountains. The Probate Court had previously fajleq
to indicate Eugene Gordon's purchase of this land in the courthoyge
records. Since the conveyance oftitle to Eugene Gordon had not been
recorded, it was considered to be the property of Walter S. Gordon’s
estate. Therefore, the purchase was granted to Milton Humes,

S. M. Neely, trustee of the Alabama Black Band Coal, Irop
and Railroad Company signed a conveyance of title to Ray Vaughn
Pierce for 16,000 acres of land located in Jackson County in 1907
This vast acreage of land included the 460 acres of land previously
owned by the deceased Walter S. Gordon, and since purchased by
Eugene C. Gordon. The deed for this transaction was prepared in the
law offices of J. E. Brown and Laurence E. Brown of Scottsboro and
sent to Mr. Neely, a resident of Davidson County, Tennessee, for his
signature, which was affixed on March 12, 1908.

It was later discovered that the Alabama Black Band Coal. Iron
and Railroad Company did not own a title to the 460 acres of the land
belonging to the estate of Walter S. Gordon. By this time, J. E. Brown,
administrator of Walter S. Gordon’s estate, had also deceased, but his son
Laurence E. Brown had kept a record of the sale of the land to Eugene C.
Gordon in their law offices, Therefore, the ruling in Chancery Court
which granted Milton Humes title to the Walter S. Gordon land had to be
reconsidered. In its January 16, 1908 edition, The Progressive Age, a

local newspaper edited by Charles P. Lane, noted Eugene Gordon’s visit
1o town to look into the matter;

Local News

...Major Eugene Gordon, now a citizen of New Mexico,
was here yg;terg!ay as a witness in the Alabama Black Band
Company litigation. Major Gordon has been extensively

engaged in railroad operations in Texas and New Mexico for
Several years,

the Probate Court of Jackson County
1, a5 new administrator of Walter S.
he title by separate deed to Ray Vaughn
Mountain lang. Eugene C. Gordon

eceived $850, which is the amount he paid for the land iy 1887.

In consideration of one dollar and other considerations in hand
paid by Ray Vaughn Pierce, Milton Humes made 3 quit claim deed to
his interest in the Walter 'S. Gordon land on Cumberland Mountain.
The land was described in the de.cd by Mr. Neely to Ray Vaughn
pierce on November, 18, 1908. This deed was signed on 12 of March,
1907 by Milton Humes:

Deed

Whereas on the 18" day of March 1907, Mr. Neely,
Trustee, conveyed by deed to Ray Vaughn Pierce Lands
belonging to the Alabama Black Band Coal, Iron and Railroad
Company and whereas the intention was to convey all of the
land belonging to the said company in Jackson County to said
Ray V. Pierce and where certain Iands. of the Coal and
Railroad Company, by oversight, were omitted from the said
deed. Therefore in order to accomplish the purpose mtendeq,
the Alabama Black Band Coal, Iron and Railroa.d Compqny in
consideration of the sum paid by him, the receipt of which is
fully acknowledged, does grant, bargaip, sell, transfer apd
convey unto the said Ray Vaughn Pierce, the fgllowmg
described real estate in Jackson County, Alabama. *

After he received a corrected deed to the property holdings of the
Alabama Black Band Coal, Iron, and Railroad Company, Ray Vau]ghg
Pierce and his brothers continued to buy land on the Cumbcr'and
Mountains in Jackson County. They purchased land 1haltj Clol?;a tl}r]l:ir
mineral deposits as well as land that was rich in timber. Unli e
Predecessors the Gordons, the Pierce Brothers did ﬂ9[ Oﬂena:r:(%‘agvoid
"hird-party leases. They instead bought the land Oumg:t S?)re polished
any future conflicts. They were, without a doubt, muc md S

usinessmen than what the Gordons had proven to be du
Operation of the Belmont Coal and Railroad Company.

Pierce Development Company Incorporates

based in New
The Pierce Coal and Lumber Company Was

TS rth
Yf)rk. All of the stock holders and company Ofﬁcerf,ipany sought t0
With the €xception of Franklin Pierce. Thc Icol9lo the Pierces
Continye €Xpansion of its Southern operation. il ’

123




petitioned the court to incorporate the
Pierce Development Company:

CERTIFICATE OF INCORPORATION
OF
Pierce DeveLoPMENT CoMPANY

We, the undersigned in order to form 2 corporation under
and pursuant to ARTICLE #1, of Chapter 69 of the Code of
the State of Alabama, do hereby certify as follows, to-wit:

First:  The name of the corporation is PIERCE
DEVELOPMENT COMPANY.

Second: The objects for which the corporation is formed
are:

To acquire, own, lease, occupy, use, develop, or deal in
lands containing coal, gas, ores, or other minerals, or mineral
substances, also timber or agricultural lands.

To carry on the business of mining, coal or other
minerals, mineral substances Or ores, quarrying stone and
lumbering, upon the lands of the company or upon any other
lands; and to bore or prospect for the same.

To manufacture coke, lumber, brick, cement, and any
and all other products or by-products thereof: or of the lands
owned, acquired, leased or occupied by the compa ny; to buy,
sell or otherwise to deal or traffic in, coal, coke, ores, wood,
lumber; stone and any of the products or by-products thereof
and any other products or by-products of the lands of the
company.

To buy, Sell, and deal in general merchandise in
connection with the other business of the company, and to
establish, equip and carry on stores for the same.

_ ‘o carry on the business of agriculture, and to establish,
Maintain and tamy on experimental farms or agricultural
stat;on_s In connection with the properties of the company, or
otherwise, as May be deemed calcylated to promote the

businegs of the company or to enhance the value of its
Properties,

of the company., -

ith the Sauire, own, lease, byjlg | -
with the properties of, or f 1 Or Operate in connection

; or transport
company, railroads, ' docks porting the products of the

 roads, tram anals,
Da1BES, tow boats, termina]' facurrs P, o

transportation. ities, and other means of
To engage in
n]anufacturigngg. L Cary on any other lawful

i MINing quarrying, construct]
i ; | on, or merchan-
gg;:csn?gg't?essv orany other lawfy business capable of being
Y carried on in Connection with the above or
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ir company under the name

calculated to enhance the value of the property or business of
mpany.

L CTohirg: 'I)'Ihe location of the principal office in the State of

Alabama shall be at the City of Bridgeport, in the County of

Jackson in the State of Alabama. _

Fourth: The amount of the total authorized capital stock
of the company is one hundred and twenty five thousand
($125,000.00) dollars, ]
divided into twelve hundred and fifty (1250) shares of the par
value of $100 each and the amount of the Capital stock with
which the company shall begin business is thirty one
thousand, three hundred ($31,300.00) dollars. .

Fifth: The name and post oﬁlcg address of the officers
designated to receive subscriptions is as follows:

Naves ADDRESSES SHARES
' i Long Island 2 $200
Franklin D. Pierce P.O.gAIabama
R.V. Pierce 663 Main St. 300  $30,000
: Buffalo, N.Y.
Hugh C. Pierce Bound Brook 2 $200
N.Y.
V. Mott Pierce 663 Main St. 3 $300
Buffalo, N.Y.
Ralph W. Pierce 663 MainSt. 2 $200
Buffalo, N.Y. 3
F. Duane Pierce, Jr. 663 MainSt. 2 $20
Buffalo, N.Y. 200
Joseph H. Morey 8075 Morgan 2 $
Buffalo, N.Y.

incorPoration, the Pierces had to open StOCK S!
COmpany, The subscriptions were Ope.:ned W:J
MCorporation was approved. The plcrcesdbeeﬂ
Purchaseq a1 of the stock subscriptions that i

Or the company. They each
Ray Vaughn Pierce purchased the m

State of Alabama.
Jackson County. _
[, J. B. Hackworth, Judge of Probate ’”ﬁ“‘iefﬁ{ﬁigig

County and State hereby certify that the fOregi(s);ragtion on the
of incorporation was filed in my office for relg recorded and
24" day of January, 1911, and was duly
compared

J. B. Hackworth o

Judge of Probate.

. al
In order to comply with the ligsubscriptions

purchased shares,
ajority of the stock.
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requirements of

for the

thin days after the
nd their investors
made available
however,




Certificate of Incorporation
Pierce Development Company
663 Main Street, Buffalo, NY

Capital Stock:  $125,000. 1250 shares per value $100
Amount of capital stock sold: $31,300

Name of Subscribers Address No. of shares
V. Mott Pierce Buffalo, New York 3
Ray Vaughn Pierce Buffalo, New York 300
Franklin D. Pierce Long Island, Alabama 2
Ralph D. Pierce Buffalo, New York 2
F. Duane Pierce, Jr. Buffalo, New York 2
Hugh Pierce Bound Brook, New Jersey 2
Joseph H. Morey Buffalo, New York 2 4

After the petition for incorporation was granted, the Pierces
then began to purchase additional land in the area to increase the size
of their operation. These Jand purchases provided additional mineral
resources for the Pierces. The following transfers are are taken from
the deed book records at the Jackson County Courthouse:

Date Grantor Acreage Deed Book
1910
Feb. 16 Sam Pickles - Book 43, p. 308
Eli Gould (Gold) 40 Book 44, p. 239
S'.J. Mayhew undivided 1/13 Book 44, p. 159
Apr.4  Ulysses S, Allen 120 Book 44, p. 137
Apr.4  James M. Isbel] 88 Book 44, p, 238
Apl’l! 4 T. West - Book 44. p ;47
June3  W.B. Ganile . Book 44, p. 248
June 13 Benjamin Sharp Book 44‘ pA ;49
June 11 John Comelison 80 Book 44' 25
July 16 Ja Sy
Y mes M. Selby 280 Book 44, p. 28
July 26 James ’ Sl
mes S. West 40 Book 43 )5
July 10 Aw. w. S o
- Woodall 120 Book 4 405
Aug.3 FQ. Hurt heirs 650 405
Oct.5 w. Benton Gentles 8 SOk, e
: 0 Book 43., p. 449
Dec. 30 Callic Woodaj) 120 gl 3, p'503
Dec. 30 Charles Cargile 0 el
" es Cargile 1075 Book 43, p. 503
|

James Beeson Estate 280

C.S. Freeman 360 Chancery Court Sale *

Book46,p.137

€ oW ready to open for business under

[ .
he name Pjerce Development Company, They had purchased
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several hundred acres of mineral and timber rich Jand onthe Cumberjand
plateau. All thatwas lefi forthem to dowasto identify asite, hire workers,
and begin mining coal. Each ofthese goals would be €asytoachieve, The
articles printed in the local newspapers about the Pierces had created an
anxious supply of workers who were ready to go to work in the mines,

The Belmont Mines Reopen

In 1912, the abandoned Belmont Mines were officially
reopened under the name of the Pierce Coal and Lumber Company.
The Pierce Brothers opened this mining operation with promises of
success and steady employment for area residents.

The effects left by the Gordon Brothers’ poor managment
style slowly began to disappear as the Pierces brought in modern
mining equipment. Since the time that the Gordon Brothers had
abandoned the Belmont Mines, the mining industry had experienced
a lot of industrial developments. The Pierces were armed with new
technology, which undoubtedly attracted workers. '

One of the major changes that occurred under th‘PlCl'CCS was
the changing of the name of Menlo to Pierceton. During lh.e time
lapse between the Gordons’ operation and the Pierces’ arrival to
Menlo, the town had deteriorated. There was much work to be done
in order to bring the town up to a functional level. .

The builZlings in the old mining town had to be refurbished
because the untreated wood had dry rotted. A bank vault was needed
in order to keep the company earnings and employee wages safe. An
icehouse was constructed to preserve meat for thg company store’.

Reliable access to the area was needed in order to hji\uc]:
””inlcmpled trade. The wagon roads had bef:r} WﬂShcfi ‘;f‘t \and
l’ea")’ rains, therefore, had to be repaired. In addition, the bmc c‘:lsnti:) 2
Narrow gauge railroad near the Blowing Cave :flso had toi e res weré

With such an extensive list of repairs, the‘ Pxe:f;n e
certain to have many job opportunities for the reconstiu_cd :3 ol
of the town, in addition to work in the mines. The rcls:me(i e

have beep quite pleased to have these opportunitics p

them in an otherwise isolated town.
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The Pierce Railroad System

In 1912, the Pierce Development Company, an establisheq
parent company of the Pierce Coal and Lumber Company, entereq
into an agreement with the Southern Railroad of Washington, DC, in
which the railroad company would build tracks connecting with the
track owned by the Pierce Coal and Lumber Company at Limrock
The August 13, 1913 edition of The Progressive Age, mentions the
construction of the railroads:

Local News

-..Dr. R.V. Pierce is still building railroad. The road when
completed will be 12 or 15 miles long, running from Limrock to
Fork Mountain. The road on top is a narrow gauge. The coal in

Fork Mountain is very good, the vain is about 34 inches. Dr. Pierce
has two saw mills in operation,

The construction phase must have been progressing
extremely well. 1In the September 24, 1913 edition of The
Progressive Age, the editor notes that the rails are in operation:

...The railroad track is laid within a mile of the Latham
Narrows. The car is running six days a week.

_~-Dave Flurnoy, a miner, was killed by a falling rock
while working in the Pierce Coal Mines here |ast Friday.

Around 1910, before the organization of the Pierce Development
Company, Ray Vaughn Pierce and Franklin D. Pierce, were buying
mineral and timber lands in the area. Their experiences in mining coal
a{ld building railroads on Sand Mountain enabled them to understand the
difficult task of transporting cargo through rough terrain.

During their land acquisitions, the Pierce Brothers bought
several acres of land which showed no promise of return on either the
mineral or lumber resources,  This worthless land, however,
connected with areas containing deposits of coal and good timber.

Undoubtedly they anticipated the building of a rail transport system
and saw their land as valuable in this regard.

The Pierces envisioned a

» A€ Crossover and the connecting spur
Yy the Southern Railroad Company per
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the agreement. The Pierces built a 2 1/2 mile standard gauge railroad
through Gentles Cove over thg old tracks up to the Blowing Cave at
the 650 foot level. A three-rail incline was built connecting with the
tracks at the 1200 foot level that was built by the Gordons.

From the top of the Blowing Cave incline, a narrow gauge
railroad was built that followed the 1300 and 1400 feet contour line to
the site of the old Belmont Coal Mines. At each portal in the cQal
seam, a short spur track and tipple were built. A tram From. the mine
tracks to the tipple allowed the loaded cars of coal to be discharged
directly into the tipple or to an empty car undqr}he tipple. .

The Pierces had purchased several additional acres higher up
on the mountain, and now sought to open portals at vari.ous'pomts on
this land. In order to do this, a new railroad and a new incline would
have to be built at 1500 and 1600 feet of elevation. Thgrefore, a
second incline was built at the extreme norlherp part oft.he Sl.nks. Thg
incline was approximately 500 feet in length with a vertical rise of lb4
feet. This incline operated by the standard steam-powered drum, ,u(;
did not have a tipple. The descending loaded cars Y\.'crc eul;(er rlr:icl)\uc]e
down to the Blowing Cave incline or placed on a side track ut

inky engine could move them. ‘ '
- enAgf‘lz: tchc second incline had been .succcssfully mstallgd ::g
coal was being mined, the Pierces pushed lughcr ;ﬁ‘tl:l?i:joill:r:l?:lt, B
opened yet another incline on I<or.k Mou‘malmhdli;g e s
a two-rail incline, which was desxgnfzd for ha e bl
incline was the last segment of the railroad system desig

by the Pierces.

The Closing of the Mines

o apen since 1912.

The Pierce Mines had been operating 5"c('css?(:l)1’hc Belmont

During their operation of the mines, the¥ 'ILO-P[L;:wlincs at higher

Mines, and then went on to open tWo addlll‘): d-1sscd Ray Vaughn

levels on the Plateau. In the eight years t:lllcl,tl:tlnbilt org“‘“im‘ion Rt

; : :arce had ran a ¢

Pierce and Franklin D. Pierce had rat

hardly any controversy. cess of the Pierce Coal and

A factor which contributed Dto Sl;:pmcm Company is that the
ree Deve
Lumber Company and the Pierce ¢

3 2Py c
m w 1 .k profit at the expens
' tured to genert ckp
COmpanies were not structt
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ofitsemployees. The Pierces had lots of financial resources and were not
planning a get rich quick scheme. Their coal mining operation was
considerably large and generated a very steady profit, which they did not

squander.
Another factor which contributed to their success is the

manner in which the Pierces treated their employees. The company
provided comfortable homes and fair wages, which in retumn
rewarded the company with loyal employees. In an interview with
Mary Wallingsford she relates her experiences with the Pierce Coal and
Lumber Company:

The commissary was stocked with a wide variety of food
and clothes. There was an ice house for keeping fresh meat.
The miners were paid with script and tokens. The Pierce
laborers were loyal to the company.

As World War I ended the demand for coal declined. and
the mining business was becoming less profitable than it had been in
the past few years. The manufacturers no longer needed large
supplies of coal to produce tools and other items of war. The local
smaller mining operations were able to meet the demands of the town
residents at a competitive price. The Pierces understood that their
season in the mining industry had come to an end. The Pierce Coal
and Lumber Company was dissolved on December 1, 1919:

Whereas Pierce Coal & Lumber Company is a corporation
organized and existing under pursuant to Article 1, Chapter 69,
of the Code of the State of Alabama, having its principle office
in the city of Bridgeport, County of Jackson, State of Alabama,
and whereas the holders of all the capital stock of the said
corporation Pierce Coal and Lumber Company desire to
dissolve said corporation, pursuant to Section 3510 of Article
8, Chapter 69 of the Code of Alabama.

Now, therefore, this agreement made between said
corporation, Pierce Coal and Lumber Company, and all the
holders of all of the capital stock of said corporation, Pierce
Coal and Lumber Company.

Witnesseth, the parties hereto do hereby agree that said
corporation, Pierce Coal and Lumber Company, the, and the
same hereby is agreed to be dissolved.

In witness whereby the said Pierce Coal and Lumber
Company has caused these presents to he signed by its
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President and its corporate seal to he hereunto annexed and
attached by its Secretary, and other partjes hereto have
hereunto set their hands and seals this first day of December,
1919.

After the shutdown of the Pierce Coal and Lumber Company,
Erasmus ‘Ras’ Cowart Shelton was hired as the new custodian for the
mines. Specifically, he was responsible for maintaining the condition
of the mines, keeping a watch fire, and acting as tour guide for
prospective buyers.
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Education at Pierceton

The Northwest ordinance had designated the 16" section of
each township for educational purposes. In Jackson County, the
income generated from the 16" section was not enough to support a
school system. Therefore, Jackson County exercised its option to sel]
the land in the 16" township and apply the income from the sale
toward the establishment of a public school system. As a result, the
township school ordinance in Jackson County was phased out and the
McAllister School District was established.

Since the township school trustees were no longer in position,
the new trustees were now appointed by the County Board of
Education. The trustees continued to determine the school term.
However, there was still no consistency to the length or frequency of
the school term. Therefore, the students were obliged to take
advantage of the learning opportunities as they arose.

The first official public records of educational activity in the
MecAllister School District are dated 1908. School censuses, well-
kept personal notes, news articles, and notes from the records of the
Jackson County Board of Education have provided us with a
retrospective on efforts to educate the young residents of this area.

May 14, 1910, Oscar Allen was employed to teach for three
and half months at a salary of $29.81. Therefore, school was provided
from May until mid-September. Classes were not offered again until
October 14, 1911 when Ora Mae Ross was employed at a salary of
$30.00 to teach for one month.

There are no records of any schooling activity taking place
during 1912. The school did, however, relocate to a new building,
and the name was changed from McAllister to the Pierceton School
District.

On November 8, 1913, Ora Mae Ross returned for a one-
month session at salary of $45.00. School was again closed until July
7, 1914 when Ann Witcher contracted for a three-month session to
last until October 1914,

. The year of 1915 saw the first extended school session for the
Pierceton School District. Samuel West contracted for a three-month
term at a salary of $45.00. His term would last from March 20, 1915,
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through June of the same year,

An instructor by the name of H. Brown then contracted for a
three month term also at a salary of $45.00. His term was to begin
November 13, 1915, and last until February 1916, Although it was
divided into two three-month sessions, it was the first sign of any
continuous educational stability in the community at the public-
funded level. It is not known for what reasons the trustees may have
provided for two school sessions this school year, but in the
following year, they resumed their pattern of one three-month session
per year.

Ora Mae Ross entered a third contract with the trustees for a
three-month term in 1917. She was then succeeded by Vesta Odell
who signed a three-month contract at $50.00 to take place from April
13, 1918 through July 1918. The following year, Samuel West
entered a second contract with the Pierceton School District fora two-
month session beginning October 16, 1919. His salary was agreed
upon at $37.50. .

In 1920, the Pierce Brothers ceased operating the mme.s'at
Pierceton. With the closing of the mines, employment oppoﬁur.nlles
were scarce. The town began slowly to shut down, taking with it the
school. _

In an effort to keep providing public-funded educational
Opportunities in the area, Pierceton School was rclocatgd to Pleasant
Grove (Groves). Even though the school had relocated in an cffo}:t :g
continue operating, records indicate that no school term was hel
during 1921. Teachers were hired on an as-needed basis. The l\!;/am
criterion for determining the need for a teacher was enrollment. : :)n
the closing of the Pierce Mines, most of the residents had ;notlf’z o
o other mining locations. As a result, there were not enoughs
left in the area to justify the operation of the school.
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Personal Interviews

Clyde Gentles
Viola “Vicie” Cain
Dewey James

People of Pierceton

Mit and Mag Gentles
The Sisk Family
Dewey James, Sr.

Artifacts

Letter from Franklin D. Pierce, M.D.

Pages from a date book published by the Pierces

Map of Pierceton, Alabama

Sketch of proposed railroad linking Southern
Railroad with Limrock

Photographs

The Pierceton Icehouse

The Pierceton Bank Vault

Mit and Mag Gentles

Mit Gentles

Dewey James, Sr

Benjamin Allen and two unknown miners.
The Sisk Family




Clyde Gentles

My nameis Clyde Gentles. | was born April 13, 1892, My father
was Milton Gentles. His nickname was ‘Mit.” He married and opened his
firststorein Octoberof 1882, He was the postmaster at the time the name
ofthe town Boyd’s Switch was changed to Limrock.

‘ The first small store building was located on the ridge across
the railroad from the present (or fourth) building. We lived in one of
the railroad builder’s shanties. The house had two small rooms across
the front with a lean-to shed kitchen. I remember my mother cooking
our meals on a dirt floor.

. The second store building was built on the north side of the
ral.lro.ad across County Road 19 from the present building. The third
building was built a few feet east of the present building.

During the 1920°s, this third building served as a storeroom or

the century, the economy of
timber industry.
St store about the time the

Limrock was that the total purchase was close to 30,000 acres,

During the fall of 1912, and the winter and spring of 1913, the
Pierce Coal and Lumber Company completely rebuilt the branch line
to Blowing Cave in Gentles Cove. A new locomotive named ‘Aunt
Huldy’ moved new equipment to the bottom of the newly rebuilt
incline. Local farmers, with wagon and team, were employed to
move building material, a sawmill, a new steam powered drum, and
food supplies from the Gentles Cove rail head to the new town of
Pierceton. Coal miners from the North Alabama Coal Company at
Bryant, Alabama, moved to Pierceton to reopen the Belmont Mines.
Very little mining had been done since 1885,

When the new drum was installed, a new narrow gauge
locomotive, ‘the dinky,’ arrived at Limrock. A few older residents
remember a similar arrival in 1879 when the ‘Little Mable’ arrived.
The flat car on which the new locomotive rode was quickly moved to
the bottom of the incline at the Blowing Cave. With great
engineering skill, this locomotive was unloaded and drawn up the
incline. This locomotive would move over the three and one-half
mile track, narrow gauge, from the mines to the top of the incline.

My father and I built our third store building to accommodate
the growing needs of this community. We did not furnish any of the
construction supplies and food products used by Pierce Coal and
Lumber Company. Their supplies were unloaded from the freight
cars of the Southern Railroad and transported direc}ly to Gentles
Cove. We saw the large quantities of food and clothing ‘f’at “'?”Ifj
stock the company store at Pierceton. These included men’s, ladies’,
and children’s clothes and shoes, sacks of beans, flour, and meal, case
after case of canned goods, and a wide variety of household sul}])Pll.‘;S-

By mid summer of 1913, empty coal cars were leftont ctz szhz
track near the depot. ‘Old Huldy’ would move these empty cars (|)3 i
tipple at the Blowing Cave. ‘Old Huldy’ now "_mved Calf.o i
ways. Cars loaded with coal and lumber arrived fially at the] 12:;?,1
siding. These cars were picked up by tht_: next frc.lgh‘t' tr?m.d lr:;s wcr%
Supplies and equipment consigned to Pierceton in :drdOZ:V R
moved to the Blowing Cave for unloading. Smaller oa‘sl o
Ontothe Pierce cars. Ourbusiness grew as more ofthe local peop

¢mployed by the company.
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The people at Limrock and Larkinsville were aware of a much
larger project being developed farther up on the mountain, We had a
ringside seat to parts of this activity. We saw the arrival of another
steam powered drum. Another ‘Dinky’ locomotive, piggyback on a
flatcar, hundreds of heavy iron rails, bed plates and bands of raj|
spikes arrived. More workers were hired. Some of these laborers
were local people. New houses were built at Pierceton. Miners and
their families arrived by train. They waited at the depot until ‘Old
Huldy’ arrived with a suitable car for transporting passengers. This
modified caboose type car was used for transporting commissary
supplies and passengers.

On several occasions, I rode this supply car to the incline, All
supplies, equipment, and passengers were transferred to empty
mining cars for the ride up the incline and eventually to Pierceton,
There were many duplex residences along the up side of the railroad.
There were a few single residences houses for the families of the
management. There were warehouses for the storage of mining tools
and supplies.

I'was allowed to see the mining operation. From each mine
portal the company had built a wooden tramway. The loaded coal
cars were moved over this tramway to a short siding along the narrow
gauge railroad. Empty coal cars on this siding were filled as the
underground carts or cars arrived. A swivel and a hook in the tram
rails allowed the whole load of coal to be dumped into the car on the
siding. These trams were built at the mines whose portals were much
higher than the elevation of the railroad tracks. Some mine portals
were on the same level as the railroad. The loaded cars were moved
to the railroad where the *Dinky’ pulled them all the way to the
incline. At the bottom of the incline, these cars were unloaded in the
tipple, or perhaps directly into a Southern Railroad hopper car.

After the Fork Mountain Mines were in operation, 1 was
allowed to ride a supply car the full length of the eight mile railroad.
I'had uneasy feelings as we crossed the high trestle across Pole Creek.
[ saw the Fork Mountain incline and eéntered the mines there. There
Was more head room in the Fork Mountain Mines. The heat from the
Steam drills created very unpleasant working conditions.

Asltraveled this raj Iroad, I saw several spurtracks where loaded
lumbercars were waiting to hemovedtothe second incline. Atthisincline,
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the loaded cars were luwc.red.lo the waiting locomotive for the tripoverthe
benchrailroad and lower mclm; to be unloaded. Alongthis line, telephone
wires were visible. Communication between the various aspects of the
large operation would be necessary.

My fatherand I had wondered why the company needed the two
larger locomotives that had rccenl.ly passed through Lm:nrock. Thgsc
locomotives were moving vast quantities of coal and lumber from the mines
and mills. These products soon found their way to the Southem Railroad
at Limrock.

At the height of this operation, in 1917, the company had five
or six locomotives, thirty to forty mining cars, cjght or ten trams,
twenty heavy lumber cars, four sawml!ls, a commissary building, an
office building, eight or ten single family r65|dence§, twenty or more
duplex residences, an icehouse, a bank vault, possibly one hundr;:d
employees and their families, and a school h_ouse. iOnc of the
locomotives operated over the standard gauge ra}lx‘oad tr'om Qentles
Cove to Limrock. The Jackson County Board of Education directed
the instructional program at Pierceton Schopl. o

My father and I saw this large operation pa‘ss from the 5u.rc}cs
in 1919 to smaller operators during the 1920’s. By 1935, the

operation was largely abandoned.




Viola "Vicie" Sisk Cain

Our family lived in Bridgeport, Alabama before moving to the Sinks in

1913. My father had worked in the Pierce Coal Mines there. Some
ofthe people live in Bridgeport now, My Father took sick and died a
short time after the famj ly moved to Pierceton. It was necessary for
my older brother to work in the mines to support the fami ly. I'married

Flet}cher Cain. Idid not have the opportunity to attend school very
much,
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Dewey James

=

o\

My name is Dewey James. I was o 1 'Il\ll'an(t:tlrz(sitzz
Tennessee in 1898. My father, J. T. James, and our faml y se T
Cumberland Mountain in the Wininger Commum[yidn?Gould)
Larkinsville, Alabama. Our farm was near mefgg school, the
Cemetery and Wininger School. Since the closing 0 $ ,

community is referred to as the Letcher Cor?lmun:it)l/}.]c onHouss
The Wininger Community revolved dfo(us'] County Road 15.
and the Gold Cemetery along present day (l(‘,:') )u , Road 17 from
Today, Letcher Community cxtcndg along "oui)f)Counfy Road 8.
Skyline Monument Company to the 'nwrsccu?f..@ of Bridgeport,
My first association with Dr. Harry M';rk for him. This
Alabama,'was at the time he asked my father %o t“am of mules were
Was in the summer of 1913. My falhe,r i &lsAcl:listcr). to the coal
needed to build a railroad from the Sinks (x1 fhc water boy for the
mines on Fork Mountain. I was hired to be
timber cutters, who would clear the right of way.
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Before the timber cutters started their work, I followed Dr. Pierce
and his horse as he laid out the route. No instruments were used. Evely
available laborer was hired to clear the route. The small trees were
converted to hand hewn crossties. The large logs would be sawn into
lumberafter the sawmill was in operation.

The first construction of this railroad was at the north end of
the Sinks. Dr. Pierce brought a team of very large oxen to pull out the
stumps. Once the stumps were removed, the oxen were hitched to 3
very large turning plow. The loose dirt was moved by slip scrapes
from the high places on the route to the low places by slip scrapes.

These scrapes were pulled by two mules. This is what my father did.
My job was to provide drinking water for these workmen. The work
went on for 12 to 14 hours each day, six days a week. Dr. Pierce
would not allow work to be done on Sunday.

When the dirt grade was finished, the cross ties were laid in
place. Dr. Pierce was a good organizer. There were farmers from
Larkinsville arriving with wagons heavily loaded with rails. bed
plates, and spikes. The road up the Cumberland Mountain from
Larkinsville was along the present day County Road 17.

In the fall of 1913, progress on the railroad was slow. The
farmers at Larkinsville and Limrock were harvesting their crops. Dr.
Pierce asked my father if there were other farmers with mules
wanting to work. My father told Dr. Pierce he had another pair of
mules. If Dr. Pierce would allow me to work, another slip scrape
Operator would go to work. T did.

While all this railroad building was being done at Letcher, the
Pierce Coal and Lumber Company was rebuilding the railroad from
Limrock to the incline at the Blowing Cave in Gentles Cove. The
town of Menlo-Pierceton was being rebuilt. The store, office
building, and combination church and school were built with newly
sawn lumber. The former Belmont Mines were being worked. The

be everywhere.

The w
consisted of a
drum, axes, ¢
spikes.

4gons continued to arrive from Larkinsville. The cargo
complete steam sawmill, a heavy duty steam-powered
rosscut saws, hammers, nails, rail, bed plates, and

142

At the north end of the narrow gauge railroad another incline
was constructed. The new drum was installed .at the tgp of the incline
in such a position thal‘cars-on the lower Sinks rallroaq could be
moved to the newly built railroad on top o.f lhfe mountain. A new
small locomotive was brought up the short incline to operate on the
new railroad. New coal cars and flat bed lumber cars were brought up
the short incline. . '

After the sawmill began operating, steam-sawn ties were
used. The wagons from Larkinsvillc.camc no more. All nccgssgry
items for this large construction project, and the expanded mining
operations in the Sinks, came by rail. . o

When the track building crew arrived at the site of the first
trestle near Pole Creek, our job was to build th,e abutments. L~arg.e
stones were arranged in the form of a large ‘U.” The bqttom of this
‘U’ would be built against the low end oft!le trestle. Using the o(;&_en
and a wheeled scrape, this ‘U’ was filled Wll%l smaller stones a'nd lrt
When the road bed was level with the top of the tresl'lc, lhc.cmss l(l}:S
and rails were put in place. This allowed the work train to b_rmg(le;()hc;
next load of rails and ties. The road bftd or grade crew cc])ntml:‘fc aee
task of stump pulling and dirt moving. The aPPf?aC‘}:gld fns
Creek trestle required a high stone abutment in orq;r tlz S
materials. Many large semi-shaped stones we.rt.a lai laﬁ”pmatcrial o
without mortar. It required many loads of dirt anc
bring the grade up to the top of the trestle. .

Dne:thetsoad bed, arafhests s n}?' y;ade crew moved
followed, installing the crosslic.s and the rall.(q:. Tekb éorgc. Using dirt
their equipment to the west side of Pole ;C]l A ob i eatendiot
removed from a deep cut, the abuupent was 1l 'le o coad bed ot
§ e e e eyl 'bL(l:llinc was constructed.
approximately one mile west, where anoth’elr mline S Hacsaita e

[aidnothei build 1 S e nCP' \r(.:c Sawmills were
construction timbers and lumber, the fou[J il;d Sty was being
Sawing lumber for the open market. The nat demand for lumber
drawn into the War in Europe. There was aa%]rclocomotive could not
and heavy construction timbers. The Sjm t-om Fork Mountain 0
handle the increase in coal and lumber cargo

the second incline.
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Twonew locomotivesarrived to handle the increased traffie Onthe
mountain portion ofthe line. The track maintenance crew, this is Where my
father and I worked, had to rebuild sections of the raj Iroad. The
locomotives could negotiate the short curves of the ori ginal tracks. With
arrival of the longer and heavier locomotives, we had to rebuild, ang
sometimes even relocate the tracks. The track crew consisted of 12t | 5
men. Asthe sawmillsexhausted the trees at one place the mill was moved
tothe nextstand oftrees, The management policy was: move the sawmill
to the trees. We had to build branch railroads to the mill.

These heavier engines, and loaded lumber cars were constantly
creating problems on the tracks. In wet weather, the engines would cayse
theties and the rails to sink in the muddy road bed. A washouton the grade
would cause the locomotive to tilt to one side and in some cases leave the
tracks. The road building crew had a never-ending job. It was the train
crews’ job to keep the engine and cars on the tracks. It was our job to
repairormove the tracks. AsIsaid before, there were in the nei ghborhood
of 100employees working 10-12 hours, six daysaweek. No one worked
on Sunday, except in an emergency.

There were very few families livingat Alto or on Crow Mountain.
Thepopulation of Pierceton was about one hundred people. These families
lived in the company houses. There were maybe eightorten families! iving
at Pleasant Groves, and a few more living at Wininger-Letcher. The
company had built a combination school and church house at Pierceton.
Religious services were wellattended in al] these communities on Sunday
moming,

The Sunday afternoon activity for the teenagers and courting
couples was the trip to Limrock to see the trains. We boys from
Letcher and Wininger would walk to Pierceton. There we were

Joined by other boys and girls. An empty coal car would be made
ready. The making ready consisted of removing the coal dust and
finding two or three stout scantlings— 2" x 2" 6"—to serve as a
brake. All passengers for the trip loaded in the coal car. If additional
cars were needed, they were available.

After the push off, it wag down hill to the top of the incline
Some two miles away. As gravity took over, the ride became rougher

cantling t0 smoke or catch fire. The reserve braking System wag put
u

info USe, another scanlling: We kr?c:}v this wa§ dangerous, but we had
the approval of Mr. Fuller, the mining SUperintendent fo, th
Coal and Lumber Company. His daughters went with ys, T
one went with me. .The Idrum operator had nough steam ¢
o the tipple. At this pomt WE were on our own, The repair
the standard gauge railroad kept a lever car at the tipples, We would
all get aboard and lhe b.oys wogld furnish the motive power for the
two and one-half mile ride to Limrock. Of Special interest were the
two passenger trains. | must say that this trip was not mage during
cold or rainy weather.

This was during World War I, when many freight and troop
trains passed Limrock. These trains did not stop at Limrock, but No,
36 and No. 43 did stop. All of the small stations along the southemn
railroad had a passenger depot. There were S€parate waiting rooms
for blacks and for white people. If someone planned to catch the
down train for Huntsville or Memphis, it was not uncommon for the
family or relatives to come see them off. Ifa passenger was expected,
the family would come to the station to welcome them home.

This down train arrived from Scottsboro and points east about
415p.m. The Spectators at the depot had opportunities to wave at a
pretty lady seated by the open window, or chat with the porter or cook
through the opened half doors not in use. This was a fun thing. When
acitizen of remote Pj erceton exchanged pleasantries with a passenger
bound for Memphis, or perhaps Dallas, or California, this mmdenf
Was worth the trip. The Pullman car attached to this train was usually
dropped off ot Chattanooga. After No. 36, the down train depa‘ned-
Part of the depot crowd also left. The up train from Memphis to

vash'-“glon or New York was equipped with a diner and Pul.lln:;::
[raF 5 M_OSt of the passengers would eat and SICC{P 3b93r2:1_"\1 et
A arriveq a Washington or New York. This train et
P;?rOCk after 5:00 pm. 2 pecial Bl e car,l se:;massengers.
%, Was next to the express and baggage car for OC" P d emerge
@l man or woman from Woodville or Huntsville wou 00ga
oM thig ing for Scottsboro or Chattancos
Woug o ar. - Anyone departing gr Being closerto theengine.
lh g rected by the condgctorto t.hxs car. Be gzand ashes from the
Sengersin this car received their share of 00

e Pierce
he oldest
lower yg
crew for
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engineexhaust. The Pullman sleeper carskept their windows closeq. Fang
would draw filtered air from the outside. The local passenger car stopped
near the depot. The Pullman Cars were several cars down the track. The
watchers at the depot saw these cars as the train departed, This was the
signal for train watchers to catch their train back to Pierceton.

The passengers on the return trip were less excited. First, there
was the long walk home through the Sinks. The operator would not drym
themup the incline. Alsothere wasa feeling that they had seen a small part
ofanother way of life which they did not share, and tomorrow is another
day ofthe manner of living they have very few hopes ofchanging.

We made sure that each one of the young ladies was escorted to
herhome. We boys had a two mile walk alon gtherailroad track before we
arrived atour homes in Wini nger.

I moved to Huntsville in about 1919 to work in the cotton
mills. Except when I visit my daughter in the Nat Community west
of Wininger, I have had little contact with the area I knew so well as

a boy. In closing, I will say that I never worked in the mines as a
miner.

copy of a letter written by Franklin Pierce, M.D,

professional Advice

RAV. Pience, President V. Morr Punce, Treasurer
l. D. Puner, Vice-President JH. Mongy, Sec'y & Counsel

Al Orders Subjpeet To Strikes And Othr Unay oidable Causes OF Delay

PIERCE DEVELOPMENT CO.

MANUFACTURERS OF

HARDWOOD LUMBER

MARE AtL StrvienTs
To Lonock, Ata.,

Ustess Omierwist Orpiien

Sixp Durucare Invowcrs
To Puxcrron, At
Quoranions Sumner To Caaxar Wimour Norice

Bridgeport, Ala.,
Oct. 16th, 1918
Mrs. C.C. Boyd,
City.

Dear Madam:

I advise you to get half an oz. of Sulphate of Zinc, and.dlssoiﬂvc ::‘h;ag;ni’.
teaspoonful of it in half a glass of hot water; wind a small PiEce.0 nci‘\(\)'ith 3
uterine sound or stiff piece of wire of suitable length, saturate lfllL totc::nc i
Zinc solution, and apply through the mouth of the uterus to the lu e i
tumning it around gently. Repeat this application every two or thr ’
continue the douches as you have been doing. sy Sehiion:

I advise also that you get an ounce of freshly made up ¥ 4 w;lh st
and give your mother of it three times a day, after meals, bcg‘“(“.'r'l Tjrop A el
doses and increasing the dose a drop a day until you get oy ;)0‘ :)mc A
administer in a third of a glass of water. Should the eyelids become
for a few days. :

When | feel stronger, | would be pleased to see your madtisg
4 more thorough examination.

again and

Mmake

Yours very truly,
F. D. Pierce, M.D.” ¥
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Pages from a personal diary dispensed by the Pierce brothers.
The diaries were professional calling cards, which contained ad-

vice from the Pierces regarding various ailments. 47
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e . Postal records indicate that the town of Pierceton was offically opened
< AT gy By around August 12, 1912:
s ,--;.. 'r-.’ . " .
S B R PIERCETON POST OFFICE
2 7 / JACKSON COUNTY, ALABAMA
- NAME TITLE DATE APPOINTED
Ao Ulyses S Allen Postmaster 08/12/1912
i arry V. Pierce Postmaster 05/29/1914
= ] Emc E. Pierce Postmaster 04/12/1915
T 4 S . “arle B, Smith Postmaster 05/20/1916
o 3 3 Frank Eugene Postmaster 09/10/1917

Discontinyeg on July 31, 1918; mail to Lim Rock *
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Pierceton, Alabamg

1380 ft (The map below is a small scale version of the mining tow erceton at one time housed as many as 100 miners.)
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Sketch of plans for agreement between Pierce Development Com.-
pany and the Southern Railroad to construct a railroad at Ljm.

rock.
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William Sisk Family at Bridgeport 1912

Joe; Sally; and, William
William; Belle; and, Callie,

Oscar; Viola; other children unknown.

James; Albert;
Sarah;

Fanny;

Back row (left to right):

Seated (left to right):
Children (left to right):

5 ’ﬁ

Bejnamin Allen (le .
9 of the Pierce hsl“:z):"d two unknown miners outside Portal
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Douglass Years

Rebuidling Pierceton
1924-1931

i

Mit.
The McAllister Family (I-r): Albert Jr, Albert Sr., Belle, Mary, and Mi

- ame
William S. Douglass of Rus§ellv|llf:,.d/;rl::bélrfﬂ:;1 eb;icrce
acquainted with Dr. Franklin Pierce, Vice “I;rursll T oo Tived
Development Company, at the end of_Worlq ;w l.a < csigh iR
Bridgeport. He had become interestedﬁm selling inlaras enoeifecEc)
owned by the company, which was said to contal.?‘ B
and valuable deposits of iron ore. Dpuglas was ll R e
development. He convinced Dr. Pierce to e{n[)ionyon ke Fpslealaprics
charge of selling the minesata 5 percentcgmn:jlsso 21, and placed them on
ofthe land. He collected samples of soil an ticve b‘u)'Crs from Ohioand
display at his office. He then invited 13r03l3;3cmincra ol
West Virginia to visit Pierceton ;ndet;):jj:o fook interestin ﬂ;"cp Tzzﬁlc.;s
One of the prospective buyers e Cityo . ¢,
o oSy OI;IhcpChambcr ofCommerC;(;f;l:w his associates In
1. W. Paige. He asked Douglass for Sz.’mplcsssocialc by thenameof A-
Chicago, Pai ge shared these findings \N!lhban ch known as the “Chicago
Vere Martin. Eventually, these gentlemen bec

iscussion
: 200 for further discussK
Crowd”. They invited Douglassto cometo Cl_‘.'czli;;:ugolass. they asked him
Onthe m.ineral samples. Aftertheirmeeting with
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to go to Syracuse, New York, and negotiate a thirty-day lease contract
between the Pierce Development Company, with himselfas trustee of their
interests.

Douglass went to Syracuse and negotiated a lease agreement with
the Pierces on their property located in Alabama. The lease was signed by
FranklinD. Pierce. Douglass returned to Chicago to meet with Martin and
Paige at which time he learned that they decided that the option be made
directto them and notunder his name. He agreed to return to Syracuse and
renegotiate the lease in their name.

[t was not until his second trip to Syracuse that Douglass met for
the first time with Ralph W. Pierce, President of Pierce Development
Company. During this meeting he also learned that the properties were
actually owned by the Pierce Corporation and not by Dr. Franklin Pierce,
contrary to his priorimpression. Afterthe meeting in Syracuse, Douglass
traveled to Buffalo, New York, where he met with Joseph H. Morey,
attorney for Pierce Development Company. During this meeting, he
obtained an option on the properties in the name of Martin and Paigein
consideration of $5,000 to be paid on delivery of the option.

On November 21, 1924, the Pierce Development Company
entered into a written agreement with Martin and Paige in which they agreed
upon a lease of two years and one month, which was to begin on the
December 1, 1924, and end on the January 2, 1927.

The lease property by the Pierce Development Company to
Martinand Paige gave them rights to the land, railroads and railroad right
ofways; all buildings thereon: and all mining, railroad, lumber and mill
equipment of the Pierce Development Company. The lease includeda
provision for Martin and Pai geto cuttimber as they deemed necessary.
They were to then sell the timber and keep ten percent of the profits. The
remaining 90 percent was to be giventothe Pierce Development Company
toapply towards rent on the properties.

OnJune 1, 1924, $5.000.00 was paid to the Pierce Development
Company by William Douglass in the name of the Vere Mining and Metal
Company. Joseph Morey executed the contract to the mining company
as attorney and secretary of the Pierce Development Company. The
contract was for a term of 30 days effective June 1, 1924. Douglass
returned to Russellyille, and made plans to move his family to Pierceton.
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An Unstable Begining

Shortly afterthe William S, Douglass Family was established inone
ofthe single family houses at Pierceton, he receivedaletter from A Vere
Martin. The letter stated that the Vere Mining and Metal Company had
been organized with the following officers: President, A. Vere Martin, Vice
President, J. W. Paige, and William Douglass, General Manager. The letter
explained that the officers were each one-sixth ownerand stockholders.
Additional owners and stockholders were Benjamin Schnewind. William
B. Englehardtand a third individual who remains unknown. The letteralso
stated that the corporation was applying for certification in Illinois and
Alabama. However, the certificate of incorporation was never granted.

Before the Pierce-owned mines and mills could be reopened,
William Douglass had to focus his attention on several problems. Mostof
the entrances to the mines had caved in and were inaccessible. He hired
Ross Shelton as the foreman to oversee the restoration of the mines.
Shelton’s responsibilities included hiring miners, assigning housing, and
supervising the entire coal mining process.

Another problem Douglass faced was in the shipping department.
On the southern end of the Cumberland Plateau, the most reliable means
oftransporting coal beyond Jackson County was the Southern Railroad,
which traced along the foot of the Cumberland Plateau through Stcpl'u:njs
Gap. The tracks , however, did not pass through Gentles Cove, »'vhnch 1S
where the coal mined from the mountain was shipped out to lerqck.
When the Pierces closed the mines, Southern Railroad removed the switch
which connected the Pierce-owned tracks at Gentles Cove to tracks at
Limrock. Asaresult, Douglass had to use hand carsand flats carts to mf)vc
needed supplies and equipment from the train .dePO‘ at lerocl\tto
Pierceton, Shipping coal and moving supplies in thismanner was a-co:sn,;
andtime consuming system of operation. Inordertospeedup Pr‘iimz ihc
ransport larger amounts of coal, anew switch had tobe installed an
tracks needed to be repaired. .

Even though the installation ofa swm?h Do sekwrith
Were crucial to the daily operation of the mines, Doug

. i i i asalmostasif
‘esistance from Martin and Paige in getting this donef. It \\r/)'!suglass o
they were not concerned with this obviously important ;Cd.mck e
that withouyt the installation of the switch and the needed Iz

and repair to the tracks
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company would not see any real profits. He wrote to J oseph H. Morey
abouthis concerns. In return, Morey wrote to Douglass and requesteg that
he submit to him monthly reports on company affairs.

Martinand Paige had already negotiated a thirty-day extension
on their first payment due, which would have been July 1,1924. The first
extension had been agreed upon by both parties in order to give Douglass
time tovisit the property and take stock of what needed to be done in order
to bring the mine up to par. However, since his tripdown there, Martin and
Paige had notrecognized his suggestions for things that needed to be done.
A clear example of this was their disregard for the need of a switch.

Douglass sensed that Martin and Pai ge would seta precedent
formaking payment extensions if they were allowed to make another. In
hisletterof August 16, 1924, Douglass wrote to Joseph Morey about some
concems surrounding Martin and Pai ge. From this letter, we can sense that
he thought Martin and Paige were possibly double-dealing businessmen
who were not as financially sound as they had led Douglass to believe:

Mr. Joseph H. Morey
Buffalo, N.Y,

Dear Mr. Morey:

If You get a request from Messrs. Martin & Paige for
extension on option do not grant it until you hear from me, as
they have not sent enough money to pay July payroll. | have
had to put up over $1,300.00 and I am on my way to Chicago
now and they must put up what | am out and enough for Aug.
payroll,

| fpund anice vein of coal between the commissary and top
of the incline so near the tipple will not have to use dinky engine
to haul'the vein is same | think that they worked at Fork
Mountain 10 miles away. This will give us short haul and very
cheap coal, by cutting out the long haul and one incline. | will
probably run up to Buffalo from Chicago if | do, I will wire you.,

Your friend,
W. S. DOUGLASS

Keep this on quiet should any of the bunch run up to see you.
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From Douglass’s letter, Joseph Morey sensed that the delay in
getting the switch installed might suggest that Martin and Paige Comd)nm
handle the responsibility of running the mines, and that they might prove
unreliable businessmen. Asaresult, he asked Douglass to make regular
reports to him regarding the activity of the company. In the following
personal correspondence dated September 19, 1924, we can ascertain
that Douglass agreed to comply with Morey’s request to receive monthly
reports:

Mr. Joseph H. Morey
Buffalo, N.Y.

Dear Mr. Morey:

The Chicago Crowd is slow in paying for the switch
installation, in meeting the payrolls, etc. | have not been able
to ship any coal yet . Several days ago, | wrote them that if the
payrolls were not taken care of and that promptly that | would
be forced to close down and notify Mr. Pierce as | did notintend
to have the property liable for the Company obligations. This
enclosed telegram is a reply to a telegram | sent on the 4™ inst.

| shall gladly make you a report on the work here every

month.
| would be glad to receive from you copies of any letters that

the Chicago office may send you in regard to our affairs here.

Very truly yours,
W. S. DOUGLASS.

PS: Just ascertained crew started putting in the side track this
morning. Will take only a few days to do this.

Mrs. Douglass, who had previously be.cn in poor health, hzd
recuperated and was taking an activerole in help}ng herhusbgndlmtn [oi“
Vere Mining and Metal Company. Aswecan sccmhcr follow‘mfi et elrwr
February 7, 1925 to Joseph H. Morey, she sometimes acted on ‘
husband’s behalfin his absence. In herletter, shealso expressed concern

sed by the
about the unfavorable position ofthe company that hgd'bifn caused by
delay in the installation of the switch by Martin and Paige:
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Mr. J. H. Morey,
Buffalo, New York.,

Dear Mr. Morey:

The switch will be completed Monday and as S00N as we gat
an engine for the narrow gauge road and a motor on the bench roaqd ie
can begin shipping coal. However, it is so late in the season that | a :
afraid we shall not do much coal business before autumn or winterg;
next year. The neglect in sending check for the switch has cayseq
unnecessary delay. This check was to be sent to the Railroad Compan
by December first of |ast year. | am of the opinion that my husband')s/
company will not be in a position to carry out its part of the contract As
fo the_a other payments on the property but | have the property in sh‘ape
to ship good coal now and | certainly hope that the provisions can be
taken care of when they become due. -

I am enclosing you a sketch of the land that McAlli
the use ofgnd the land that he wants to let you have, Wher'l ysgﬁrg‘gf t?ltz
degq fgr him to sign be certain to claim slushing privileges for this and
ad;onmng property. This because if you have to wash any coal over, this
will be a good place to run the slush. |

I have had an attorney examine the tide of the McAllister land
and he pronounced it good. I'll keep you Posted as to the progress here.
Very truly yours,

Mrs. W. S. Douglass
Another major deterrent to progress for Douglass was the poor
erand steam engine for the incline drum. Becausethe
needed to lower thg ’lleegcg repair, it was notable o generate the steam
mountain, The on] 0:}11 ed carts dgwn the incline on the sxdc. of ic
in Gentl ' C ymethod of lowering the carts down to the first incline
¢s Cove was either by Mmanpower or by gravitational pull. The
problem with the boiler System was never corrected.
demo”sgr:ti;zm;\)z;t.lon oﬁh(_:se pr Oblem§ and the nonchalant attitude
were very unre{i abl ;)n apd Paige began to indicate to Douglass that. they
Cxtremely difficult S?t usinessmen. As aresult, he found himselfin an
Metal Company he l u]adt o bc.:aU§e as manager of'the Vere Mining and
regularlease gaseon flotcoverits operating expenses, In addition, the
a4S€payments which he had negotiated for Martin and Paige were

not bej : :

the Pie:cgelgigfhas ag[;eed. lAlso, since he had negotiated the contract with
©Is, Douglass belieyed o rthese

payments, that he was accountable for

boiler had rusted an
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A Gift Of Friendship

Since he had begun managing the Pierce M ines, things had notbeen
going favorably for William Douglass. This was about to change. Hemade
avisitto Chicago in the Fall of 1924 at which time he metwith Dr. Franklin
Pierce who confided to him that he was in poor health and felt he would
soon be deceased. During this visit, Pierce told Douglass that there wasa
certainacreage of land on Fork Mountain that was of little value. He had
hoped to use this land as a goat and sheep ranch or perhapsa hunting lodge.
Dr. Pierce felt close to Douglass and wanted him to have this land because
of his friendship for him and because of his allegiance to the Pierce
Development Company.

Franklin Pierce gave William Douglass the plotnumbers of the
lands, and showed it to him onamap. Douglass was notaware of whatarea
theland covered. When Pierce died shortly afterward, Douglass metwith
Ralph Pierce and Joseph Morey who gave him a deed to the land.

Coal Washing Facilities

William S. Douglass was slowly conquering each obstacle standing
inhis way. The switch was being installed, and was soon to be comple}cd.
However, it seemed that as soon as he found a solution fqr one t.h}ng,
anotherarose. His next problem was a need foracoal washing facility.

Of the Pierce-owned mines, the ones that produced the largest
amount of coal were located north of the commissary. There was notmuch
space on the Pierces’ property to dump the slush from the mined f?ali
Therefore, some type of coal washing facility was needed to cleanthecoa

before it was shipped to the marketplace. d as aslushin
There was an accessible area which could be used as a slushing

pond to catch the dirty water from the coal. Thearea was xdf.:al:c?z’lujﬁ
ithad no coal mines or valuable timberon the land, ar'ld l.tcontamlc it.t\ c:‘lhc
sink holes. The only problem with this land was that 1t dlfl n(')l belongto

Pierces. The land belonged to Albert Eugene McAllister w e
into the area around 1899. Since then, thearea haq become 3:,\' e
McAllister Sinks. Each of these sinks located onthis PFOP)enly > "::Cavc
acommon area, and exited through what is known as the Blowing g

ho had moved
nasthe
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Douglass believed that the washer should be located on lang
owned by the Pierce Development Company, in order to avoid the hasse
ofany third-party leases and royalties. In order to build the coal Washing
facility, he would need 200 acres of the McAllister land. The Pierce
Development Company owned 100 acres of farm and timber land west of
Pleasant Grove Community. Douglass approached McAllister with, the
idea of swapping the Pierce-owned land for his land in the Sinks.
MecAllisteragreed and arranged to pay Douglass an agent’s commission of
$100 for the transaction if he would go to Buffalo and negotiate the
exchange of properties.

Douglass considered this to be a fair process because he had been
dabblingin thereal estate field. In fact, it was because of his interestin the
real estate business that Martin and Paige were introduced to the Pierces.
Therefore, when he agreed to accept an agent’s commission from
McAllister for overseeing the land trade, he saw no conflict,

Douglass was simply the manager of the Vere M ining and Metal
Company, which was owned by Martin and Paige. He was not an
employee orunder commission from the Pierce Development Company.
Nordid he have a connection to Eugene McAllister. The proposed deal
wastotake place between the Pierce Development Company and Eugene
McAllister. Therefore, the involvement of Douglass as an agent on
MecAllister’s behalfwould in no way present a conflict of interest.

Douglass approached the Pierces about the idea of swapping the
land. The Piercesagreed with his recommendation forthe land trade. They
arranged a transfer between the Pierce Development Company and
Eugene McAllister.

After the land title transfers had been completed, McAllister
admitted to Douglass that he did not have the $100 commission feeas he
h.ad proposed. McAllister proposed that he would instead deed him the
timber on the lands he had obtain in the land swap with the Pierces.
Douglass, his wife, and his sons owneda company known as the Franklin
Trading Company. He thought that this proposition would be good forhis
company. He accepted the timber as payment for his agent’s commission
instead of the $100 that was initially agreed upon.
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Problems Mount for Douglass

Even though he was making progress with the slushing ponds
Douglass was still experiencing his share of problems with Martin an(i
Paige. Douglass was growing very agitated with Martin and Paigeashesstill
had nomoney to pay the miners. In his letter of March 16,1925, to Joseph
Morey, he expresses such concerns:

Mr. J. H. Morey
Buffalo, N.Y.

Dear Mr. Morey:

As | promised to keep you posted as to how we are getting
along, | am sorry to say | have not paid all of Jan labor yet and
none of the February and | do not see anything in sight to make
me believe they are going to pay up. All | getis a bunch of Bull
and that will not pay debts. They will send some one to Buffalo
for renewal if they have not done it. | have some parties | can
sell half of surface and may be all. |also have a party wanting
to lease or buy mineral. | am telling you this so you can be on
your look out for them.

Yours very truly,
W. S. DOUGLASS.

McAllister came up to see about the deed and is ready to sign
when you get your deed in shape.

Atthis point, William Douglass had been making monthly reports
to Joseph Morey for several months. Each ofhisreports focu§cd hcaw' l}:
onthe problems he was experiencing as the general manager \Yllh the ch.
Mining and Metal Company. Simply put, Douglass felt that his associates
Were not living up to the conditions of the lease. . .

DOUglissp considered the overt negligence of Martin and Pai i:: ::
beabreach of good faith. So far, Douglass had only al.ludcd to thac appi e
ineptitude of Martin and Pai geto handlethe propemes'. Ho“ft.verc,I i
letter of April 1, 1925, Douglass clearly cchocg Morcy S pr'ewmfxlsh s
about Martin and Pai ge beingable to handleamining operationo
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Mr. J. H. Morey
Buffalo, N.Y.

Dear Mr. Morey:

Martin, Paige & Schnewind spent the day here going over
property, and checking up with my bookkeeper and found | had overpaid
about $150.00 including bills and payroll and 1/6 of the lumber, in fact
everything to April 1*. They owe about $2,000.00 for labor and | think
$86.00 to James Supply Co. |am up at my residence and do not know
the amounttothe cent. They wanted me to write you it was all fixed, but
itwas not. But they promised to send amount of Jan & Feb. payroll next
Friday and March about the 10", This property is too large forthemn and
itought to be divided and let them have Pierceton properties and let the
other have Fork Mountains. | would like very much to see you, and Mr.
R. V. Pierce as | am satisfied a plan can be worked out that would be
of benefit to them without the expenditure of one cent and all of the
property worked. Of course this is confidential. With kind regards, | am,

Yours very truly,
W. S. DOUGLASS

In his letter of April 7,1925, Joseph Morey agreed with
William Douglass that the property was too large for Martin and Paige to
handle. He also assured Douglass that no matter what happened with

Martin and Paige he would not be forced out ofemployment:

Mr. W. S. Douglass,
Lim Rock, Alabama

My dear Mr. Douglass:

I'have yours of April 1st. It looks as though you were quite right,
that the proposition as whole is too big for your parties. |If your
suggestion were adopted, and they were to continue on with the lease
of the Pierceton property, have you any other parties who would
purchase, or operate the Fork Mountain property? Under the terms of
the lease we have the right to terminate the lease if any default is made
In any payment, and such default continues for fifteen days. As they
have not complied with our condition for an extension, if they do not pay
by Ap(nl 15t_h the amount of the payment due under the lease on the 1st
of April, which is about $4,400.00, as | recall, we will be in a position
to serve notice terminating the lease, which we will, of course, do, unless
Some arrangement satisfactory to us is made.

.. | Might add, that both Mr. Pierce and myself would not be
willing to see you squeezed out by these people, or for the operation of
the property taken out of your hands, If nothing is done by the 15th, it
IS quite likely Mr. Pierce and myself will think best to come down to
Pierceton, and look over the property with you.

Very truly yours,
Joseph H. Morey
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It stands to reason that Douglass now feared that Martinand Paige
had found out about his reports to Morey. He knew that they would
consider these reports to be a breach of faith. He beganto worry thatthey
might take action against him ifthey found out about these detailed letters

to Morey. He was in a very tough spot as he was strangely ethically tied
to both sides of this dilemma.

Inthe following letter of May 7, 1925, Douglass’ fears that Martin
and Paige would try to oust him were strikingly clear. He expressed his
concern for future employment without reservation. One could assume that
he was testing the waters between Morey, the Pierces, and himself. Asthe
following letter demonstrates, William Douglass wasa very smart business
man. Hetook outa little insurance for himself when he stated that he was
onthe side of the Pierces in this awful situation of which he had been forced
inthe middle:

Mr. J. H. Morey
Buffalo, N.Y.

Dear Mr. Morey:

Mr. Schnewind came to Limrock this morning and had me to
meet him, as he said he had some papers for me to sign and | found out
it was papers for incorporating the Vere Mining and Mutual Corporation.
| would not sign as it was not correct, as he stated we had spent
$90,484 which is not true, as we have spent less than $35,000 and
again he said they paid Pierce Development Company $400,00|O fodr:::e
property which was not true, and he had cqt me down as heva ue' nt]:
stock $3,744.00 and added to his holding and removed meS 10 \
manager. They are still mad about timber | inform.ec_j you abou:j. l 0 fﬁjc;
on record the first two mentioned prices would be billing false ar'I wo €
not stand for it. He said he would write you several things mo-: I ;Iizlr,ce
not stand for. Now if they put me out | yvant to repret.:,]en:] thea by
people as | fear they will rob me and quit. .I learned 6r8 500 o
salesman that Schnewind had employed him to sell $ 4 'rand il
stock for him allowing him 15%. You can sztaft:v:wat heisafte

ou will stop this kind of trick that Jew IS .
’ Mypwife is very low with pneumoniaand | cannot l(gti\ll?nhzrleb 22;‘4
and | do not know what steps they will take as they are sti y
Ala. With kindest regards, oSy

W. S. DOUGLASS

; d.
PS | am stopping work tonight until matters are i
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Martin and Paige thought thatas manager and a stockholder iy, the
company Douglass should have had loyalty toward them and not the
Pierces. However, Douglass had known Dr. Franklin Pierce farin advangce
to making the acquaintance of Martin and Paige, and, therefore, haq a
greater sense of loyalty to the Pierces. Because of this, he felt aneedto
keep the Pierces informed at all times about the mismanagement and unfair
dealings broughton by Martin and Paige.

In his letter of April 7, 1925, Joseph Morey had assured Douglass
thathe would not be squeezed outand left unemployed if Martin and Paige
should take action against him. Once that it was clear from Douglass letter
of May 7, 1925 that Martin and Paige were in fact trying to get rid of
Douglass, Morey wrote to him again and assured him that he would be
protected.

Inhis following letter of June 17, ] 925, Morey reassured Douglass
thathe had employment with the Pierce Development Company should he
bereleased from the Vere Minin g Corporation:

Mr. W. S. Douglass,
Limrock, Ala.

My Dear Mr. Douglass:

I'have yours of the 7th telling me about Mr. Schnewind'’s
visit. | talked with Mr. Ralph Pierce about your letter, and | am
satisfied that if Martin's outfit lets you out, the Pierces will wish
to make some arrangement with you to represent them and look
after the Property. Let us know what the developments are.

I'had a letter from Mr. Martin aday orso ago claiming that
they overpaid us on the lumber, because it cost them $20.00
perM forthe 45 Mft. of lumber to cutand saw it, and that they
were obliged to pay us under the lease only the difference
bgtween costand selling price, less 10%, and asking us to send
him a check for $900.00. | looked overthe lease, which reads
that they are to pay us the entire Proceeds of the sale of any
lumber cut, less 10%. This, of course, does not entitle them
to any credit for cutting and Sawing, and | have written him to
thateffect. | trust yourwife isimproving, and will soon recover.

Very Sincerely yours,

J. H. Morey
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William Douglass no doubt breathed a sigh of relief once he
received confirmation from J. H. Morey that he would be guaranteed a
position should the Vere Mining Corporation take action againsthim. He
then setout to devise waysto get out of the company. Although he was the
manager of the mines, Martin and Paige had often bypassed Douglassin the
decision making process concerning the company. He needed some sort
ofincriminating documentation in order to get out of this company.

Douglass carefully scrutinized records and monitored all
transactions closely. His letter of July 2, 1925 to Joseph Morey provided
the first indication that he had found something on the Vere Mining
Corporation. Inthis letter, he implied that he would seek to have the Vere
Mining Corporation dissolved:

Dr. J. H. Morey,
Buffalo, N.Y.

Dear Mr. Morey:

Your telegram received asking for amount of coal sold and
amount of steel rail which the bookkeeper has wired you. The
amount is small, but it should have been reported from Chicago
office. | wired them yesterday to wire Bank Scottsboro amount
of payroll or suit would be brought to colle.ct it,.and | got, repl;;
asking me to pay it and | would receive crgdltfor it, Ido notwan
any more credits as | have more than paid 1/6 of expgndature;
and the firm owes me over $1,500salaryand [am gc_)mgto a;
for the firm of Vere Mining and Metal Corporation to : e
dissolved and a receiver appointed unless they pay UD-deg ;—’r:
and Snodgrass, attorney of Scottsboro s.ard it cpuld be t.or:] :
several counts, one is they are not paying their obligations.

Yours very truly,

W. S. Douglass

in the open than he had
hnewind were dcﬁmtc!y
e that Martin

Douglass began to play a bit more out
Previously done. He felt that Martin, Paige, and Sc' k.
outto get rid of him. He would stop §hon of. nothmgn p
and Paige were a pair of double-talking businessmen.
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Timber Cutting Exposed

Even though he had limited access to records and financig|
dealings, William Douglass had been keeping the Pierce Developmen
Company abreast ofactivity by the Vere Mining and Metal Company. He
had serious and legitimate concerns about the Martin and Paige’sability to
handle the property. He began to realize that the fact that he had beep
voicing these concerns was now about to cost him his Job with the
company. Although he had been promised a position with the Pierce
Development Company should any action be taken against him by
Martin and Paige, Douglass wanted some type of insurance to cover
himself. Asaresult, he continued to review contracts and lease agreements
made by the company.

During his investigation Douglass made an astonishing discovery
which farsurpassed any of his previous observations and com plaints about
their poor financial management. The ori ginal lease agreement between the
Vere Mining and Metal Company and Pierce Development Company

stated in paragraph 5 that the mining company was to cut and sell timber
asitdeemed necessary:

5. The Lessees [Martin and Paigel shall have the rightto
cut, take and use from the leased premises such timber as it
may require, or desire to use for its operations on said premises,
and for the improvement thereof. The Lessees [Martin and
Paige] shall be permitted to cutand sell such timber from the
lands hereinbefore described as it may deem proper, upon the
condition, however, that the entire proceeds of the sale thereof,
less ten percent (10%) shall be paid over to the Lessor [Pierce
Development Company] to be applied first, upon the payment
of the Twenty Thousand Dollars ($20,000) due as rental
hereunderon January 2nd, 1926, and next, upon the payment
of Twenty-five Thousand Dollars ($25,000) due as rental
hereunder on the 2nd day of January, 1927, and excess to
apply upon the purchase price, if the option to purchase herein

contained is exercised, and if such option is not exercised, then
any excess shall be additional rental, 48

Asstated in the contra

( ct, the proceeds of the sale, less ten percent,
wereto be remitted to the Pier

ce Development Company to be applied to

rentonthe property, Within theircontractual rights, Vere Mining and Metal
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Company [Martinand Paige] had negotiated with 4 loggerby the name of
W. L. Johnson to sell him the cut timberat $8 perthousand feet, As agreed
upon in their original contract, they were then to give the Pierce
Development Company the ninety percent remainder ofthat sale.

Unknown to Douglass, Martin and Paige had also made a contract
with Johnson in which he resold them all of the fresh lumber that had been
sawed from the logs at $32.50 per thousand feet. Vere then marketed and
sold the fresh cut lumberata higher price, thereby gaininga profit from the
sale of the lumber.

Douglass immediately wrote and informed Morey abouta breach
of good faithand failure to live up to the lease by the Vere Mining Company
[Martin and Paige]. He finally had the proof he needed:

J. H. Morey, Atty.,
Buffalo, N.Y.

Dear Mr. Morey:

| find that the Vere Mining & Metal Corporation made a
contract in June with W. L. Johnson of Hollywood, Ala., in
which they sold him 250,000 fest of timber at $8.00 per
thousand. This is contract No. 1.

After considerable work | heard that there was a second
contract existing between the Vere Mining and Metal
Corporation made at the same time. Mr. Johnson refuses to
let me see or tell me the contents of this second contract. He
did tell me yesterday that he would show me thg contracts, but
he informed me this morning that he talked with Mr. Paige at
Huntsville, Ala., and that he refuses to let me see or tell me the
contents of the same. But he told me that the lumber was not
his and | gather from that that he hauls it and cuts it for sc:;ne
certain sum in addition to what he claims for it on the stu pi

He also told me that Mr. Paige would be at Hollywood rt‘::t
Tuesday to load out 2 cars of lumber. Healsostated ttgem:ierce
Mr. Paige said that $8.00 stumpage should go tqt
Development Co., less 10% expense of handllnf ls.tump

It looks to me they sold it ata low price on t Ig gl
will probably report the same to the Pierce Deve er; e
but do not know what will become of the dtfferencf i 60 e
lumber he has sawed should bringon an a\{efa_ge 0 bet‘Néen 20
thousand and they have cut, ready for Sh'pDI;”g'ore they have
and 45,000 feet and | do not know how much m

cut in the woods ready for sawing.

and
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| called Mr. Paige over the phone and he told me he did not
have a copy of the contract; that it was made in Chicago, pyt
Mr. Johnson tells me that the contract was signed Vere Mining
and Metal Corporation by J. W. Paige. Could the Vere Mining
and Metal Corporation sell that timber since the option and
lease is made to J. W. Paige and A. Vere Martin and cannot be
transferred under the terms of the lease without our approval?

It looks very bad to me that they would slip around and
make a contract in June when | was general manager for them
and also interested in the lease without letting me know
something about it, and they have been sawing since the 6th
of July and | accidentally heard that someone was cutting
timber in Round Cove and hauling to Hollywood, but | did not
even dream that they would undertake to do such a trick
without letting me know something aboutit. | understand that
they are cutting only the choice poplar, which is damaging the
property from a selling standpoint several times more than it
will bring.

Please advise me by wire Monday at Limrock, Ala., what
steps to take or should | g0 to Hollywood, Ala., and try to
ascertain who they are selling this lumber to and the amount
it brings per thousand, and the number of thousand feet sold.

| can only see two reasons for two separate contracts one
is that they expect to report and pay the Pierce Development
Co., $8.00 per thousand less 10%, or put in double
commission for handling it twice, or sell it below the market
value and diwvie up on the difference, of course, | won't say that
they would do such a thing, cause | do think there is a Negro
in the woodpile somewhere, as they are keeping everything
secretly from me.

With kindest regards to yourself and Dr. Pierce, | am,

Yours truly,

W. S. Douglass

Martin and Paj getothe Pierces,
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Martin and Page’s Lease Cancelled

While William Douglass had been making regularreports to the
Pierces about the Vere Mining Company, he had gained the favor of the
Pierces and theirattorney, Joseph Morey. Douglass had proven his loyalty
to their interests and investments. Dr. Franklin Pierce, who was now
deceased, had already shown his gratitude by giving Douglass a large share
ofland. Atthetime ofFranklin’sdeath, Ralph Pierce and Joseph Morey
carried out his wishes and deeded the land to Douglass. At the .timc,
Douglass had not checked on the exact location of this land. In fact, itwas
notuntil much later that he went to examine the property. It wasat that-tlme
when he found that the property was near the Fork Mountain Mines.
Located on this property were eight houses, along with steel rails and other
ini aphemnalia.
i plz::\l'ljarch of 1925, Douglass contacted Ralph Pierce and tolq him
that the land which had been previously givento him was of greate.r mlnerle
value than that on the east side. He explained thathe considered itnot fair
for him to have a tract of land of this quality. He asked for lcsscr—valt.led
land. In his letter of April 8, 1926, Ralph Pierce wrote in agreement:

Williams S. Douglass
Lim Rock, Alabama

Dear Mr. Douglass:

| received your letter of April 5, and th'"ktw'g: fgfh'ﬁ’gfsyoﬁz_
you are very fair in your proposition. Have talked i t(t)vr Ciralghtened ot
He thinks perhaps it would be as well to getthema heat 0U Can propose
with this in mind. Wesuggestthatyou letus Kiow ¥l Ce Bt ook
in 2 similar acreage on the tract, and give the qt\:_a agreeable. You can
it up on the map which Morey haS'.a“d Sealiitis r%inerals timber or
also give us a description of it, and if there are any '

coal on it. . eeded you the land that
|, of course, understood at the time wrfy(,jand ngmineral b¢ ez

i he outskirts of the prope inz quail and
:Jtr?i?nsbae\feglﬁg OannE:i that you wanted itasa p'acig::r:grﬁﬁink. and
a sort of game breserve. Mr. Morey.U“de,'smm,j decent of you to stand
you thought you were getting just this. Itis very

the change. ick, and you
2y vlvg:lcwj \tgr;n si)kr?y to hear that your daughter has beens!

5 e,
have not been very well. With kind regards, we ar

Yours very truly,
Ralph W. Pierce
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Ifithad not been for the regular reports by Douglass, the Pierces
and their attorney, J. H. Morey, would not have been aware of the
problems with Martin and Paige [Vere Mining and Metal COmpany]_
Because oftheir contracts with the logger, Martin and Paj gewerein breach,
oftheoriginal contract. Ralph Pierce saw this opportunity to use Douglass
torid himselfofthe Vere Mining Company, so he agreed to allow Douglass
toinitiate a lawsuit against Martin and Paige.

A year had passed since Douglass had contact Ralph Pierce aboy
swapping the land back in March of 1925, Pierce saw this as an
opportunity to ensure the Douglass’s participation in the law suit. Asa
result, heattached a contingency upon the exchange of land between the
twoofthem which Douglass was suggesting. Heagreed to trade the lands
only ifthe terms of the negotiation were as follows.

1. Afavorable decision in Jackson County Circuit Court with
respect to the cancellation of the lease option - to -

purchase contract with the Vere Mining and Metal
Company.

2. A deed from Mr. & Mrs. William S. Douglass for certain

coal properties deeded to them by the Pierce Development
Company in 1925, %

Douglass felt that the Pierces were honest businessmen and
considered this contingency to be fair and acceptable. He was in poor
health and wanted to ensurea smooth transition. Inaletterto Dr- Ralph
Pierce dated April 10, | 926, Douglass suggested that the deeds pertaining
tothe land swap be placed in CSCrow to prevent any misunderstanding or
misdealing should anything happen to any of the concerned parties.

Mr. R. W. Pierce,
Buffalo, N.Y.

Dear Mr, Pierce:

/ ave not used check as my wife wanted me to
sell the property but after explaining situation she did not object but
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could not be any chance for trouble should anything happen, | doubt
your reading this as | am very nervous as | had a bag nightof it last night,
but will go back to Pierceton todgy. If you think best as | think it is for
us to make deeds at once and putin escrow with Tennessee Valley Bank
here as cannot say what might happen, of course it will be subject to sit,
You can deed me lands in Range 5 and | think T 2, Scs. 2-1 1-14-23 &
24 as that is on east side of your property. If this is your idea wire me
and | will have officer up to Pierceton and take my wife and my
acknowledgment and then turn it over to your attorney to look over and
you could send deed down. With kindest regards for yourself and Mr.
Mo{ey, | am,

Yours very truly,

W. S. Douglass

Inaccordance with the suggestion made by Douglass, the deed was put
into escrow to be redeemed upon the successful completion of the
stipulations:

BOSLEY & MOREY
Edward R. Bosley, Attorney at Law
1722 Liberty Bank Bldg..

Joseph H. Morey
Buffalo, N.Y.

File 35-11

Tennessee Valley Bank,
Scottsboro, Alabama

Gentlemen:

i nt
The undersigned W. S. Douglass and th'ihp'zf?nDei\é?:)??;ebe
Company, hereby deposit the folloygmg deeds Wt‘r c){ions o
delivered upon the following condutlpns and ins rt(:ain deéd e
W. S. Douglass deposits with you a c? 2 dated April 10,
Douglass and wife to Pierce Development Con F:M ybu  cartan deed
1926. Pierce Development Company deposits Wm' Conan o WS
dated April 10, 1926, from Pierce Developme

e ircuit
DouglassAfter the final termination of the suitnow g?:ri:gsgsgﬁlgg‘ceu“l
Court of Jackson County, Alabama, .betWE\?v” Paige, and others, as
Company as plaintiff and A. Vere Martin, J'm lease made by Pierce
defendants for the cancellation of a ,CertadJ W. Paige, thenand in
o oment Gompefy o ;:i Vecrjeir’:?rrltllcnt:(;\ to aeli;ler said ?.eed tt: :2:

ized an iver

g:z:cceasée%i?of)ﬁ;:tt%%:ﬁzany. and thereupon to also dé
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undersigned W. S. Douglass the said deeq from the_ Pierce Development
Company to said W. S. Douglass herewith deposited with you,

Dated April 14, 1926. W. S. Douglass

PIERCE DEVELOPMENT COMPANY
By Ralph W. Pierce, President

Under telegraphic instructions from Joseph H. Morey, Attomey
for Pierce Development Company dated April 14, 1926, which said
telegraphic instructions are attached hereto and made a part of this
agreement said agreement is hereby changed by striking out al| of the
above words and lines that aredrawn through with Pen marks, and alsg
providing that said deeds shall be returned to the depositors of said deed
by the Tennessee Valley Bank in case the suit above mentioned
terminates without a cancellation of the lease above referred to.

This April 14, 1926
W. S. Douglass
PROCTOR & SNODGRASS
Attys for Pierce Development Co.

$s, the Pierce Development
Comp any hired the law firm of Proctor and Snodgrass to represent them

Inalawsuit againstthe Vere Miningand Mineral Company.
Pierce Development Compan

Vere Mining and Metg] C i

filed foran injunction to pre

land. Vere appealed and w )

appealed the decision inthe S

inits favor, The Final Jud

MP, and then, by converting the timber into
» Iealize a profit for which they would not need to

| J, concealed from [Pierce], as long as they could at
east, the trye nature and effect of their contract with Johnson, and after

the arrangement with him came to light, refused to account for more
than the price of the timber on the stump, st
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The ruling in favor of the Piercesalso allow
rminate their lease with Martin, Paige. gt 4 [Ver
[ccompaﬂ)’] because they were in default of the their

edthem the right to
€ Mining and Meta]
agreement :

...by giving 10 days notice, and thereupon atthe expiration
of said 10 days, the lease, and the term granted, “and a|| right,
title and estate of the lessees hereunder, shall thereupon cease
and terminate in the same manner, and with the same effect,
as upon the expiration of the original term of the lease, with the
right forthwith to enter upon the property, %2

Property Dispute

William Douglass had more than proven his comn‘l@tmcm.to the
Pierce Development Company. He had developeda strong friendship and
trust with Franklin and Ralph Pierce. Unfortunatcly,thesame wasnot :rue
for their brother V. Mott Pierce, whose bc?havxor tqwardﬂs] Dotug as;
strongly indicated that he did not share the sentiment of his brothers towar
DOngaSIS?.ranklin Pierce had died soon afterthe giftof the 2800 acres of land

i in to Douglass. Ralph Pierce and Joseph

on the west side of the mountain to ) g s D
Morey thought it honorable to see that Franklin’s wis 1esho (%reemered =
theland was carried through. However, V. Mott Ple[ici t tahiS -
family business and did not feel as compassmnate abo Rk

Mott Pierce was not pleased with the prog:eSid n;ning g
because the first ruling had been in favor o'f the Vcrg s
Company. During the trial between the Pierces rz:;l ettt
Douglass had been appointed receiver by the cou m;ct ki =
e it camipeny, e 15‘2_15‘3 C](lmro erty was seized. A
Companies had been declared null and void, 2;]_ p ol;thc S Piocio
S adube SpO B O the'set D"(])iglass asreceiver.
and Snodgrass petitioned the court toappoin led in favor of Martinand

Inthe first trial, the lower court hadlru ;1 ot Companyhadbeen
2 The Sppeel fied by ol £ Deve} Oguprcme Courtoverturned
heard before the Supreme Court However, thé

manded. As
«-onit Courttobere
this decision and sent the case back to Circuit ytowriteto Douglass

: hMore >
4result, V. Mott Pierce then instructed Josel;; - by Ralph Pierce o
and attempt to withdraw the offer that had be

SWap the 2800 acres.
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On August8, 1928, Joseph Morey wrote a strikingly forma| letterty

William Douglassinwhich heattempted to withdraw initia] giftoflan
him in 1924 under the wishes of the now-deceased Franklin Pierce;

Joseph M. Morey
Buffalo, New York
August 8, 1928

Mr. William S. Douglass, Esq.,
Box 634, Mercedes, Texas

Dear Sir:

I'am in receipt of your letter without date, but received about
the 29th of July.

Mr. Proctor was not quite accurate in stating that the lease and
option have been finally cancelled, as the court has not yet finally
decreed a cancellation of the lease,

The terms of the deposit of your deed for 2800 acres and the
Pierce Development Company's deed to you of another 2800 acres in
return ha.ve not yet been met, as the court has not finally decreed a

d Made to

In add.itiqn tothe $2,§00.00 Paid you as an advance payment
on your commissions at the time the lease ang option to Martin and
paige were closed, the Pierce Development Company loaned you
$4,000.00 in cash and subsequently loaned You an additional
$1,000.00 making a total of $5,000 now owing by you to them, with
interest. The sale, of course, fell through completely so that no
commission was ever earned. We, of course, would never have made
such s lease and option had we known the true financial ability of the
Chicago parties.

Under all the circumstances, | suggest whetheryou do not think
it reasonable to cancel the arrangement made for the exchange of the
two 2800 acre tracts and deed back to us the 2800 acre tract first
deeded to you, and the company surrender and cancel your notes for
$5,000. This would clear up your indebtedness to the Pierce
Development Company and in fact by this arrangement the company
would be doing considerably more for you than was originally intended
at the time this deed was given, as it was never contemplated that the
company was to give you an acreage of any substantial yalue. With
regard to a sale of the property, we do not feel that weareina position
to offer the property at the present time, as the two suits are not finally
disposed of, although, of course, we expect that they will both be
disposed of in our favor at an early date. _

We wired you in reply to your telegram asking for a reply to your

: letter as follows: ,
e e 9o i 1924: Answering your telegram and letter court has not made flpal
_ When the original deed was given to you, you represented that decree cancelling Martin lease. We do not feel we can safely offer
the Chicago parties, the associates of Martin and Paige, were very

' i property for sale until final decree in pending case is entered. Expectthen
wealthy men and amply ablefmancually to complete the purchase, and 505 11 & resiting it ook a e mice

also that the 2800 acres which you requested in the company to deed Very truly yours,
to you were valueless land, and rough and broken, and of no value for MOREY & SCHLENKER
tlmbe.r Oragriculture. On the contrary, it proved to be the fact that the By J. H. Morey

This letter must have come as a surprise to v.vilham Douglasl,s. (l;:
no doubt considered it to be a completely unethical ideato s;ug[ghC: It’tu::ces
hadbeen granted this land unfairly afterall thathe had done for rsplin
In addition, he must have been completely startled b)-l ?:l?gj));sl couple
approach. They had been the equivalentof pen pals Os‘zow he received
of years, as they had corresponded almost daily. A: beel‘l writtentoa
Sucha formal, legal letter from Morey as though ithas

another 2800 acres described

the hands of the bank at Scottsboro pendi ‘ inati
¢ : ngthefinal ation of the
pending suit between the Pierce : e

et. al Development Company against Martin,

This 2800 acres whi
2 (_)0 acres given you, we fin
on it.As you know We relied
these transaction.

ch you suggested we substitute for the first
d has a great deal of very valuable timber
entirely on you and your statements in all

: s continue
had received this letter from Morey, Douglass Cc: established between
the origina gentlemen’s agreement that had been

Franklin, Ralph, and himself.
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On September 7, 1928, after being discharged ag receiver of i,
funds, Douglass went to the bank to deposit his commission, Op his wa
to the bank, he had a chance meeting with Mr. Reed, who said to him:

..... By the way, Uncle Fox, that law suit is over, let me
get your deed and give it to you, 53

Douglass took the deed, walked over to the courthouse, and filed the deed
onrecord.

Earlier that morning, Douglass had goneto visit the offices of law
partners Proctor and Snodgrass. He sensed that some type of sinister
thoughts were traveling through Mott Pierce’s mind and he wanted to
protecthimself. During this conversation with Proctorand Snod grass, he
mentioned that he might be in need oflegal counsel. Snodgrass assured him
thathe would represent him if: anything should arise. Snodgrass made the
agreement with Douglass even though on the very same day he had filed
papers in court against him on behalfofPierce Development Company.

Three days later, on September 20, 1928, the case between the
Pierces and Martin and Paige was settled in favor of the Pierce
Development Company. V. Mott Pierce was furious that Douglass had
taken the deeds out of escrow three days in advance of the final settlement
inthe case. Mott Pierce filed a complaintagainst Douglass on the grounds
that he had taken the deeds out of escrow in advance, and that he had
misrepresented the value of the land in question by claiming it was

worthless. They filed a quitclaim deed on the deed which they had placed
inescrow,

actually belong to the Pierce Development Company.

Mott Pierce was unsuccessful in his law suit. Douglass was able

toprove thathe had in no Wayused therelationship between the Pierce

: Panyandthe A, Vere Mining and Metal Company to
gamaprofit. He also demonstrated hjs innocence in the land swapping that
had been negotiated with Ralph Pierce,

Douglass had been accused of leading the Pierces into the
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relationship with Martin and Paige based on his recommendations in regard
o their personal wcaltl‘]. I lo»chgr, he wasableto provide correspondence
between Morey and himselfwhich cle.arl.y‘showed thathe did not know
their financial background or leve] of reliability, The letteralsoshowed the
Pierces’ attorney, J. H. Morey, had assured Douglass that he would look
into their backgrounds personally.

Douglass demonstrated to the court that he did not know the value
of the land that he was originally given by Franklin Pierce, nordid he know
the value of the land given to him by Ralph Pierce. He produced letters in
which Ralph Pierce agreed to the land swap and stated wl.mt a fai'r and
honest person he was for bringing the value differences to his attention.

More importantly, Douglass proved to the court that he went over
thelands with Ralph Pierce and Joseph Morey before the land swap was
agreedupon. During this venture, they made maps ofthe property showing
the railroads, location of the mines and mmcral.s, anq th.c. general
topography of the lands. Douglass recalled how during this visit, Ralph
R ...he would not turn on his heels for the difference;

that he did not care to go look at the it [the land]; that he ktril18w
as much about the lands as he wanted to, and more than

Douglas knew. %

In this remarkable case, Douglass’s attorneys, valls erllltl :I:d
Taylor Richardson-Sparkman and Milq Moo_dy, m.ade ane r%?;];s =i
extremely effective appeal to the judge in their closing ?: aglfing bisiness
attorneys pointed out the unfair practice of the PICI’C;SZ had enoughand
partners to court whenever they felt as though they ha

Wanted to get out of the business:

has a
In this regard the Pierce Development Company

cancelled and recast. First, they went into ghthey come into
have the lease and option CanFe"ed; se;: Orl]Jo'ugIas canceled;
chancery court to have their first deed (\)/e theirsecond deed
third, they come into chancery courtto hi into chancery court
to Douglass cancelled; fourth, they comd McAllster recastfor
to have the dealings between Douglass an court in Franklin
their benefit; fifth, they go into Chan?e{y rest in the mineral
County to ha've Douglass' deed to thenmaeg o when hefailed to
lands in Franklin County declareda mo ge' > ncetohim. Ifthey
redeem it or pay the debt and have reconvey
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have yet made a contract and stood by it, without complaining
in court and trying to have it either cancelled or recast, the
writers of this brief have not been able to find it. |t Is a little
singular that men of large affairs and great business capacity,
represented by a prominent lawyer of long experience would
ignorantly get themselves into so many difficulties. s jt not fair
to presume that they have changed their minds and continue
to invoke the court to undo, for their advantage, these different
transactions that they have had with their eyes wide open?
Could it also be fairly presumed that they dealt in involved
transactions in order that if it did not pan out to suit them, they
might better able to go into court to undo them? %

With the settlement of the lawsuit in his favor, William Douglass
finally had his honorand integrity restored. He then severed his ties with
Ralph Pierce, Mott Pierce and Joseph H. Morey. He must have been
terribly disillusioned by the lawsuit that had been lodged against him by
Mott Pierce afterall the favorable things he had done

tokeep the losses of
the Pierce Development Company ataminimum.
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Education in Pierceton under Douglass

When the Pierce Development Company closed their mining and
[umber operations arounq 1920, many 9f the miners and their families
moved from the town of Plercetoq. Thereforc, during the time that William
Douglass was manager of the Pierce Mmgs., there were no educational
opportunities for children. The desks, w.nt!ng §lates, a_nd othgr school
supplies had all been moved toa church building m'thc neighboring Pleas-
ant Grove area. Attendance at Pierceton School in Pleasant Grove was
very poor during the years of 1921 and 1922. There are no records that
show the name of the teacher for that year,

During July of 1922, A. D. (Dibb) Caip cnum.e.ratc.d the scbool
population. Atthe time of'this census, the follo.wmg fa'mllles lived at Pierc-
eton in the company houses, or further down in the Sinks: Albert }:,ugenc
McAllister, Gilbert Flurnoy, David Flurnoy, Jim Wootcp, W. D. Wooten,
Frank Davis, J. E. Coffee, Nute Flippo, and Frank SlSk'. In all, these
families accounted for thirty-one school-age children. Only nineteen school-

¢ children lived at Pleasant Grove. .
o Chlldlzntil now, there had not been a strong cmphasm_ placed on ::u
cation. Many students missed classes on a regular bas;; b::hcatjlzslzkszi'
began working or had married at an early age. In l?.. -'cho(;)ls e
County Board of Education organized summer opponumt.yhs esg.i iy
remedial sessions were aimed at students and schools with excess
s : _

emcelsn\]’v. H. Robinson taught at Pierceton Schoql Fiurmg :::(C) 51011%100‘
termin 1923 and 1924. His wife taught at nearby W'lmngt;rChOOl H-O Lo
Robinsons and their two children lived near the W:m_l:itcirfy o
There were enough students enrolled at \’mef—l‘clr OJd oty ibore
tion for the year. The Pierceton School, however,
quired enrollment. . oton School, but he was

Mr. Robinson wanted to operate Pierce ousual i
desperate for students. In some cases he tcz;)k unMildred Cabiabd
Cruiting students. For instance, Phronie Shc] tO(l)ll- N odance zoce. M
Parker Gerbage, lived in the Wininger s¢ ]Oeach i they attended
Robinson offered to give themarideto class

: : , . ‘ -
I€rceton School instead. Robinson took in order to increas
0

Another such measure Mr.
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the size of his class was to take students in at an early age. [n g

. 1 ].nterv]‘ew
with Hezekiah McAllister on August4, 1995, he recalled:

| was enrolled in Pierceton School at age four, They needed
my head count.

In September of 1929, there was anot
Pearl Barbee was commissioned to teach for thr
$50.00. There are no records or other indicati
after Miss. Barbee’s session until 1933.

her school Session helq
eemonths ata pay rate of
on of schoo being taught
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Richard Jones

['am 71 years old and have lived in the Nat Community of Cumber-
land Mountain all of my life. I am very familiar with the Bluff (Nathaniel
Wisdom Cemetery). I have visited the Dodd’s Mill Falls many times. I also
remember visiting the grist mill below the falls. The mill could only be reached
by a walking trail.

In answer to your question about the Sinks, I will give you three
answers. Number one, the Sinks refers to the two or three acres of land at
the lowest point of the area. This is where the surface water drains into the
underground channel and eventually is discharged from the Blowing Cave.

Number two, the Sinks refers to the farmland at the lower eleva-
tion of the area. At one time, the farm land extended over 250 acres.

Number three, the Sinks refers to the area extending from rim to
rim of this sunken valley. This area covers about four square miles.

Itis my opinion the third meaning is the one generally accepted by
the inhabitants of this area from the Latham Narrows to the Coffey Nar-
rows. I also believe that before 1920, the Sinks were a location or place.
The name, ‘McAllister Sinks,” became a place when Mr. Albert Eugene
McAllister established his home on the Limrock-Pleasant Grove public road.
This road entered the Sinks from Pleasant Grove and exited on the south
side. The site of Mr. Gene’s home can be found to this day.

_ I'don’tknow whether anyone mentioned the Sunday afternoon rides
in the Tram Cars. | was one of the very young boys who enjoyed the wild
ride down the hill, I diq my share of pushing to return the cars to the mines.
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[ was born in 1907. In 1924 [ became the water boy for the
work crew rebuilding the standard gauge railroad from Limrock to the
Blowing Cave in Gentles Cove. The coal tipples were locatec_i attheend
of this spur line. I was later promoted from water boy to a railroad con-
struction worker while the repair work on the incline and the NATOW gauge
railroad was in progress. I helped repair the Fork Mountgm Railroad,
however, the Fork Mountain coal was of a very poor quality and these
mines closed down in the mid-1920s.

There was no steam locomotive operating on the nar.ro“;] gzll;[gle
branch line in the Sinks during this time. There wasa hcavyhe.nglrl:einat3 waﬁ
the coal from the tipple to Limrock until about 1925. This eng
sold for scrap iron. '

While helping keep the rail in repair, the s
the lower incline was converted to gasoline power. =
33 gallon drums of gasoline from Limrock by wag(:l.inc
gasoline were loaded in coal cars and drummed ”pg (:1 o
the mines used smaller gasoline powered drums to bring
the mines, _

William . Douglass operated (e o ted with Joe Hackworth

Ption to buy during the 1920’s. Douglass contrac ok. Mr. Douglass had
o ransport lumber from incline No. 1 to Limro 1Compzmy. to leasea
tied to get the Pierce Brothers, Pierce Developmen

team powered drumat
Joe Hackworth hauled
hese drums of
line. Someof
al cars outof

ce Mines under Lease-
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locomotive from the Southern Railroad to operate over the Gentles Covye
Line. He was never successful.

Fora short time, a flange wheel T-Model Ford seryed as motiye
power. Joe Hackworth modified a Fordson Tractor with flange wheels {,
furnish the motive power. I helped maintain the Gentles Coye line ang
saw this lumber train. The Southern Railroad would furnish flat cars,

A few mines at the north side of the Sinks were openat the ground
level with the railroad track. The Dinky engine could, with a long cable,
pull loaded cars from the mines. When opened by the Pierce miners
about 1914, the Dinky engine could pull loaded cars fi rom these mines,
Since the drum at the lower incline did not operate, the workers rebuilding
the narrow gauge railroad in the sinks and Fork Mountain track had to
walk up the mountain from the Blowing Cave. The mountain was very
steep.

For the trip down the mountain, some of the workers resorted to
a very dangerous practice known as the horseshoe bed roller ride. This
quick ride required two men. Each man had a stout plank about 6 to 8
inches wide and 15-18 inches in length. A small mule shoe was nailed to
the frontedge of this plank with the open end extending as far as possible
below the bottom side of this plank. On the bottom side of the plank near
the back end, a nail-on bed roller was fastened. The mule shoe and the
bed roller had to be securely fastened.

Atthe top of the incline, the two planks were set on the incline
rails. These rails were three feetapart. The mule shoe at the front would
straddle the rail and serve asa guide. The roller would contact the flat
surface of the rail. The two riders would sit on the top side of the plank
and link their inside arms together. Each rider would cross his feet and let
the “V” straddle the raj] and leg’s length in front of the plank. Each rider
must wear shoes. The ride down could be slow or fast. The shoes in front
were the braking system, This ride was not for the fainthearted. Some of
the more daring riders were hurt on this ride. Some riders attached a mule
shoe at both ends of the plank for additional safety. The two riders must

travel at the same speed. For the next ride down, the plank had to be
taken (toted) up the mountain to the top of the incline.
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Ruby Shelton Washbypn

e ¢

Left to Right: James Shelton, Ora Mae Ross, Erasmus
(Ras) Shelton, Fanny West Shelton, and Ruby Shelton .

My parents were Erasmus Cowart .Shelton.a.nd Fanny (Weift)
Shelton. Before their marriage, my father lived inthe annggrgommsgi g,
eastof Old Menlo. My mother, grew upin the PlcasantGrow:j on:::\oﬂhé
westof Old Menlo. Shortly after their marriage, they moveb loac;n N
duplex houses in the new town of Pierceton. Atthattime, hebec i
miner for the Pierce Coal and Lumber Company. l;vasb l;c;nmi ::his s
shown in the photograph. My brother, James, wasalso S

In 1924, William S. Douglass became the m

»rwhen heand
mines for the Vere Mining and Metal Company. I redn:lf:ll;; el
hiswife moved to Pierceton. His son, Clark, opemfck] M. Douglasswas
feopened the mines. Mrs. William Douglass wassICKlY-

away from Pierceton most of the time.
In the early 1920’s, the Pierce : ymber Company,
&radually closed the Fork Mountain Coal Mines, the L.

e yay from
; ir familiesmoveday
a'.]d the Belmont Mines. As the miners and their f2 > edal the books,

rece

'“reeton, the school closed. Pleasant Grgv;urchbuildinghoused thcl

dgsks, equipment, and students. Anabandone hC * Frank atten dedschoo

: lerf:eton School at Pleasant Grove. My bro;i:sén taught.
"thisbuilding at the time William Henry RO

Mining and Lumber Company
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Pierce Coal and Lumber Company emplove : '
maintaina fire watchat the Belmont Mines. Il)wc);t wit}e hi—l\; gnll?i); nﬁi;};ﬁ{ to Franie-Shekariie TAlkg
trips. Once my cousin, Phronie Shelton, fell through the slate pile, or taililon
and burned her feet. ’ e

At the time this photograph was made--1917--the demand f,
coal and lumber was great due to World War|. My father was promot 0(;
toaforeman and to a full-time employee. Asshown in the photograph \:
were able to afford nice things. My father was a trustee for the Piercc,toe
School. Idid not attend the Pierceton School because | was not 012
enough. I'am not listed on the 1918 School Census.

. The photographer was standing on or very near the narrow gayge

railroad tracks. The little locomotive passed within a few feet of our fro%n

porch. Allofthe coal produced by the Pierce-Belmont and Fork Mountain

Mmeg passed down this track to the lower incline. The lumber from four ' : L
saw - i

mills also passed. Qn the return trip, the empty coal cars and flat cars T '
were returned to the mines and the mills. Clarence and Phronie Manning

I was born on June 8, 1917. My father was James Rosco “Ross”
Shelton. My mother was Cora Tidwell Shelton. Our family lived in the
Letcher-Wininger Community on the Cumberland Mountains, north of Lar-
kinsville, Alabama. Since the consolidation of Wininger School with Lar-
kinsville School, the community is known as Letcher.

Ross was the foreman on the mining operation, while William
A.Douglass was agent for the Pierce Coal and Lumber Company 1919-
1924, and for the Vere Mining and Metal Company, 1924-1927. C.lark
Douglass, son of William S. Douglass, operated the commissary and lived
inone of the company houses near the commissary.

Ras Shelton, brother of Ross, was employed by Clark Douglass
{0 maintain a fire watch at the slate deposits. Sometimes a fire would start
in the coal and slate in the tailings near the mine entrances. [t was a!mc;st
impossible to extinguish these underground fires. Ifthe fire started in t.le
coal mines, the mine had to be abandoned. Mildred Gerbage, my cousn:i
had a narrow escape from nearly falling into one of these undergroun

fires.
ad from the Sinks to Fork Moun-

ver, the lever cars had
red small work car for

: The locomotive used on the railro
tain mines had ceased operating in 1920. Howe

i) : d-powe
R was a hand-p ‘
etk T ol ome of Ross Shcltor‘m
GentleCove incline

Maintaining the track. The railroad was near the hl
Gravity moved the coal from themines tothe

> 120 191




No. 1, because the locomotive for the narrow gauge line was b
repair. There were no facilities for making repairs. Sometimes
pulled the empty cars from the incline to the mines.

Iremember my father loading his family and others on the leyer
car for the six mile trip to the Fork Mountain Mines. There were many
culverts, bridges and trestles along the line. The trestle that was most
impressive was the one across Pole Creek Branch. The trestle was ap-
proximately 100 yards long and about 90 feet high over the creek. As
they crossed, they were above the top of the trees, and there were no side
rails. The ride was very scary for a six year old girl.

eyond Mildred Lena Gerbage Honey
a horge ’

TAWE

Frank and Mildred Honey

[ was born Mildred Lena Gerbage in 1912 near here (Wininger).
My father was Harrry Gerbage. My mother, Carrie, was the sister of
Erasmus Cowart Shelton. My two brothers were Parker and George.
Most of the people in this room are Sheltons by blood or marriage. Ruby
Washburn is my cousin. She will tell youmoreifgivenachance. Youwant
toknow about my train ride? This is the truth. _

When the Pierce Coal and Lumber Company t?mlt thg upper
incline, a house for the drum operator was also built. This was In 1.9 13.
Harry Gerbage and family moved to this house about 1923.. Thfz Plercs
Coaland Lumber Company closed down the Fork Mountain Mines an I
sawmills about 1922. The two or three locomotives used 0 PU“"h; i::
and lumber trains were parked in a shed next o the dnim Opera(or fir:\va);
Asatenyearold girl, I played in these trains and] traveledto marlly s
Places, | operated the throttle and brakes, and rang the bell catme for
blow the whistle, but I could ring the bell. My mother would ﬁlise-believe
tinging the bell so much., There were frequentstops onm =

trainride 23.1
: bout 1923.
I attended Pierceton School at Pleasant Grt;)i::(s): taught school
touldhave walked to Wininger School. Mr. HCPW-RZ me toride with him.
192 #Pierceton, He passed my houseeachday andinvie
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ﬁfw&,‘n : -
Albert and Belle McAllister RUdder‘Kennedy Years
End of a Coal Season

v Y 2 5 y
James and Gladys Helms

Rudder Mines

g, Claude Rudder, Sr., had very little interest in the field of coal
mining, even though he had served in the capacity of supervisor for the
Pierce Development Company. His first business of interest was in the
scrap iron industry. At the closing of the Pierce Mines, Rudder was kept
on by the Pierces to oversee a small-scale mining operation. While run-
s fhiS operation, Rudder used the time to disassemble and sell the re-
maining mining tools as scrap iron.

Although Rudder’s main interest was not in
try, he realized that this was a very profitable areaa ‘
that is the reason he opened two mines on the west side of the mountain.
T?e first mine was Number 9, which was located about s mile north of
Pierceton. He later opened another site, Number Ought, located at the
extreme north end of the McAllister Sinks.

Claude Rudder did not maintain a steady supply of et 284
result, he sometimes purchased coal from the Kennedy Mines 10 help
meet the orders that were submitted to his coal mining operation. In fz:lC‘t,
often times employees working under Rudder leftand wentto work inthe
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the coal mining indus-
t the time. No doubt,




Kennedy Mines. The threat of World War IT increased, and Clqy,
der realized that he could not meet the growing demands placed
coal mining operation. Itwasnot too long after the onset of the
he closed his mines.

de Rugd-
upon hig
war that

Kennedy Mines

During his term as manager of the Pierce Mines, William Dou-
glass hired a worker by the name of James Lemuel Kennedy as a miner.
Kennedy worked in the mines under the supervision of William Douglass
and Claude Rudder, Sr. Soon after the Pierce mines closed, James Kennedy
decided to use the experience gained to open his own minin g operation on
property that he owned on the western side of the mountain.

Kennedy encountered very few difficulties in opening his mining
operation. The Pierce Mines had recently closed, which left many work-
ers without jobs. Mining tools and equipment had been abandoned. Claude
Rudder, Sr. was now responsible for liquidating the remaining assets of
the Pierce Coal and Lumber Company. Since Rudder had little interest in
the mining paraphemalia, Kennedy was able to purchase most of the equip-
ment foruse with his mining operation.

James Kennedy now found himself in a comparable position with
his predecessors the Gordons and the Pierces, as his new mining opera-
tion evolved into a major supplier of coal for the area.

Inthe new areas that Kennedy opened, the coal seams were much
thicker, which provided much less stress and strain on the body. This
created a much more comfortable work area for the miners. Kennedy
and his workers were more than prepared to meet the coal needs for the
area in Jackson County between Scottsboro and Paint Rock.

The Kennedy Mines continued to operate until around 1943.
James Kennedy then leased the mines to a local miner by the name of
Elijah West who ran the operation at a much smaller scale than what

James Kennedy had been previously doing,

nderway and many of the local young met
he war necessitated the opening of industrial
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World War IT was y
were being drafied. Also, t

in surrounding areas which promised financial opportunities that
S ailable in Jackson County. As aresult, West was not able to
s 7 flrc level of production at the mines that had been seen under the
n:::;s;gion of James Kennedy and they soon closed.
s

Flatbed Transportation

The citizens of Jackson County were ready to supply what they
could to support the United States’ panicxpa‘tlon in World War II. Many
of the local youths were drafted into the service. Arearesources sgch as
coal, iron, and lime were being requested by manufacturers of tanks, jeeps,

ther tools of war.
ﬁreams/’\??}?eotilne, James Kennedy and Claude Rudfier, Sr., were Work-
ing steadily to meet the supply and demaqd forcoal in Jac:s?nr(;::nf:‘e)('i
Mining the coal in the seams was a very.dlfﬁc}ll[PTOCCSS[ ” 5 i
many challenges. Once the coal was mined, it had to be traf:n p s
bulk supply, which was not an easy process. The coal was simp
use if it could not be moved to local markets for easy access. ey

The railroad has always played an essential rolein the mn,s[?on of
tion of coal and other minerals. It stands to reason that the cO“Sg::r mine
arailroad would be a natural step for the Kennedy gns Rn”ew i
operations. However, at this time, the idea of constru?tm: SCd e
Wwas out of the question. The materials anq workets m:ln per i
huge undertaking were all preoccupied with the ar.'ther Kennedy or
construction of a railroad was a costly venture that m?sume.

Rudder were financially or resourcefully Rrep&}md - orting coal outof

At this time, the most feasible option for transp: d wagon. How-
the McAllister Sinks other than by train was by horszsi;zns required tWo
ever, this was a very slow process and on some 0¢¢

d stoves.
-oal furnaces an :
days trave] time, Many homes were heated by °eir machinery. The daily

In addition, manufacturers needed coal torun h The Kennedy and Rud-
need for coal was constantly growing stronger: ures to transport coatiio
der mining operations had to take other meas

Customers in a timely manner.
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As modern transportation and roadways developed, the Wagon
which had been a major source of transport in the past, was slowly grow.’
ing obsolete. The flat bed truck had emerged on the scene to replace the
wagon. Kennedy and Rudder invested in this modern machinery as their
major source for delivering coal to surrounding areas. In addition to jts
ability to carry larger loads than the wagons, the use of the flat bed truck
provided three specific advantages. First, the truck could reach the mines
ata faster pace than the horse and wagon. In addition, the flat bed truck
could reach communities that the railcar system could not, which pro-
vided for a larger market for the coal. The greatest advantage was that
the truck required much less money to operate than a rail system would.

Pleasant Grove was an isolated community located off of U.S.
Highway 72, also known as Old Lee Highway. The community wasa
small area that was comprised of about twelve houses and the Pierceton
School, which had relocated there about 1920. The major markets for
coal atthis time were the Larkinsville and Scottsboro communities. These
towns were connected to the Kennedy and Rudder mines by way of
Pleasant Grove, Letcher, and Wininger.

There were three access roads into Pleasant Grove. County Road
8 connected Pleasant Grove with the Woodville area and was an arduous
route that was not used frequently. County Road 17 was linked to Lar-
kinsville and provided the most feasible route to travel. The third and
quickest travel route was a road that had been developed by the Gordons
during their time at the Belmont Mines. This rough wagon road passed
through Gentles Cove and connected the town of Pierceton with Pleasant
Grove. These three steep and curvy roads served as the life lines for the
lr«'fnsponation of coal first by wagon and then by truck from the Kennedy
mines at Pleasant Grove and the Rudder Mines in the McAllister Sinks.

End of a Tradition

Theearliestaccount of mining of activity in the Sinks area is on the
Allgn Isbell Mountain of Cogl, Eugene C. Gordon could very well be de-
scribed as the father of the col mining families in the McAllister Sinks. Afer
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: norale of the South was focused on revival and restoration.
e Civl W e 02 ial spirit which Eugene shared with his brothers John
trepreneut jal spirit whic Eugene : ot
L) s d:e (rﬂt]hat sparked the coal fever in the Sinks. Their coal mining opera-
:g:,\ﬁgelmom Coal I(?o::ﬁ]rt;y lasted until around 1886 when Harrison G.
ok ceasledl%ﬂe’)mgf;%‘ l\]/gughn Pierce along with his brothers Franklin and
Mott con?inuc&vith the mission to l]ar},~es.t the mincral‘s th:itllz'l»}., tfengaﬂ:
the soil of the Cumberland Plateau. Their compz'mlcs, ll;: m:ed : (())ss
Company and the Pierce Dcve]opmen} Company, broug rt\[:/eil de “J/ar :
and esprit de corps into the .commur.ut‘y as the effects O,L'ls c(; e
swept across the nation. Their coal mining operation saw |
1929 after William Douglass quit managing the mines. ..z
The year of 1932 brought about the final revival of t Z ;:oa i
try in the Sinks as James Lemeul Kennedy and Claude [Zu edr,R uadcr
came the major suppliers of coal for the area. The Kennedy artl) et
mines closed around the onset of World War I1. Thf: gnd toa bl =
mond fever that had lasted for three generations of mining opcratlolr;sc e
soon realized as Elijah West closed the Kennedy mines ductoa
rkers. et =4
rcsourceﬁifxl? date of the beginning of coal miningin tgc v1:\1‘r/15121r§cf;::'
McAllister Sinks is not known. However from courtrecor SC,tl l:n ek
and personal interviews, we can estimate that the coal mmmkgS z ey
about seventy years in the McAllister Sinks area of Jac

2 bandoned. The town of Pierc-

By 1947, the mines were mostly a nd the mine portals

¢ton fell into decay, some of the houses were .move.d, alarge - sncreteslb
have fallen in on themselves. Almostall thatis leftisa L b
and vault where the commissary stood. There arv% f]:';z:hrec inclines. The
With many embedded bolts that indicate the sit€ 0" embered by very
huge wooden trestle across Pole Creek BranCh ISnLCw ot of County
few people. The narrow gauge railroad bcd_ - din the Sinks is trav-
Road 8. The road bed of the narrow gauge m']:)aho me place of Albert
cled by hunters on their all terrain vehicles. _T eRural Route 2 Was$ re-
Eugene McAllister is abandoned. wooqw”?l,lc pleasant Grove was
routed from the Sinks to Letcher and Larkinsvi=
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incorporated in 1992 as Pleasant Groves. T}

‘ . T'he Norfolk-

whistle as they pass through the town of Limrock. Onz (1;)

serves the rural community and the motorists on Highw

tion center, coffee club lounge, and truck stop Boé};/d’ a
: S

forgotten. The Aspel-Limrock Vi :
ol
cated near the store. unteer Fire Departme

Southem fraing
nvenience Sto;é
Y 35 das ]'nfOrma.
Switch hag been
nt building jg |,
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Education ot Pleasant Groves

Around 1933 the Skyline Farm Project had been implemented
under Franklin Roosevelt’s New Deal plan. The plan was designed to
oive the less fortunate residents in the area a chance to become
homeowners. There Were two such projects underway in Alabama. One
community was located in an area known as Gee’s Bend, which is located
i+ South Alabama. The other was located on property that was pur-
chased from the Pierce Development Company by the NEW DEAL
AGENCY. This newly developed community was named the Skyline
Community. Along with the building of new homes and business, the
NEW DEAL brought with it an emphasis on education that was respon-
sible for the Skyline Elementary and High Schools.

Pleasant Grove was a very isolated area located upon Cumber-
land Mountain, with Limrock, Woodville Route No. 2, and County Road
17 being the only accessible passages. There wasa limited amount of
travel through the area, which undoubtedly affected educational opportu-
nities for the young residents. The people of the Pleasant Grove commu-
nity wanted to provide for its young residents the same educational op-
portunities that were being brought into the surrounding areas. A revival
of the Pierceton School would be the answer to this quest. .

Bugene “Gene” McAllister and his wife, Belle, had been living1n
the area for several years. They had seen the Belmont Mines close in
1886. While raising three children, they witnessed the opening and the
closing of the Pierce Coal Company and the Pierce Development Cor-
pgny_ And now, they were in the midst of the Kennedy and Rudd}"
mining operations. The McAllisters had astrong sense of community
instilled in their hearts. ]

In 1933, Elizabeth Parks moved into the home of the McAllisters
and reopened the doors of Pierceton School. Miss Parks .taught for seven
sistently open for

months, This was the first time the school had been €7

that len : . g - . Miss Parks's arrival, the
gth of time with no interruptions. Priorto P thadbeen

?ChOOI term for the Pierceton School had been very © doubt this Was
me0831ble to find a teacher willing to stay in e 0dmrlea and the
tCause the Pierceton School was located in an isolatedt
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school building was very much in need of repair

Miss Parks’s arrival in Pleasant Grove brought about g much
needed change in the educational system of the area. She wasa COura.
geousand innovative seventeen year old who had a love for childrep, She
very well understood the value and importance of an education, The
Jackson County Board of Education was very pleased with Miss Parks’s
performance as a teacher. The board members were excited and amazed
when she consented to continue teachin g at Pierceton Schoo] for two
additional seven-month terms 1934-] 936.

In the Fall of 1936, Miss Parks was promoted to a new teaching
position at Tupelo School in Maynard’s Cove. She had become an
active member of the Pleasant Grove Community, and she regarded the
McAllisters as family. Even though she was pleased with this promotion,
it was with a great sense of sadness and regret that she left Pleasant Grove.,

About five years after Miss Parks’s departure, Pierceton School
Was merged with the nearby Wininger School. These two schools, along
with other one-room schools in the area, were Jater consolidated with the
Larkinsville School.

Scotisboro expanded its city limits to include the city of Larkins-
ville. All of the students in the Larkinsville school zone were transported
to schools in Scottshoro, [mposed federal regulations prevented the Cum-
berland Mountain students from being bussed to Scottsboro. Most of
these students were then enrolled at Skyline School. Some students living
southwest of Pleasant Grove were transported to Woodville Hi gh School.
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Claude Rudder, Jr.
Edith West McAllister .
Eula Mae West McAllsiter

David Kennedy
Ernest West
Elizabeth Parks Page
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Pierceton School Class Photograph

Artifacts

| ’s Certi Elizabeth Parks
Teacher’s C(.ruﬁcatc'oi Eliza
Pierceton School’s First Christmas Program




Claude Rudder Jr.

Claude Hilbert Rudder Sr., and Rose Henson Rudder

Prior to 1932, my father, Claude Rudder, Sr., served in World
War I and worked as a coal miner around Stevenson, Alabama. About
1932, arepresentative of the Pierce Development Company approached
him with the idea for him to operate the Pierce Mines. Under the manage-
ment of the former lessee, William Douglass, the mines had not been prop-
erly worked. Safety guidelines had not been observed. The mining equip-
ment and the transportation system were not usable. Most of the mines
were unsafe to enter. The coal pillars had been removed.
We moved to Pierceton in June of 1934. There were ei ght or nine
ofthe Plercc-bgilt houses at Pierceton at the time. My father’s primary
;::;seon forl de_almg with the Pierce Development Company was salvage.
miner rZ?ecr):lr:]g tge mines, he signed a lease contract. Some of'the local
Sy dil:; ta;] earl}l as 1932 or 1933. Charley Foote was hired as
ol T ; wei ?cl;rllg:lg ozeranon. Charlie hired two good miners
st i and Carl McAllister. (This was confirmed
o Opr;/lo); f;::lc;r d1c}i{ not do much. mining at Fork Mountain. The coal
Srdd thet)(v)'. : e v«./orke.d mine No.9 about % mile north of Pierc-
ot et Cn ymine wnl.1 l}cadroom enough for small mules to be
iy carts. The mining carts of coal were dumped into a
fthe tipple was full a truck could be loaded by opening the
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trap dOOT. We peddled the coal through the area at $4.00 2 ton. The coal
pusiness grew. My father opened another portal No, Ought at the ex-
treme northern end of the McAllister Sinks. Some of our miners began
working for Jimmy Kennedy. When we had a demand for coal beyond
our output, my father bought coal from the Kennedy Mines,

The salvage operation continued under the supervision of: my fa-
ther. Where he could, he used the existing equipment to assist the salvage
operation. Since the roads on Cumberland Mountain were very poor, he
tried to utilize the bridges, trestles, and railroads in the movement of the
scrap Items.

Beginning at the Fork Mountain Mines and ending at the South-
ern Railroad siding at Limrock, my father used explosives to reduce the
metal to pieces that could be loaded on a truck. There were three boilers
and a steam engine at Fork Mountain. There were four sawmill boilers
and four steam engines at present day Skyline. There were eight miles of
rails on the Fork Mountain narrow gauge. Since theses rails were light
weight, they could be moved easily by truck. At the middle incline there
were three locomotives and one steam operated drum. Some of the Fork
Mountain rails slid down this incline track. A few pieces of these three
locomotives can be found at the explosionsite. (These three locomotives
played an important part in the childhood of Mildred Gerbage HOHF)"{, In
the Sinks, the ‘dinky’ engine No. 4,and boiler and steam engineat m; :EZ
No. 1 were reduced to scrap. Most of this scrap Was trucked throug

Sinks to Limrock. ‘
Fred Wallingsford, Sr. assisted in th‘
worked with his mules, dragging the heavier !
dard gauge railroad to Limrock.
My father closed the mines at the approach
was too old for combat but his knowledge of explosives :
convinced the wartime Seabee’s of his usefulness towar

is salvage operation. He
Is from Gentles Cove stan-

h of World War 1. _l~Ic
and construction
the war effort.




Edith West McAllister

, |
4 - _Aﬂ ) A ‘..

Edith West McAllister with husbzand Carl.

My f: [ W?s born at Pleasant Groves, Alabama on October 10, 1910.
& ]y ather was Thomas Newton “Dick” West, and my mother was M ary
wazftl)frﬁl;:]dl(g)cgd). Carl McAllist.er and I married in 1927. My father
Douglass and i 15 H]e Waf a coal miner who was employed by William
Eul DW'\ '{’ e 1930’s w.orkcd for Claude Rudder. My sisters were
a e;st (Mrs. Glen McAlllstcr) and Fanny West (Mrs. Ras Shelton).
Shelton i‘:}‘i';ﬁ(;myi)glstel-, Fanny West Shelton and her husband, Ras
/ at Pierceton. Ras Shelton lived in a company house.

There 5 i
: bwas alscllqol house at Pierceton. I lived at Pleasant Grove, which
asabout 1% miles west of Pierceton

The
Ire¢ was no school at Pleasant Grove, so I went to Pierceton.

Sin : I
famc.f thlc tf:acl1er for the Pierceton School boarded with the Ras Shelton
11y, I was allowed to attend the Pierceton school
['can clearly recall the ¢ :
Mountain and the build
times, the stud

. .Oa] and lumber train that ran from Fork
ents h ngs at Pierceton frontend on the railroad. Often
nts had to stop making their recitations because of the
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poisy train. jfhc coal cars were from the Fork Mountain Mines. The
jumber was from the sa\\'m\llls located at present day Skyline.

After the closing of the minps in the Sinks and on Fork Mountain,
and the shutting down of the sa\‘vmllls, the Pierce Coal and Lumber Com-
pany abandoned the town of Pierceton. The company store, post office,
and school were discontinued. The books, desks, and other equipment
were moved to an abandoned church house at Pleasant Grove,

When I married Carl, he was working in the Pierce Mines. The
mines had come under the control of the Vere Mineral and Metal Com-
pany of Chicago, Illinois. William S. Douglass was the agent for the
Chicago Firm.

Carl worked in the Sinks mines for Douglass and later in the early
1930’s for Claude Rudder. Carl and his brother, Glen, received 50 cents
a carload of coal. They could make about one dollar per day.

When the coal seam narrowed to 18" it was necessary to shoot
the bottom. Underneath the coal seams there was usuallya 12" to 15"
seam of slate rock. This slate rock had to he drilled, shot, and removed
from the mine in order for the miner to have room to work the narrow coal
scam. The miner received no pay for slate removal.




Eula West McAllister

I was born on April 4, 1914. My father was Thomas Newton
West, and my mother was Mary Ellen Gould (Gold). 1 had three broth-
ers, Jasper West born August 17, 1905; Samuel West, born May 18,
1908; and Kimsy West, born August 9, 1898; two sisters, Edith West
McAllister, born October 1 0,1910and Fanny Shelton, born 1895.

I'married Glenn McAllister on October 1, 1933. Glenn was born
August27, 1911,

Glenn had worked in the Pierce Mines [Claude Rudder Man-
ager] prior to our marriage. Shortly after our marriage we moved into one

of the company’s duplexes. The Pierce Coal and Lumber Company built
the houses new in 1912 and 1913,

The miner’s houses we
railroad and a foot path were
east. The front porch was hi
near the ground.

Clarence and Donna Mae Harvey Tidwell occupied company
house number one, the house nearest the commissary. Clarence worked
in the mine with Glenn, Charley Foote occupied the next house to fhe
north. He was the straw boss for Claude Rudder. He hired Glenn to mine

re built on a slope west of the railroad. The
the front yard. All the housing faced the
ghabove the ground. The back side was very
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{for$1.00aday. The ncx? building was the school h
coa | was there in 1917. Edith and Glenn lived in 4 g
sc‘:::z west of the railroad. They lived in the right sid
[[:ardin lived in the left gpa@ent.

The following individuals worked for Claude Rudder with Glenn
McAllister. Clarence TiQ\vell, Carl McAllister, Roy Hardin, Hez M.CA"
ister, and Cooge McAllister. After the men folks had [eft fgr the mines,
s ; es would do the necessary house work and prepare dinner. Beans
i fat back and corn bread were the basic foods. About eleven
2 ;;eai. each work day we would pack this food in a bucket or basket
) ((:j ?vcilh the children walk the railroad track to the mines. The men would
:gme out of the mines and eat dinner with their family. Aftera short rest
and visit, the men would return to the mines and t!\e women would mbz:)ke
the one-half mile return trip to their homcsr. Charlie Foote wz:s straw T::
for Claude Rudder, but he mined coal like the other employees.

i ade about one dollar a day. 1 ]
miners r’?’he duplex houses were very nice. There were _vvu}((iiox"x‘/; ;I;:\;’ZZ
room. The outside walls were weather boarded.' The msll ee i
made of dressed lumber. The buildings were builtonas oa;; t.h s s
porch was three feet off the ground. The back door itc:r\(‘; el
There was no backyard. The railroad was the fror(1: 1Zude'RuddCf s
any locomotive on the railroad while I lived there. e
ported the coal from the sinks by wagon and 1at§r lge Pierceton School

In 1933, Elizabeth Parks taught SChOOI-m Rudder were among
located at Pleasant Groves. Raymond and Loun.se lived upstairs in
o dder family who li
her students. She visited the Claude Ru i
the commissary building. Mrs. Rudder was alovel

Ouse. Atleast the
plex about 10 feet
€. Roy and Polly
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David Kennedy

My father, James “Jimmy” Lemuel Kennedy and his family moved
from Georgia to Pleasant Grove in 1924. [ was six years old at the time.
Jimmy Kennedy worked in the Pierce Mines under the supervision of
William Douglass and Claude Rudder. These, with their portals in the
Sinks, were no longer profitable. When my father lost his job with Claude
Rudder, he decided to work the coal seam from the western side, which
he owned.

There were several experienced coal miners living in Pleasant
Grove. The following individuals worked at one time or another for my
father: Dib Cain, Andrew Bates, Charley Foote, Jack West, Lonzo
McAllister, Carl McAllister, and Glen McAllister.

The Mines were equipped with secondhand tram rails, coal carts,
etc., that had been salvaged from the Pierce Mines. The working condi-
tions were much improved over those found in the Pierce Mines. The
seam was upwards of 60 inches in height. The miners could work ina
more comfortable position. The tram carts did not have to be unloaded
by hand. The coal was dumped into an incline cart that would be hoisted
to the screening bins at the top of the incline.

My father peddled the coal by truck to the householders on Cum-
berland Mountain, in Larkinsville and Scottsboro at $5.00 a ton. In 1943,
the mines were leased to Elijah West, who was the uncle of Jack West.
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Ernest West

Ernest and Ruth West
[was born in 1924. My grandfather was Thomas Newton West.
He lived all of his life on his farm. The school, Pierceton, had been
moved from the Sinks before I was born. You ask about the Kennedy
Coal Mines. I watched the operation for hours ata time as a young boy.
[ visited Pierceton in 1934 about the time Claude Rudder was
the lessee of the mines. I went to visit my aunts Eulaand Edith. Glenn
McAllister and his wife . Eula, lived in one of the houses at Pierceton.
Glenn and his brother Carl worked in the mines for the Rudder Coal
Company. _
Before I was allowed to see the coal mines, s
stay away from the engine and coal cars parked on  spur tmc_k' S,
of the cars were loaded and the others were empty. All of this 10 ;(ng
stock was scotched. A stout timber had been inserted in the wlmc:as\;')if:yes
to prevent the cars from being pulled back down 1l1c’tra§k 3]); %{ cnnec.iy
Asa teenager, | worked for my uncle Elljah Westin o e
Mines. The first thing a miner did before entering the mine wwoul ibein
his carbide lamp. Without the small head lamps, the ml;m:v was exam-
otal darkness. Upon entering the mines, each coal pilio ¢t timber was
ined. [fthere was evidence of crumbling, @ wooden SUpp:,Jorst fear of @
Wedged between the floor and the rock ceiling The n‘was ushed 0
Mineris a rock fall. Ifa track has been insla'llcd» the Claram racks Were
the end of the track. As the seam Was mined, the
®Xtended. If an area doesn’t have a tram trac

k,a wheel parrow Was
used to transport the coal to the portal. 3

[ was warned to




Many times the last task for the day was to shoot the bac
der charge. Two-man drills were used to open a hole in the face 0f the
seam. Using a steel copperhead rod about six feet long, a cylinder of
newspaper (sometimes a Sears Roebuck and Co. catalog) containing black
powder was inserted into the drilled hole. A fuse was attached to the
cylinder. The miners would light the fuse. The smoke and dust would
settle during the night. With short handled scoops, the loose coal was
loaded and moved to the portal. While the coal was bein g taken to the
portal by some of the miners, the others were preparing to repeat the
Process.

The Kennedy Mines had a tram inside. At the portal, the carts
were dumped into the larger car, which operated over the incline. The
track from the mine was several feet higher than the incline track. The
coal from the mine was dumped in a small tipple or storage chute. The
axles of the mining carts were very close together. The load of coal was
balanced on these four wheels. Upward pressure from each end would
cause the cart to spill its contents. The front of the each cart had an easy
liftend gate.

About four feet from the end of the two tram rails, the rails and
support timbers were modified to install a dumping mechanism. A rod
was installed in such a way that the wei ght of the loaded car would cause
the track and frame to tilt forward. A curved upward hook at the end of
the iron rail would catch on the wheels of the cart to prevent it from rolling
off of the tracks.

When the incline cart was filled, a large roller at the top of the
incline would slowly turn. The cable affixed to the roller would be turned
by mule power. As the mule walked in a circle, the cable wound around
the drum. The loaded cart would then be drawn up the incline, and the
coal was unloaded and screened by size,

K pow-

212

Elizabeth Parks Page

In 1933, I moved into the home of Eugene a!nd Belle McAllister ;n
the community of Pleasant Grove. Inaddition to this being mybﬁr$: :ijn 3
ing position, | was seventeen years old and very nerVOUZE olre e ai
away from my family. Thanks to the kindness of Genean d'zstr;ent =
in this depressed coal mining community that] made the ad
Livi me. :

& a“'ll?lzleir\il):]/\hlﬁsters had three children that had'moved out 11011‘;(1):32

of their own. Isensed that Belle regarded my time1n her:hoeﬂ;; 4 afilling
to fill her empty nest. In the mornings when [ arose, S
breakfast on the table. She prepared sack lunches fofcrlr:ing school. She
dinner was ready on the table when I returned ff?"l‘ tee;] e
Was very much like a mother to me while living in lelrfs wife’s kindness.

Gene McAllister was not to be outdone by tiler was bad at the
He made me feel very safe and secure. .If the ‘;vcachool ~ iihan extra
close of the school day, he would be waiting ey he always saw t0 it
Wrap and an umbrella to shield the rain. In add'non,;w comfortable. He
that there was a fire burning in my bedroom {0 keep
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had also arranged for Fletcher Cain to light the potbellied stove i, the
school building during the winter months so that the classroom woy]g be
comfortable when we arrived.

On days that [ wanted to return home fo visit with my family,
Gene would arrange for a horse and buggy transport to carry me over to
Letcher to the taxi road. The road from Pleasant Grove to Letcher was
near impassable for modern wheeled vehicles. Upon my return, he would
arrange for some one to transport me back to Pleasant Grove.

When [ first arrived in Pleasant Grove, I realized that the kids had
been ata serious disadvantage in comparison to their peers in surrounding
communities. All ofthe children in the community had attended this one-
room school. Because there had been no consistent school sessions in
the area, many of the children were over aged for their grade. For in-
stance, | had one student who was nine years old and in the first grade.
Another student was fourteen years old and in the second grade.

The Jackson County Board of Education had not made any pro-
visions for one-room schools to teach beyond a sixth grade level. One
student, David Kennedy, was thirteen years old and ready for the seventh
grade. He was supposed to attend Larkinsville or Limrock schools, but
did not want to make the five mile hike to and from the school each day.
David approached me with a proposition that I found impossible to refuse.
Inreturn for me teaching him at the seventh grade level, he would actas
director of recess and lunch time activity for the male students. This worked
out well because he was much larger than the other boys and could help
referee their games while | played with the girls. It was probably duet0
his presence that I never had any problems with the male students.

One of my fondest memories was the 1934 Christmas Program
tb"f we had. Tbegan planning the program far in advance to assure par
ticipation. This was the first such program that had ever been produced
b'y the school. T watched with a great sense of pleasure as the kids memo-
rized and practiced their lines. This was the first time that many of the kids
had ever stood before a group to deliver a speech or read a text. They
were very nervous. The program was a huge success.

The general consensus of the Jackson County Board of Educa-

tion was to send the new teachers out into the very rural communities 0
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get their feet wet. A fter this “training period,

erio the teachers were offered
ositions at more developed and larger institutions,

In the Fall of 1936, I received notification that I was to be trans-
ferred to the Tupelo School in Maynard’s Cove. When I receiyed this
qotification, my feelings were cx?rcrpely divided. To be offered sucha
position was an honor, and was in line with my goals. However, over
time, I had grown very much attached to the people in the community and
felta deep sense of regret and sadness about leaving the area.

| was sad to leave because I had watched these educationally
deprived children grow tremendously in the previous three years. They
had developed a strong desire to learn.  They wanted reading materials,
and  was determined to fulfill their requests. There was no local newspa-
per, and most of the kids could not afford to purchase the tcxtbooks: On
my trips home, I would bring back with me old textbooks, magazines,
newspapers, and catalogs to put in the school library. My.brothers often
teased me that before they had a chance to read the magazines and‘news-
papers, I had taken them back to Pleasant Grove withme. [twas dnfﬁcult
to leave behind students who wanted to leam as much as the kids at
Pierceton. _

etothn [ left Pleasant Grove, the school was cqnsolidatcd with the

nearby Wininger School. These schools, along with other one-room
schools, later merged into the Skyline Community School;i o

During the 1940’s, the high school students frori ; Sezhool o
and from Tupelo were transported to Jackson County Hig sl
my husband, Lewis Wendell Page, Sr., served as teacher a: i
pal. During this time, he taught several of the students tha
classroom at Pierceton School and Tupelo.

Over the years, Wendell and ['have
Community on several occasions. Thearea s
my heart.

visited the Pleasant Grovef
fill yery mucha dearparto
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: . : tification issued to Elizabeth Parke i
Pierceton School Class Pic opy of Teacher's Ger = , arks in 1935, A
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Copy of first Christmas program ever held by the kids of Pierceton

by Mrs. Elizabeth Parks Page.
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Definitions

Alabama Black Band Coal, Iron and Railroad Com
Jackson County Coal, Iron and Railroad Company. T
Pierce pevelopment Company about 1908,

Pany. Successors 1o the
he assets were sold to tha

¢ Alabama Herald. A weekly newspaper published by Al '
gc’ottsboro, Alabama from 1869 to about 1890. by Rlexander Amsirongin
Alabama Lime and Stone Company. Successor to the Paint Rock Lime Com-
pany. This lime rock plant was located on the Southern Railroad about one-
half mile south of Paint Rock, Alabama. The officers and owners were also the
owners of the Hunter Coal Company. H. Hunter Smith was supervisor of this
lime plant until the mid 1920's.

Beech Railroad. A standard gauge railroad built by Walter S. Gordon to con-
nect his sawmill to Boyd's Switch.

Belmont Coal and Railroad Company. A corporation owned by the three
Gordon Brothers: John B., Eugene C., and Walter S.

Belmont Coal Mines. Several portals to the coal seam in the McAllister Sinks.

Belmont Railroad. Operated as a part of the Belmont Coal and Railroad
Company. This system consisted of three segments of standard gauge, the
narrow gauge of Boyd's Switch and the incline.

Black diamonds. Newspaper jargon for coal seams

Boyd's Switch. A small community which developed around t(?eC ;?:;;?gﬁ
and associated switchers on the main line of the Memphis an

Railroad. In 1882, the name was changed to Limrock

. ing the
Brown, Jesse E. Lawyer, business, and civic leader in Scottsboro during

latter part of the 1800's.

the eastern
Cahaba Coald Fields. Coal fields located in Shelby County and

part of Jefferson County.

w1a daughter of
Gordon, Carrie A narrow gauge locomotive named for the littie
John B. Gordon.

Ellis at Bryant, Alabama

Castle Ro by Washington
in 1887 ck Coal Company. Opened by
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Chicago Crowd. The stockholders of the Vera Mining and Meta
William Douglass was the general manager of this crowd for thejr
in Jackson County in the mid 1920’s.

Coosa Coal Fields. Fields located in Etowah, St. Clair, Calhoun, Talladega
and Clay Counties.

Blowing Cave Cottages. Three houses used as summer residences for the Gor-
don Brother families. These cottages were located near the Blowing Cave.

Cumberland Plateau. That part of the Appalachian Plateay that

extends south-
ward into Tennessee and Alabama.

Cunningham Mines. Coal mines operated in 1861 near Bryant, Alabama by
J. D.. Cunningham.

Dick, the Digger. the pen name of the Langston reporter for The Scottsboro
Citizen during the time of the very infectious epidemic of gold fever in 1887..

Douglass, William. Real estate agent in Russellville, Alabama. Agent for

Pierce Development Company. Stockholder in Vera Mining and Metal Com-
pany. Involved in litigation in Circuit Court.

Drum. A large cylinder powered by a steam or gasoline engine. The long

cables around the drum, used for raising and lowering cars over inclining
planes, are wound on the drum,

Eureka Mines. Coal deposits in the Crow Creek Valley near Stevenson, Alabama.
Also at Oxmoor in Jefferson County, Alabama.

Fork Mountain Mines, Openings on Fork Mountain to the coal seam in the
Cumberland Plateay.
George R. C. a tent revival evan
October of 1895, amazi
religious conversions.

gelist, who in a period of ten days in early
ngly cured the gold fever with a wonderful revival of

Gordon Coal Mine. Operated in northeast Alabama and northwest Georgia by
the Gordon Family prior to 1861 .

Gossetts Gap. On Sang Mountain near Langston.

Gunter Mountain. A southern extension of the Cumberland Plateau in Jack-
son and Marshal| Counties in Alabama.
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gunter Mou
Operationg

ntain Coal, Iron and Railroad Company,

A proposed industi
tablishes in 1886 on Gunter Mountain, trial com-

plex 10 be €S

|da (also known as Huldy). The standard gauge locomotive owned and
Hu ated by the Pierce Coal and Lumber Company from 1912 t0 1918, sqiq
?;e;crap iron during the Rudder Years.

o Coal Company. Founded by H. Hgnter Smith and HW Smith in 1908

elop the coal seam at Bullock Point on Keel Mountain south of Paint
inide The mines were sold to the Cumberland Properties Corporation of Ar-
Roors:.m 1912 or 1913. H. Hunter Smith was the superintendent of the mines
i

and lime plant.

Jackson County. Established in 1819 as a county in the Alabama Teritory.
Named for Andrew Jackson

Jackson County Coal, Iron and Railroad Company. A Memphis-based corpo-
ration organized for the purpose of developing the mineral resources of th(?i
Crow Mountain and Mud Creek area. Jesse E. Brown was secretary an

director of the company.

BT "
The Jackson County Real Estate and Immlgratloq Ag;gcay. ; el: szhsnél::;l rt:
commerce type organization founded in Scottsboro In 1883. .

attorney was the driving force.

Paint Rock
Keel Mountain. A spur of the Cumberland Plateau west of the

River Valley.

. ilroad between
Kentucky, Tennessee and Alabama Railroad. A proposed 2

Cincinnati, Ohio, and Birmingham, Alabama.

: ' Switch.
Larkinsville. A town on the M&C Railroad east of Boyd's

's Switch.
Limrock also spelled (Lim Rock). Formerly Boyd's

erated by the B
er of Eugene C.

imately
of approxima
McAllister who

elmont Coal &
Little Mable. A standard gauge locomotive 0P Gorden

Railroad Company. Named for the little daught

. |rfaC€ area
McAllister Sinks, A very large sinkhole wﬂfft\ ?/lehbert Eugene
four square miles. The area was nan}edra zarly :
"as the major landholder of the area in the ] B
) i Centu orth
Manifest Destiny. The belief held chiefly in the 19 he whole of N

estiny of the United States to expand its termtory
Merica,
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Marine National Bank. New York based finanical institution which granted 5
loan of $100,000.00 to the Gordon Brothers.

Memphis and Charleston Railroad. A major railroad built in the mig
as part of a rail link between Memphis, Tennessee and Charleston,
Carolina. The Norfolk-Southern Railroad is the present name.

1850
South

Menlo. The mining town established in 1881 by Harrison G. Otis. The

located in the McAllister Sinks, rapidly declined after the mines were clo
1885.

town,
sed in

Mineral Leases. Permits granted by landowners to a second party for mineral

exploration and/or processing. If more than two parties were involved, the
permit would be a third-party lease.

N & C RR. Abbreviation for the Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad. Later

the Nashville Chattancoga and St. Louis. (NC&STL) RR. Later the Louisville
and Nashville RR (L&N)

Narrow Gauge Railroad. Railroad whose tracks contain only three feet of
space between the rails.

Nickajack Valley. Renamed Cole Valley after 1875. Located in the extreme
northwest corner of Georgia.

North Alabama Coal Company. A coal company owned by the Pierce Broth-

ers of Buffalo, New York. The headquarters were in Bridgeport and the mining
operations were at Bryant, Alabama.

North Alabama Mining,

Manufacturing Quarrying and Lumber Company. A
Proposed industrial com

plex to be built at Stevenson, Alabama in 1859.

Obediah Hurt Lime Plant. Opened at Boyd's Switch about 1870 by Frederick

Obediah Hurt. Limestone was converted to agricultural lime by burning. The plant

Was eventually sold to Cunningham and Staples. The plant ceased operation in
the 1920's.

Pierce Development Co
Company. The head
bama respectively.

mpany. Parent company of the Pierce Coal and Lumber
quarters were in Buffalo, New York and Pierceton, Ala-

Pierce Railroad. Buil

tin 1912 and 1913 by the Pierce Coal and- Lumber
Company.
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| Field. Coal fields located in Jackson Coun

plateau €03 Y and Dekalb County,
Creek trestle. A one thousand foot wooden railroad bridge across Pole

Polek 3 part of the narrow gauge mountain line.

Creex,

Popejoy Milton. Coal miner and distributor. Mayor of Paint Rock, Alabama.

portal. The entrance to an underground mine.

Railroad Incline. One or two narrow gauge track. Movement is up and down
in rugged terrain.

e lines. From a base, lines six miles apart. When used with the town-
R:i?)glines these lines form the basis for land identification in much of the
sh ]

United States.

ini ini formed by investors from
Creek Mining Company A mining company
gzgtttiboro. The company was organized during the gold rush of the Langston

Fields.

Scantling. Short stick used as a breaking mechanism for tram cars used by
the miners.

7 i . The
The Scottsboro Citizen. A weekly newspaper DUl')I'lShedm ':;;0&5?‘;;7 with
editor and publisher was James Armstrong. The szigive o
other locally published papers to become The Progre
: r quality
Shanty. A temporary shelter or house constructed quickly of poo
material,

blast open  tight
Shoot the bottom. The process of using black powder fo &

spot or “squeeze” in the mountain. o
round openings:
Sinks. A sinkhole, A natural basin drained through undet®

This
3 feet square).
Slip Scrape. A flat-bottom metal bucket (usually about

$ e dirt.
Mule-powered bucket was used to move loos

|ess
compress 2 coal seam 10

Squeeze, Underground stone formations that

than 18 inches in depth. et 8112 iriches
tain

Standard Guage Railroad. Railfroad whose tracks con

of space between the rails. ysually

2 jlroad.
n incliné 27 o4, Mostly
Tibple. A Jarge storage bin at the loWer endh‘:)f ae - car or truck bed
With trapdoor for unloading the contents intoa

carortf
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associated with the coal industry.
Township. A division of land consisting of 36 square miles or Sections,

Tram. Designed to allow a loaded car from the mines to be yn|

Oaded directy
into a tipple.

Vera Mining and Metal Company. Leaseholders to the

Pierce Develo,amem
Company holdings in Jackson County 1924-1928.

Warrior Coal Fields. Coal deposits found in the Warrior River Basin. The
fileds are located in West Jefferson County, Walker county, and Tuscaloosa
County.

Westward Movement. The mi
the thirteen colonies (states) to
the national government.

gration of people during the 19" century from
ward the west as new territory was acquired by

Woodville. A small town in the M&C Railroad west of Boyd's Switch

TN

End Notes

Gordon Years

Deed Book 9, 67 (Chancery Court, Jackson County, AL, May
77). _
- 2imgnt for Coal Purchase, Memphis and Charleston RR. and
A%]rsuB. Gordon, Eugene C. Gordon, and Walter S. Gordon, Deed
Jo k9, 578-79 (Probate Court, Jackson County, AL, Apr. 18, 1879),
Bo?lar;uion for Incorporation, Belmont Coal and R.R. Co., Will
chk 7. 570 (Probate Court, Jackson County, AL, Apr. 5, 1879),
BOIO of Mineral Lease, Belmont Coal Property and Gordon
gicfthcrs Deed Book 9, 177 (Probate Court, Jackson County, AL,
.13, 1880).
Il\)IZ::/d Book 9. 178 (Probate Court, Jackson County, AL, Jul. 28,
881). , 1
:?,still) Brothers v. Belmont Coal and l;;;road Company, R
(Circuit Court, Jackson, AL, Feb. 20, 1 )"tal Stock. Belmont
See Report of Subscription to Increase Capi = ur’t Sl
Coal and R.R. Co., Will Book H, 463-65 (Probate Court,
County, AL, Mar. 23 1881). ' Deed Book
stgg of Stockholders, Belmont Coal and;I\{I;Ri?Sg. ’10,81881)-
9,495 (Probate Court of Jackson County, A B b ey
’ 4G Court, Jackson County, A far. 2,
Deed Book 10,499 (Probate tson County, AL, Mar.
Deed Book 10, 498 (Probate Court, Jac
1881). County,
Deed Book 10, 525 (Probate Court, Jackson
1881).

AL, Mar. 2,

Otis Years

oody D/~ of
See Marcellus W. Patillo and John J. Mat R. 1 (Cireutt Court ¢
Patillo v. Belmont R.R. Co., N0 353?;71,) Contract 2
Jackson County, AL, Nov. 12, !
Complaint. 4RR Co, No 352 ' 0ot 2
Asher v Berry and Belmont Coal anf Jackson County, £+
Circuit Court, 64 (Circuit Court 0
1981)
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See Newburgh, Stern, Laver and Company v, Belmont
R.R. Co.,No.230-3499, at R.1 (Circuit Court of Jacksq
AL, May 6, 1881).

See Morgueze ET AL. v. Belmont Coal and R.R. Co., No, 3
I (Circuit Court of Jackson County, AL, May 7, 1881).
See Settle and Kinnard v. Belmont Coal and R.R. Co,. No. 3506
at R.1 (Circuit Court of Jackson County, AL, May 10, 1881).
See Neely v. Belmont Coal and R.R. Co., No. 3545, at R}
(Circuit Court of Jackson County, AL Nov. 14, 1881 ) (abstract of
full complaint).

Patillo and Moody v. Belmont R.R. Co., No 3547. R.] (Circuit
Court of Jackson County, AL, Nov. 12, 1881).

See Southern States Coal, Iron, and Land Co. v. Patillo and
Moody and Belmont Coal and R.R. Co., No. 3549 at R. | (Circuit
Court of Jackson County, AL, Nov. 19, 1881 ).

See Smith v. Belmont Coal and R.R. Co.. No. 3584, at R.]
(Circuit Court of Jackson County, AL, Feb. 6, 1882). The jury
decided in favor of the plaintiff and awarded damage at $122.66.
See Smith v. Belmont Coal R.R. Co., No. 3584, at R. 1 (Circuit
Court of Jackson County, AL , Feb. 19, 1883).

See Powell v. Belmont Coal and R.R. Co., No. 3777 (Circuit
Court of Jackson County, AL, Aug. 17,1883).

See Smith v. Belmont Coal and R.R. Co., No. 3972, at R. |
(Circuit Court of Jackson County, AL, Nov. 28, 1883).

Sef? Smith et al v. Belmont Coal and R.R. Co., No. 3837, at R.1
(Circuit Court of Jackson County, AL, 10 May, 1884).

Belmont Coal and R.R. Co., 3837, at R.1.

See Newman v. Belmont Coal and R.R. Co. ET AL., No. 457, Book
L, 1-14 (Chancery Court of Jackson County, AL, Mar. 16, 1885).
See Gordon ET AL. v. Smith gt AL., No. 3972 (Circuit Court of
Jackson County, AL, May 4, 1885).

gelmont Coal and RR. Co. er 41., 457, Book L at 49-50.
Bz;:z:: gzgi Z:Z g.g. go. ET AL., 457 Book L at 53.] 5
S K. Co. ET AL, 457, Book L at 1-15. 5

al. v. Belmont Coal and R.R. Co., 3778, Min

123; 0:(812,5)185-187 (Chancery Court of Jackson County, AL, M2¥

Coal apq
" County,

501, R,
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32

36

37

39

41

43
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Harrison G. Otis, Postcard, Sept. 16, 1882. Original card o fi
at the Scottsboro-Jackson Heritage Center, Scottsboro, AL,
Harrison G. Otis, Postcard, October 20, 1882, Original card on
file at the Scottsboro-Jackson Heritage Center, Scottsboro, AL,
powell v. Belmont Coal and R.R. Co., No. 521 (Circuit Court of
Jackson County, AL, July 20, 1886)

See Pattilo and Moody v. Belmont Coal and Railroad Co., No
3546 at R.1 (Circuit Court of Jackson County, AL, Nov. 12,
1881). Sketch of specifications as they appear in the lawsuit.
Neely v Belmont Coal and R.R. Co., No. 3548 at R. 1 (Circuit
Court of Jackson County, AL, Nov. 14, 1881).

Pattillo and Moody v. Belmont Coal and Railroad Co., No. 3546,
at R. 1 (Circuit Court of Jackson County, AL, Nov. 12, 1881).
See Southern States Coal, Iron, and Land Co., Ltd. v. Patillo and
Moody and Belmont Coal and R.R. Co., at R.1 (Circuit Court of
Jackson County, AL, November 19, 1881).

le

Gold Rush

Gunter Mountain Coal Mining Company, Oct. 22, 1905, Register
of Private Corporations, 314 (County Commissioners Court,
Jackson County, AL).
Deed Book 41, 229 (Probate Court of Jackson County, AL,
August 12, 1907).

Pierce Years

Mar.

Deed Book 40, 51 (Probate Court of Jackson County, AL,
18, 1907). "
Certificate of Incorporation, FI€T
Register of Incorporations, 403-403 (Probate
County, AL, Sept. 9, 1910).
Certificate of Incorporation, Pierc 450
Register of Incorporations, 406 (Pr
County, AL, Sept. 9, 1910).
In re Estate Sale of James Beeson, s
260 acres of land known as the James
Cumberland Mountain.

» Development Companys
5 Court of Jackson

evelopment Companys
T gourt of Jackson

- hased
.o . Pierce purc
Franklin o Tract located on
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See also Charles P. Lane, Local News, Progressive Age, Apy 28
1911. =
4 Agreement to Dissolve, Pierce Coal and Lumber Company gy
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2. JOHN B. CALLIS, Huntsville; July 21, 1868
3. PETER M. DOX, Huntsville; Decem

4. JOHN H. CALDWELL, Jacksonville; Mar¢

6. WILLIAM M. LOWE, Huntsville; Marc!

. B e

1860-1933

Governor, Congressmen and County Officials
CONGRESSMEN

The following is a list of Congressmen who represented Jackson
County in the U. S. Congress:

. WILLIAMSON R. W. COBB, Bellefonte; March 4, 1847 to
January 30, 1861. W. R. W. Cobb was born in Rhea County,
Tennessee, June 8, 1807; moved with his father to Alabama in
1809; attended the public schools; engaged in the mercantile
pursuits. Elected a member of the State house of representatives
in 1844 and 1845; elected as a Democrat to the Thirtieth and to six
succeeding Congresses, and served from March 4, 1847 to
January 30, 1861. when he withdrew. He was an unsuccessful
candidate for election in 1861 to the Confederate States
Congress; elected in 1863 to the Confederate Congress b}nt was
not allowed to take his seat. He was killed by the accidental
discharge of his pistol, near Bellefonte, Jacksor} County,
Alaban;a, November 1, 1864.-From Biographical Dz‘rec‘fo')’ lof
the American Congress, 1774-1927. Mr. Cobb wz:;l Ul};gﬂnz’
person Jackson County has ever sent o Congrcss. e
representative in Congress during the Civil War.

to December 6,

o ber 7, 1869 to March 3,

3, 1877. h 4, 187710 March 3,

5. WILLIAM W. GARTH, Huntsville; Marc

1879, : 4. 1879. Aftera

- his second
his seat in his S
successful contest with Joe Wheeler e took g2. Joseph Wheeler

1

term, June 3, 1882; died October 12égz e was then elected,
sorved from March 4, 1881 0 0G0 g5

took his seat January 15, 1883 10 Ma
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7. LUKE PRYOR, Athens; March 4, 1883 to Marc},

8. JOSEPH WHEELER, Wheeler; March 4, 1885 1. A3, 1885, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

9. WILLIAM RICHARDSON, Huntsville; August 6pn[ 20, 1900, 1860-1933
March 31, 1914, + #3001t o
10. I\CAHRLS;OI,;?;ER C. HARRIS, Decatur: May 11, 1914 ¢, The following is a list of Representatives in the State Legislature:
arch 3, :
11. EDWARD B. A o
1933. LMON, Tuscumbia; March 4, 1915 to June 22, 1859-60 P. G. Griffin, Jonathan Latham, J, M. Hudgins
12. ARCH : = _ 1861-62 John B. Tally, Jonathan Latham, T, T i
i 3I£ALD HILL CARMICHAEL, Tuscumbia; Novempe 56364 P BrownJ W Yomg Wit
1865-66 W.J.B. Padgett, James Williams, Henry F.Smith,
" 1868-7 James W. Daniel, W. F. Hurt.
STATIE:S%%?} ORS 1870-71 W. F. Hurt, S. H. Cowan.
i 1872-73 Jesse E. Brown, J. H. Cowan.
3 el e 1874-75 W. J. Higgins, W. M. Maples.
e followmg 1s a list of State Senators: 1876-77 Wm McFarlane, Samuel gutler.
1878-79 G. D. Campbell, James Evans.
Served 1880-81 W. H. Robinson, J.H. Vaught.
Francis : 1882-83 S. H. Glover, C. W. Hunt.
J(f"‘hﬂ;";frﬁm - 1861-64 1884-85  W. H. Bogart, J. P. Brown.
Chas. O. Whitney 1865-66 1886-87 P. P. St. Clair, W. M. Maples.
A. Snodgrass 1868-72 1888-89 W. H. Bogart, John French.
L. A. Dobbs 1872-76 1890-91 W. H. Clanton, T. B. Parks.
Preston Brown 1876-79 1892-93 S. W. Frazier, J.H. Roach.
Ira R. Foster 1880-83 1894-95 W. M. Maples, J. H. Roach.
I. L. Sheffield 1884-85 1896-97 P. B. Timberlake, Virgil Bouldin.
W. W. Haralsan 1886-87 1898-99 Milo Moody, Calvin M. Rousseau.
W. H. Bogart 1888-91 1900-01 J. R. Johnson, Geo. W. Bulfnan..
George J. Hall 1892-95 1903 W. H. Bogart, Samuel W. Frazier. i
Floyd A. Bostick 1896-99 1907 James Armstrong, Jamcs. S. Benson.
John A. Lusk 1900-03 1911 S. T Brewer, W. S. Martin.
Samuel Philips 1907-08 1915 C. W. Brown, P.H. Whorton.
C. W. Brown 1909-10 1919 J. C. Austin, P. H. Whorton.
John A. Lusk 1911-14 1923 Jno. K. Thompson, Capt. Jon 4%
John B. Tally 1915 }927 L.H. Hughes, Ira Pigues. e
Joe Johnson 1919 931 John Snodgrass, John S. O"Nea%
John K. Thompson 1923
Claude Scruggs 1927
1931
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JACKSON COUNTY OFFICIALS
PHOBATE JUDGES
1860-1933

The following list of Officers of Jackson County
from the Civil Registers as kept in the Archives and Hist
Department in Montgomery.

are taken
ory

1. James M. Huggins, Probate Judge, January 11, 1862
(Appointed).

23 Milton P. Brown, Probate Judge, May 5, 1862.

3. L. C. Coulson, Probate Judge, Aug. 7, 1865.

4, David Tate, Probate Judge, July 6, 1868.

5. Nelson Kyle, Probate Judge, Nov.13, 1874.

6. John B. Talley, Probate Judge, Sept. 9, 1880.

7. John H. Norwood, Probate Judge, Oct.25, 1886 (Died in office).
8. J. P. Harris, Probate Judge, Nov. 30, 1891 (Appointed).
9. Wm. B. Bridges, Probate Judge, 1892 (Elected).

10.  Chas. L. Cargile, Probate Judge, Nov. 3, 1898 (Elected).
1. W.w. MeCutchen, Probate Judge, 1901 (Elected).

12. J.J. Williams, Probate Judge, 1909 (Appointed).

13. " James. B. Hackworth, Probate Judge, 1910 (Elected).
14. A H. Moody, Probate Judge, 1916 (Elected).

15.

W. B. Bogart, Probate Judge, 1922 (Elected).
16. JIM. Money, Probate Judge, 1928 (Elected).
17. Henry McAnrelly, Probate Judge, 1934 (Elected).

COUNTY COURT CLERKS

No county clerks listed in period of 1860-1933

CLERKS OF CIRCUIT COURT

The following is a list of Circuit Court Clerks:

;. Leroy H. Brewer, Aug.15, 1862.

Bailey Bruce, Aug. 7, 1865 (Resigned).
3. Leroy H. Brewer, Aug.15, 1865.
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10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

E. P. Cowart, Aug.10, 1868.

A. H. Caperton, Nov.14, 1874 to March 15, 1879.

Joe H. Gregory appointed Circuit Court Clerk by Govemor
Cobb, to fill out vacant term made by death of A. H. Capertop,
Gregory had served as deputy clerk for several years; March
1879.

A. J. Huggins, Aug.17, 1880.

L. W. Willis, elected in August, commission November 6,

1886.

James Thompson, commission 1892.

Frank D. Hurt, commission 1898.

James M. Swaim, commission 1904,

Walker W. McCutchen, commission 1910,

George Blackwell, commission 1922.

James M. Swaim, commission 1923.

Charles W. Wann, commission 1929.

SHERIFFS OF JACKSON COUNTY
1860-1933

The following is a list of the Sheriffs of Jackon County:

1

10,
I,
12,
13,
14,
1S. -

Stephen E. Kennamer, 1861. The war prevented him from
serving his full term.

Wm. R. Hill, October 6, 1865.

J. J. Roberts, August 10,1868.

Wm. 1. Kirk, April 24, 1869.

Jas. R. Harris, November 7, 1871.

S. H. McMahan, November 25, 1874.

W. M. Grider, October 23, 1877.
A. W. Skelton, August 17, 1880 (
Thos. S. Robinson, Oct.16, 1882
W. H. Dicus, August 1884.

J. L. Gentry, August 1888.
Thomas J. Robinson, 1892. 2. 1900).
D. A. Thomas, 1896 (Died May ;7» s
G. B. Campbell, appointed May =%
D. O. Austin, 1900 (Served 6 years):
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Died October 9, 1882).
(Appointed)




16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

2]

P

22.

23.

The following is a list of Tax Assessors of Jackson County:

SPXRNAL AL~

PN A LR~

John L. Staples, 1900.

R.O. Starkey, 1910.

D. O. Austin, 1914,

Mack Thomas, January 1919-23.

Henry Jones, 1923-27.

Mack Thomas, 1927-31.

Matt Wann, 1931-32 (1 % years).

T. W. McBride (appointed), 1932-35 (Served 2 Y

TAX ASSESSORS
1860-1933

Miller Isbell, commission Aug.10, 1868.

S. H. MeMahan, commission, Jan. 2, 1872.
T. T. Foster, commission Nov.18, 1874.
John J. Beeson, commission Aug.22. 1877.
James M. Gullatt, commission Jan.21, 1881.
D. I. Durham, elected August 1884.

Michael E. Looney, elected August 1888.
Chas. L. Cargile, elected August 1892,

Jno. W. Downey, served Sept. 1, 1897-1901.
Lat M. Prince, 1901-05.

W.A.J Wann, 1905-09.

A. B. Collins, 1909-13.

1.S. Wimberly, 1913-17.

W. C. Hall (Resigned), 1917-19.

W.S. Looney (Appointed), 1919-21.
A. J. Grider, 1921-27.

H. I Irwin, 1927-31.
John P, Cunningham, 1931-35,
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TAX COLLECTORS
1860-1933

The following is a list of Tax Collectors of Jackson County;

LA i

o = O\

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

v s W

T. T. Wright, commission Aug.19, 1868,
§. King, commission Jan. 2, 1872.

J. M. Gullatt (Served 6 years), Nov. 1874,
John H. Bostick, August 1880.

E. W. Garland, elected August 1884.
James P. Barclay, 1888.

William Sterne, 1893-97.

W. H. Woodall, 1897-01.

Jas. A. Ridley, 1901-05.

W. D. Rorex, 1905-09.

A. G. Gentry, 1909-13.

S. M. Money, 1913-17.

Henry L. Bulman, 1917-21.

W. H. Gullatt, 1921-27.

Miss Leola Matthews. 1927-31.

J.D. Starkey, 1931-36.

COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS OF EDUCATION
1860-1933

January 1, 1869. Jackson

foase W.lohe et iy oney for the years 1866 and

County got no State school m
1867, until late in 1869.
John J. Beeson was elected County

Superintendent in March

John S. Collins was elected 1n Nov ;mber

Ira G. Wood was appointed in 187 b 1 185.
M. P. Brown was appointed Novem éuperinlcndent. He
Judge Ryan served a while as Coumg d held the office 0
resigned on account of ill health. He ha

State Superintendent a fC\}’ mor.“h;cccmbe
H. H. Horton was appointed 17

elected in August 1884.

¢ 1883, and W&
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8. J. R. Austill was elected in August 1886.
9. W. G. Montrose was elected in August 1888.

10.  C. W. Brown was appointed February 1889
11.  James M. Thompson was elected 1890.
12.  David I. Durham was elected 1892.
13.  Charles L. Hackworth was elected 1894.
14.  W.S. Bridges was elected 1900.
15.  Wm. T. Cooper was elected 1904,
16.  C.S. Brewton served from 1908 to 1916.
I7.  Jesse H. Wheeler served from 1916 to 1929.
18.  J.F. Hodges began serving July 1, 1929,
A LIST OF COUNTY TREASURERS:
1872 Nelson Kyle
1874  David B. McCord
1888  J. M. Dicus
1893  John J. Beeson
1897 A.H. Coffey
1900 J. Alex Gayle
1904 J. W. Ashmore
1909 John M. Graham
1912 Dallas Brown

(The office was abolished in 1915.)

REGISTERS IN CHANCERY:

Patrick Ragland sery

. ed until elected Secretary of State, and
resigned.

- Jasper J. Jones was appointed in November 1873. He was
ollowed by W. L. Martin, January 1, 1879. Mr. Martin resigned in

d Nelson Kyle, ¢x-Probate Judge, was appointed. He
ed in September 1886, He was followed by C. W. Brown, who

James A. Kyle was appointed in the Spring of 1887.
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v

Haralson. He

1868

1872

1874
1878

1880
1884
1888
1892
1896

1900

1903
1904

1908
1912

1916

Benjamin F. Shook was appointed in 191%, Dy St

AT A \

died March 22, 1935,

D.F. Fennel was appointed Register, March 26 [ #2¢

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

)

Rice A. Coffey, Wm. Stockton, Thomas J. Michzl anc
Alex Reed.
Rice A. Coffey, Thos. J. Scruggs, Moses

McMaples. In July 1873, Moses died; C. C. Coiin v

JopeszadW.C
appointed. ‘ N
Rpige A. Coffey, Wilson Davis, James Jordan. S za2 hinss:
Maples. o
C. g Spiller, E. B. Inglish, James Jordan, Sr.. 2n2 ===su
Brown. -
The Legislature passed an Act to lay off u‘:;;_:::., = i
Districts: (1) Capt. C. C. Spiller, (2) S. W. 352, -
Nicholson, (4) George R. Hodges.

i rans. (1) D.T. Coownov
(2) Elisha Stogsdill, (3) Claiborne Evans. (DD.T.

(4) David A. Thomas; (3) D.M. Cowley was Sppoias
November 1885. L
N. B. Burch, A.A. Gay, D.T: Roufsgsu\.;\;;.\;\\ g
(1) A. J. Hogue (2) S. W. Shipp, (3) D. A% S8
Swaim. C. Stoner m—
(1) J. M. Walker, (2) S.R. Comn, (3) D. M. Cowicy
Riddle. . forcan. (O
(1) J. M. Walker, (2) E. Stogsdill, (3) 1. M. Mo
Stovall.
(3) E. B. Hicks. _ -
(I) L. G. Wilson, (2) Milton Roac
4) R. C. Horton. : :
21; A. C. Loyd, (2) J. P. Lewellen. ¢ 1A\
Rousseau. &
(1) S. M. MeNeely, (2) 1. E. S0
(4) W. E. Elkins. W
(1) L. W. Wimberly, (2) J. T Jernig
(4) G. W. Green.

LS

\ ~Clendaon,
hHL? Macken

AR
2 .\\‘\- \' !

Py

3 M sl
nders, (D WL B W\ B

1 .\k\‘l:‘“'

W

U]
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1920 (1)1 W. Wimberly, (2) Claude T. Bobo, (3)R. S. Skel
(4) W.. T. Eustace.

1924 (1) W. H. Cox, (2) Raymond Bradford, (3) R. S. Ske
(4) W. W. Trice.

1928 (1) A. J. Arendale, (2) Raymond Bradford, (3) Maryip H
Campbell, (4) W. W. Trice. '

1932 (1) W. T. Badger, (2) C. W. Lovelady, (3) J. F. Bulman
(deceased), W. C. Selby, (4) H.G. Graham.

ton,

Iton,

Members of the County Schoolboard

1860-1933

W. H. McCord 1916-22
Ed Crownover 1916-22
John D. Benson 1916-22
M. L. Wann 1916-28
W. P. Jenkins 1920-26
L. W. Hughes 1924-30
G. H. Caperton 1924-30
W. H. Hall 1924-30
E. H. Caldwell 1926-32
G. H. Hodges 1926-32
Ben L. Hill 1930

J. E. Jones 1930

O. E. Harper 1930

W. H. Butler 1932
L. S. Brewster 1932
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-3 Srates Census, 1N
1860 United Staies L \\3 1
1918 School Census, 154 ;
1934 Christmas Program, 214

A

Acomn Hull, 46 i

Alabama Black Band Coal Company,
120

Alabama Black Band Coal, Iron and
Railroad Company, 122, 123

Alabama Herald, The, 22, 23, 27,
29, 35, 37, 38, 40, 42,
43, 56, 58, 59, 60, 68

Alabama Lime and Stone Company,
110, 114, 115, 118

Albany, Ala, 167

Allen, B. B., 21

Allen, Benjamin B., 20, 72, 78, 8l

Allen Isbel Mountain of Coal, 22,
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Allen, John, 21, 78, 83

Allen, John A., 20, 72, 82

Allen, John W., 20

Allen, Mary, 21

Allen, Mary Ann, 21

Allen, Oscar, 132

Allen, Ulysses S., 126

Alto, 144

Armes, Ethel, 29

Armstrong, James, 30, 40, 45, 58,

103, 106
Asher, Louise, 62
Asher, William, 62
Aspel-Limrock Volunteer Fire
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Atlantic,

seaboard, 24
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Austin, C, A, 18
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